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Biological Assessment

Under Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act,

a Federal agency proposing to undertake a major
construction activity action shall request from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service information regarding
whether or not any species that is listed or proposed
for listing as threatened or endangered may be present
in the project area. The Federal agency then conducts
a biological assessment (BA) to determine whether
or not the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
listed species, species proposed for listing, or critical
habitat.

For Colorado highway projects, CDOT prepares the
BA on behalf of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion. The BA is part of the documentation that CDOT
prepares for an Environmental Impact Statement or
Environmental Assessment under the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act.

Law: 16 USC Section 1536
Regulations: 50 CFR 402.02 and 402.14(h)
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