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Fish and Wildlife

Threatened and endangered species get special protec-
tion in the development of CDOT transportation proj-
ects, but minimization of impacts to common species
also is an important consideration. Common fish and
wildlife species are a vital component of ecosystems,
provide sources of enjoyment for recreationalists, and
provide a source of food for people and other animals.

Regarding fish, Colorado law requires minimization of
impacts when a state agency plans construction in any
stream or its bank or tributaries. Protection is also given
to Gold Medal Trout Streams and other fisheries.

Additionally, for the safety of both animals and the trav-
eling public, CDOT considers the use of wildlife cross-
ings in areas where there is reason to expect significant
animal movement across a highway.
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