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Shortgrass Prairie Initiative

In 2001, the Colorado Department of Transportation
(CDOT) signed an agreement with the Federal Highway
Administration, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the
Colorado Division of Wildlife, and The Nature Con-
servancy to work with landowners and communities

to preserve thousands of acres of shortgrass prairie, an
imperiled ecosystem.

The initiative will also improve the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of the environmental measures associated with
CDOT’s routine maintenance activities, and will sup-
port bridge replacement and other activities on existing
highways in Colorado’s shortgrass prairie over the next
20 years.
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