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Black-footed Ferret
(Mustela nigripes)

Federal status: Endangered
Colorado status: Endangered

This mammal has the elongate body shape and short legs
with a black facial mask, feet, and legs. The moderately
long tail is tipped with black. It is generally yellow buff,
paler around the face, abdomen, and throat, and darker
brown down the top of the head and back. The ears are
conspicuous and rounded.

Habitat: This species preys on prairie dogs and is found
in large prairie dog towns (i.e., greater than 80 acres).
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife has identified 17 Colorado
counties where the black-footed ferret may occur.
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