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Canada Lynx
(Lynx canadensis)

Federal status: Threatened
Colorado stams: Endangered

The lynx is a medium-sized cat with long legs, large
feet, and a short tail. The dorsal color is grizzled gray to
reddish brown, often tinged with black. The legs, feet,
and underparts are paler, buff to white. The ears have

long, dark tufts and the face has a pronounced ruff of fur.

The tail is short with a completely black tip. The hind
legs are slightly longer than the front legs. The large
paws support the animal’s weight of 20 to 30 pounds on
SNOw.

Habitat: This species inhabits Spruce fir forest, above

8,000 feet. For denning, it needs dense cover with fallen-

logs and root wads. Uneven-aged stands with relatively
open canopies and well-developed understories, favor-
able habitat for snowshoe hares, are ideal for foraging.
Lynx habitat is found in 40 of Colorado’s 64 counties.
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