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Lesser Prairie-Chicken
(Tympanuchus pallidicinctus)

Federal status: Candidate for listing
Colorado status: Threatened

Mostly brown in color with horizontal barring and

short, rounded tails, this bird is about the size of a small

domestic chicken. Males have red-purple air sacs on the
sides of their necks that inflate during courtship displays
in spring.

Habitat: This species prefers sandy grassland areas that
have an abundance of midgrasses, sandsage and yucca.
It is found in 7 counties of eastern Colorado: Baca,
Bent, Cheyenne, Crowley Kiowa, Lincoln and Prowers.
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