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Arkansas Darter (Etheostoma cragini)

Federal status: Candidate for listing
Colorado status: Threatened

This small fish grows to three inches at adult length. Its
mouth and snout are small and inconspicuous. It has
two dorsal fins, the first spiny, and the second soft-
rayed. The caudal fin is squarish. The pectoral and
pelvic fins are located close 10 each other behind the
gills. The anal fin has two spines.

Habitat: This darter inhabits clear waters of low cur-
rent with sandy bottoms and abundant rooted aquatic
vegetation. It is only found in tributaries of the Arkan-
sas River, in 14 counties of southeastern Colorado.
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