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Bonytail Chub (Gila elegans)

Federal status: Endangered
Colorado status: Endangered

This fish can reach 24 inches in length. Adults are dark
on top and light below. They are very dark in clear
waters and pale in turbid waters. They have green-
gray backs with lighter sides and white bellies. During
breeding, males turn red-orange on the belly and paired
fins.

Habitat: This species typically lives in large, fast-
flowing waterways of the Colorado River system. It
may occur in 17 western Colorado counties. Deple-
tions to the Colorado River drainage will contribute to
its decline.
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