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Brassy Minnow
(Hybognathus hankinsoni)

Federal status: Not listed
Colorado status: Threatened

This fish is a slender minnow with a small mouth,
slightly overhung by snout. Its dorsal fin is slightly
rounded with 8 rays. As the common name suggests,
this minnow is generally brassy in color. It is yellow-
olive on the back with a green-gold stripe on the sides
and a silver-white belly. Adults average 2.5 t0 3.0
inches in length.

Habitat: This species is native to Colorado and is cur-
rently found in low numbers in the South Platte and
Republican rivers. The species was found in the lower
St. Vrain River and Spottlewood Creek, both tributaries
to the Platte, in 1982. In 1983, brassy minnows were
collected in a backwater of the Colorado River near
Debeque.
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