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Colorado Pikeminnow
(Ptychocheilus lucius)

Federal status: Endangered
Colorado status: Threatened

Formerly known as the Colorado squawfish, this fish
has an elongated body reminiscent of the pike. It can
grow to six feet in length and weigh up to 80 pounds.
The cone-shaped and somewhat flattened head is elon-
gated, comprising nearly a quarter of the body length.
Adult fish may be green-gray to bronze on their backs
and silver to white along their sides and bottoms. Dur-
ing spawning, their fins can take on an orange hue.

Habitat: This species is found in the Green, Yampa,
White, Colorado, Gunnison, San Juan, and Dolores tiv-
ers. Adults use various habitats, including deep turbid
strongly flowing water, eddies, runs, flooded bottoms,
or backwaters. This fish is found in five western Colo-
rado counties (Delta, Mesa, Moffat, Montrose, and Rio
Blanco) and may occur in 18 additional counties.
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