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Pallid Sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus)

The pallid sturgeon is one of the largest fishes found in
the Missouri-Mississippi River drainage, with adulis
reaching 2.5 to 5 feet in length weighing up to 85
pounds. It is usually light brown on the dorsal surface
and white underneath. Tt has a flattened, shovel-shaped
snout.

Habitat: This fish is found from the headwaters of the
Missouri River (Fort Benton-Great Falls, Montana)
through the Mississippi River to New Orleans, Louisi-
ana.

This species is not found in Colorado. However, water
depletion from the Platte River drainage in Colorado
and other states will contribute to its decline in rivers
downstream. This is a potential issue for 22 counties in
northern Colorado
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