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Rio Grande Cuttroat Trout
{Oncorhynchus clarkii virginalis)

Federal status: Candidate for listing
Colorado status: Not listed

This is a colorful fish with large, irregular shaped dark
spots that are concentrated on the dorsal fin. The body
colors include light rose to red-orange hues on the
sides and pink or yellow-orange on the belly. In com-
mon with other cutthroat species, this fish has a red to
orange slash beneath the lower jaw. This is a relatively
small trout, normally measuring 4.7 to 11.8 inches in
length.

Habitat: This species is primarily restricted to small,
high-elevation streams and lakes. It is found in tribu-
taries to the Rio Grande and the Canadian River in
Colorado (9 counties) and New Mexico, and in tributar-
ies to the Pecos River in New Mexico.
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