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Suckermouth Minnow
(Phenacobius mirabilis)

Federal status: Not listed
Colorado status: Endangered

This small fish reaches 2 to 5 inches in length at adult-
hood. It has a blunt snout. Its mouth is on underside of
the head with sucker-like lips. Its dorsal fin has 8 rays,
and the anal fin has 7 rays. There is often a dark hori-
zontal stripe with a conspicuous dark spot at its end.
However, the horizontal stripe may be obscure, making
the sides may appear silver.

Habitat: In Colorado, the species is limited to the east-
ern plains, in portions of the mainstem South Platte and
lower mainstem and some tributaries of the Arkansas
Rivers. In addition, the species is a rare inhabitant of
the Arikaree River, a tributary of the Republican River.
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