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Knowlton Cactus (Pediocactus knowltonii)

Federal status: Endangered
Colorado status: Not listed

This miniature cactus grows as solitary or clustered
stems measuring up to 2.2 inches tall and 1.2 inches in
diameter. Clusters of up to 30 cylindrical stems are re-
ported. Flowers are produced when plants reach three
to four years of age and last only a few days. Flowers
measure 0.4 to 1.4 inches long by 0.4 to 1 inch diam-
eter.

Habitat: This species grows on gravelly red-brown
clay soils derived from tertiary alluvial deposits around
6,800 feet in elevation. It is found in Colorado’s Ar-
chuleta and La Plata counties.
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