Colorado Transportation Environmental Resource Council (The TERC) Meeting
June 10, 2010   *   9 a.m. to Noon
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency * Denver * CO

[Please note action items in blue text.]

Bill Haas, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Planning and Environmental Team Leader, facilitating – introductions around the room
Doug Bennett, FHWA Acting Division Administrator – welcome –the group is going well
Russell George, Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Executive Director – take advantage of the fact that we get together, and that we share lots of info, please weigh in – direction is shaped by input
Russell George – this is Brad’s last meeting – the TERC would not be what it is without Brads work.  Thank you for service.  
Brad Beckham, CDOT Environmental Programs Branch Manager – this is one of the meetings he looks forward to

Host Presentation – Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - Suzanne Bohan, EPA Deputy Director of NEPA compliance - 
Clean Air Act, Section 309 gave authority for EPA to review all EISs
EPA Region 8 reviews a large number of EIS’s – 75-110 each year
Typically, about 1/3 of projects are in the energy sector, 1/3 federal lands, last 1/3 split between transportation and water
EU or 3 ratings are uncommon, typically in water or energy projects, some mining remediation
Currently there is a pilot project in CO, UT, & WY to install more air quality monitor stations, create a centralized data warehouse, and perform regional scale cumulative effect air quality modeling for all pollutants
EPA wants more clarification from CEQ on Categorical Exclusion guidance, especially about when cumulative impacts trigger a higher level review
Greenhouse gas (GHG) guidance – EPA is concerned about 4 areas: exclusion for fed land management agencies, how to treat indirect effects (especially as there is no scientific basis for 25000 metric ton reference point), transportation was not mentioned in guidance, want info on types of mitigation for climate change impacts at both the planning and project level
Mitigation – need continued oversight to ensure mitigation is successful, compensatory mitigation for failed mitigation, acknowledge the scope of agency authority

Suzanne Bohan, - at the next TERC meeting she will follow up on CEQ guidance 

Sustainability Sub-Committee Report – Yates Oppermann, CDOT Environmental Planner
Close to finalizing principles
Responds to Governors recent Exec Order
Working group- principles help with discussions between agencies- avoids differing definitions on sustainability
Couple of iterations – the committee is generally comfortable with the current draft 
How to proceed? – Colorado Executive Order, or TERC proclamation?
Executive Order doesn’t cover federal or local agencies, so is not great
Next steps - develop support materials for sustainability - clearinghouse? How to fund, where to house, who to staff?
How it relates to federal livability initiative and the two Colorado Greening Government Executive Orders 
	Colored/shaded text – from executive orders
	White boxes are federal/ DOLA principles
Includes overarching principles that each agency could make specific to their programs
State of Colorado vs. TERC principles?  TERC – may show the state & federal relationship better
Identify common element, where can we work together on issues
How will it be used? 

Group discussion:
Russell George – basic question – can we see value in knowing what other agencies are doing with regards to sustainability? Avoid duplication of effort? Is it worth the effort to do a robust version of this with information from all agencies and interconnect them? Is this in our future for a long time? 
Lauren Evans, ACEC – Sustainability can only go so far if done separately in little silos.  
Lisa Silva, CDPHE – The principles could be very valuable for ozone/air especially –need an explanation of how it could be used.  Trying to institutionalize this.
(didn’t catch name), BLM – This feels like an over-reach (e.g. 20% paper reduction)  Need to be clear about what is state vs. federal, may need to specify where the strategies
Susan Linner, USFWS – The 9 principles are easy to sell, the broader document may be hard
Russell George – Perhaps we need two pieces- internal operations and program issues 
Bill Haas –EPA, HUD, and DOT are looking at a new way of doing things – how do each of the programs match up?  What opportunities are there?  
(didn’t catch name), BLM – We are in the infancy of understanding how this applies to land management
Michelle Scheuerman, CDOT Planning Section Manager – need messaging about what is the intent of this effort
Yates Oppermann – look for how performance measures are similar and how different.  Three major agencies, roles are clear – others may be murkier
Brad Beckham – committee meeting to provide background and purpose of this, implementation strategy for agencies
Jennifer Finch, CDOT Director of Transportation Development – for TERC, need to focus around the projects, not day-to-day business practices
Steve Cook, DRCOG – This is a good tagalong to PEL, but won’t be able to get this through all the member agencies
Lisa Silva – (missed comment)
Doug Bennett – the value is in the communication – maybe “we don’t have an objection” rather than approval – gets around the challenge of not being able to speak for rest of agency, or change agency’s own sustainability principles.


Addressing GHG in the Planning Process  
Climate Change Workshop – upcoming at CDOT, June 29 & 30
One day for staff (June 29) - strategies for transportation (in addition to VMT), opportunities for collaboration, programming transportation
Executive session (June 30) – what are the policy implications
Also a July 1 mini workshop morning at Region 6 large conference room for those who cannot attend main workshop

Steve Cook, DRCOG  – handout - types of things DRCOG has been doing with regards to sustainability and GHG reduction (not supposed to say climate change), they are redefining how they select projects for TIP 

Public Lands MOU, Yates Oppermann
Process is almost complete.  There is a unique relationship when road is on FS of BLM land – FS or BLM own the land, but CDOT has an easement/special use permit
What happens when a 3rd party wants to do something in the ROW (e.g. utility companies) – who says what they can do? (generally land management agency)
Should be signed at July 1 executive committee meeting

Environmental Research Program – deferred until later in meeting

PEL Grant for Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPAGC), Craig Casper 
PPACG has applied for a SHRP 2 grant to look at how to best use PEL
Currently they have highest scored project (unofficially – won’t be official until June 18)
Questionable decisions made at long range planning level, not project level
New vision
Collaborate with agencies - Develop shared goals with other agencies
TCAP?
Looking at addressing mitigation and issues early ahead of time (maybe out of type, out of kind mitigation)
Should Kick off September, will have a tight timeline
Have tools and the ability to look at the amount of impact for projects in the long range plans to help choose between projects

Environmental Research Program – Vanessa Henderson, CDOT Environmental Research Manager
If TERC members have ideas, please feel free to submit to the committee
September – request for ideas will be sent out (will try to get it to the TERC)

Lauren Evans, ACEC – Engineering and Excellence Awards for Sustainability CD available for those that want one

(didn’t catch name), BLM –  currently has 7-8 resource management plans in revisions


For a copy of any of the presentations given at the meeting, including these or past minutes, please see the new TERC web site at http://www.coloradodot.info/programs/environmental/terc

For any other questions, please contact
Natli VanDerWerken
CDOT
303-757-9266
natli.vanderwerken@dot.state.co.us


NEXT MEETING:
October 14, 2010
Federal Highway Administration
12300 W. Dakota Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80228
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