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HPTE

Date: November 5, 2015
To: High Performance Transportation Enterprise Board
From: Brent E. Butzin, HPTE General Counsel

Joe Mahoney, OMPD

Subject: 1-70 Mountain Express Lane (PPSL) Toll Rate Adjustment

Purpose
The purpose of this memorandum is to summarize staff’s planned approach for adjusting variable toll rates for the

1-70 Mountain Express Lane (PPSL).

Action

This item is for discussion. The toll rate range for the I-70 PPSL was presented at public outreach events in
September. The amount of the transponder and LPT toll rate was approved by the HPTE Board in October 2015.
The HPTE Board requested more information on the decision process utilized by staff in making a change in the
posted toll rate.

Background
I-70 Mountain Express lane (PPSL) is expected to open for tolled traffic in December 2015. The I-70 Mountain

Express lane will be the first toll operation in the nation focused exclusively on a recreational corridor. The
information that has been collected historically concerning the value of time for travelers, which is used as a basis
for setting toll rates, comes mostly from commuter corridor surveys. So there is little comparable data available
for setting initial toll rates for the PPSL, or for predicting the flexibility required for adjusting toll rates over the
course of a day of operations. The decision processes for adjusting toll rates substantially follow those practices
established for dynamic pricing however the nature of the I-70 Mountain Express Lane corridor is that demand can
vary greatly from day-to-day, season-to-season.

Details

HPTE’s consultants have provided a detailed methodology which has been attached and is available for review.
This document was developed with sufficient detail to support IT development and design engineering for the
project. There is also an attached presentation to provide background on how staff will adjust toll rates during a
day of operation.
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