The Colorado Department of Transportation’s Requirements for
Becoming a Tester in the State

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) defines the requirements for people in order

to sample and test materials on CDOT projects. Specifically, all persons conducting tests used in
acceptance must be qualified and the people conducting these inspections must be certified.

Persons performing sampling and testing used in the acceptance decision for hot mix asphalt
(HMA), concrete, or soils shall be qualified by meeting the requirements listed in Table 1 for the
element and possessing current certifications.

TABLE 1. Sampling and Testing Personnel Qualifications
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New testers not qualified may conduct tests on CDOT projects under the direct, day- to-day,
supervision of person that is qualified to conduct those tests. The qualified supervisor shall train the
new tester, if needed, and then confirm in writing that this person is capable of performing the tests
in accordance with the standards. The close day-to-day supervision shall continue until the new
tester is qualified.

Asphalt:
The asphalt certification process for testers on CDOT projects is administered through the Colorado

Asphalt Pavement Association (CAPA) for the following categories:
e Level A- Laydown
¢ Level B- Asphalt Plant Materials Control
e Level C- Mixture Volumetrics and Stability
e Level E- Aggregates

The training schedule and registration along with more information about CAPA can be found by
clicking on the link. http://co-asphalt.com/education/certification.htm



http://co-asphalt.com/education/certification.htm

Concrete:
The concrete certification process for testers on CDOT projects is through the American Concrete
Institute and is administered by the Colorado Ready Mixed Concrete Association (CRMCA) for the
following categories:

e ACI Field Testing Technician Grade 1

e ACI Aggregate Testing Technician - Level 1

e ACI Aggregate Testing Technician - Level 2

e ACI Laboratory Testing Technician Grade | Level 1

e ACI Laboratory Testing Technician Grade Il Level 2

e ACI Concrete Strength Testing Technician

The training schedule and registration along with more information about CRMCA can be found by
clicking on the link. http://crmca.org

Soils and Embankment:

The soils and embankment certification process is through the Western Alliance for Quality
Transportation Construction (WAQTC) and is administered by Ground Engineering for the required
tests. The WAQTC training schedule and registration information can be found by clicking on the
link http://www.groundeng.com/wagqtc/index.php.

More information about WAQTC can be found at www.waqgtc.org.

Please note: To operate a nuclear gauge in Colorado, the tester must be certified as required from
their company’s Radioactive Materials License, issued by the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment.
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