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1.0 Introduction 

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) proposes to reconstruct the interchange of 
US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard and widen Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th and 14th 
Avenues in Jefferson County, Colorado. The purpose of the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard 
project is to improve traffic flow and safety for motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists; 
accommodate high traffic volumes; and increase multi-modal travel options and connections at 
the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard interchange and along Wadsworth Boulevard between 
4th Avenue and 14th Avenue. The existing design and configuration of the interchange and 
roadway within the project limits have not kept pace with traffic and multi-modal travel 
demands. CDOT, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), City of Lakewood, area 
residents, businesses, and commuters have prioritized making improvements to correct the 
transportation problems in the project area through previous planning efforts.  

1.1 Project Study Area and Area of Potential Effects (APE) 
The proposed US 6 and Wadsworth project is located in Lakewood, Colorado, and is defined as 
the area following the roadway corridors US 6 (also designated as 6th Avenue) and Wadsworth 
Boulevard (also designated as State Highway 121). The east-west limits along US 6 are from the 
eastern interchange ramps with Wadsworth Boulevard west to Garrison Street. On Wadsworth 
Boulevard, the project limits are 4th Avenue to 14th Avenue.  

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and its implementing 
regulations, CDOT is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to assess potential impacts 
to environmental resources within the project area. As part of the EA, and in compliance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA), CDOT conducted a 
Class III cultural resources inventory of the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the proposed 
project (TEC, 2008) to identify historic properties within the APE. This report assesses effects to 
historic properties. 

The APE for historic properties is illustrated in Exhibit 1. The APE generally includes the first 
row of properties fronting Wadsworth Boulevard and the US 6 frontage roads. Because the 
parcels are deep (mostly 300 feet), the first row encompasses properties that could be directly 
affected or indirectly affected by noise or visual changes. In areas where parcels are less deep, 
the first two rows of properties were included in the APE.  

The entire Jefferson County Open School property between 10th Avenue and 12th Avenue at 
the west side of Wadsworth Boulevard was included in the APE in the interest of adding the 
property to the historical public record. 
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EXHIBIT 1 
Historic Properties within Area of Potential Effects  
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1.2 Historic Properties within the APE 
The cultural resources inventory of the APE (TEC, 2008) assessed eligibility for 151 historic 
resources within the APE. Of the 151 properties surveyed, nine architectural resources are 
individually eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and 39 
architectural resources are contributing elements to historic districts. Three NRHP-eligible 
historic districts have been identified within or partially within the APE.  

• Lakewood School Historic District was completely surveyed: seven buildings and two 
landscape features within this historic district were determined to be contributing resources, 
and 10 buildings and five landscape features were determined to be noncontributing to the 
historic significance of the historic district.  

• Green Acres Historic District includes 107 buildings within its recommended boundary, of 
which 30 are within the APE and were surveyed. Twenty of those buildings were 
determined to be contributing to the Green Acres Historic District and 10 were considered 
to be noncontributing elements to the historic district.  

• Meadowlark Hills Historic District consists of 413 buildings within its boundaries, 11 of 
which are included in the APE. Of those, 10 residential buildings were determined to be 
contributing resources and one commercial building was determined to be a 
noncontributing element to the Meadowlark Hills Historic District.  

Exhibit 1 shows the location of NRHP-eligible or contributing resources within the APE. The 
Colorado State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has concurred with these eligibility 
determinations. 

Two resources were recommended as “needs data” because full access to these properties was 
not available during the survey and these properties were not affected by the Proposed Action. 
If the Proposed Action were to change so that these properties were potentially affected, an 
access request will be prepared to fully evaluate these properties for their eligibility to the 
NRHP. None of the linear resource segments within the APE or the interchange overpass at 
US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard is a historic resource. All other surveyed resources were 
recommended as not eligible for the NRHP. The Colorado SHPO has also concurred with these 
eligibility determinations. 

1.3 Criteria for Effects to Historic Properties 
Section 106 of the NHPA and implementation regulations require that federal agencies, such as 
FHWA, or state or other agencies that received federal assistance, such as CDOT, take into 
account the effects a proposed undertaking may have on historic properties. NHPA’s 
Section 106 regulations, Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800.5 
(36 CFR 800.5) (“Protection of Historic Properties”), include specific criteria for adverse effects 
that must be applied to federal undertakings with the potential to impact historic properties. 
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When considering the potential for adverse effects, all reasonable, foreseeable impacts must be 
taken into account, including direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts.  

An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any 
characteristic of a historic property that qualifies the property for inclusion in the NRHP. This 
includes diminishing the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association. Examples of adverse effects to historic properties outlined 
in 36 CFR 800.5 include, but are not limited to: 

i. Physical destruction of, or damage to, all or part of the property; 

ii. Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, 
stabilization, hazardous materials remediation, and provision of handicapped access, that is 
not consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s standards for the treatment of historic 
properties (36 CFR 68) and applicable guidelines; 

iii. Removal of the property from its historic location; 

iv. Change of the character of the property’s use or of physical features within the property’s 
setting that contribute to its historic significance; 

v. Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the 
property’s significant historic features; 

vi. Neglect of a property which causes deterioration, except where such neglect and 
deterioration are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural significance to a 
[Native American] or native Hawaiian organization; and 

vii. Transfer, lease, or sale of property out of federal ownership or control without adequate and 
legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long-term preservation of the 
property’s historic significance. 

Effects to cultural resources are categorized as No Historic Properties Affected, No Adverse 
Effect, and Adverse Effect (36 CFR 800.5), as follows:  

• No Historic Properties Affected: Either no historic properties are present, or there are 
historic properties present, but there is no effect of any kind, harmful or beneficial, on the 
historic properties. 

• No Adverse Effect: There is an effect, but the effect is not harmful to those characteristics 
that qualify the property for inclusion in the NRHP. 

• Adverse Effect: There is an effect, and that effect diminishes the qualities of significance that 
qualify the property for inclusion in the NRHP. 

Effects to historic properties may be direct or indirect. Direct effects include, but may not be 
limited to, the physical destruction or modification of all or part of a resource. Indirect effects 
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can include a variety of factors, such as the introduction of, or an increase in, noise and visual 
intrusions that alter the qualities that make a site eligible to the NRHP. Most effects to historic 
properties are permanent, but there may be only short-term, temporary effects related to the 
project construction process. Adverse effects may include reasonably foreseeable effects caused 
by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther removed in distance, or cumulative. 

1.4 Consultation with the Colorado State Historic Preservation 
Office and Other Interested Parties 

In the fall of 2007, CDOT initiated consultation with the Colorado SHPO and other interested 
parties to discuss the APE, survey methodology, and gather information on specific concerns. In 
addition to the Colorado SPHO, the invited participants were the Jefferson County Historical 
Commission, Lakewood Historical Society, Lakewood Heritage Center, and Colorado 
Preservation, Inc. Of these, the Jefferson County Historical Commission and Lakewood 
Historical Society indicated interest in participating in the evaluation of historic properties for 
this project. The Lakewood Heritage Center and Colorado Preservation, Inc. did not indicate an 
interest in participating as consulting parties for this project.  All correspondence related to 
Section 106 consultations is included in the Appendix, Section 106 Correspondence. 

In August 2007, the SHPO was provided background information on the project, invited to 
participate in scoping meetings, and asked to provide comments on the scope for the EA. The 
SHPO did not participate in scoping meetings but did provide a written letter noting the 
requirements of the Section 106 process. A meeting was held with the SHPO Section 106 
coordinator in November 2007. During that meeting, she provided comments on the APE, 
survey methodology, and potential historic properties and districts in the project area. She 
specifically asked the team to assess the potential that post-World War II subdivisions in the 
area had historical significance and integrity.  Based on field survey of the APE (TEC, 2008), 
CDOT submitted eligibility determinations for historic properties within the APE to SHPO in 
July 2008.  The SHPO concurred with most of the determinations and requested additional 
information about several resources.  After CDOT provided additional information, the SHPO 
concurred with all eligibility determinations in October 2008.  In December 2008, CDOT 
submitted this report assessing effects to historic properties to SHPO.  In a letter dated 
December 21, 2008, the SHPO concurred with all of the effect determinations outlined in this 
report.  

The Jefferson County Historical Commission did not provide any specific comments about the 
survey, information about historic properties within the APE, or effects to historic properties 
documented in this report. 

The Lakewood Historical Society provided specific information or questions about potential 
historic properties within the APE. The Lakewood Historical Society recommended historical 
research for the building at 1296 Wadsworth Blvd. and the mobile diner located behind 785 
Wadsworth Blvd. as possible historic resources. The Historic Resources Survey: US 6 and 



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 6 

Wadsworth Boulevard, Lakewood, Colorado (TEC, 2008) evaluated these properties and concluded 
that neither is eligible for the NRHP. The Lakewood Historical Society recommended the 
Lakewood School World War II Memorial and the gas station at 401 Wadsworth Blvd. also be 
evaluated. Both resources were determined to be eligible for the NRHP (TEC, 2008) as part of 
this project. The World War II Memorial was determined to be a contributing feature in the 
NRHP-eligible historic district, and 401 Wadsworth Blvd. was determined individually eligible 
for the NRHP. The Lakewood Historical Society did not provide formal comments on either the 
eligibility or effect determinations but did provide verbal acknowledgement of the findings.  
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2.0 Proposed Action and Alternatives 

The Proposed Action includes changes to Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th and 14th Avenues 
and to the Wadsworth Boulevard interchange with US 6. The Proposed Action would widen 
Wadsworth between 4th and 14th Avenues and would replace the existing  
US 6/Wadsworth interchange with a new diamond interchange and a new loop ramp in the 
northwest quadrant of the interchange. These changes would improve traffic flow and safety 
for motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists; accommodate high traffic volumes; and increase 
multi-modal travel options and connections at the interchange and on Wadsworth. 

2.1 Wadsworth Boulevard Proposed Action 
The Proposed Action would widen Wadsworth Boulevard from four lanes with two center turn 
lanes and limited sidewalks to six travel lanes, a raised median, and detached sidewalks. The 
extra travel lane in each direction would provide adequate capacity to meet both current and 
projected future traffic volumes. The median would prevent left turns at mid-block locations 
and would allow left turns only at intersections with cross streets, thereby controlling access 
and improving safety on Wadsworth. Detached multi-use sidewalks would provide a 
continuous facility for pedestrians and bicyclists, improving safety and connections between 
different modes of transportation. 

The existing roadway width varies along the Wadsworth corridor, ranging from 80 to 95 feet. 
The Proposed Action would have a roadway width (curb to curb) between 91 and 122 feet. 
Additional width would be required for sidewalks along both sides of Wadsworth. This 
widening has the potential to directly affect historic properties located along Wadsworth 
Boulevard between 4th and 14th Avenues due to right-of-way acquisition or encroachment of 
the roadway (reducing the distance between historic buildings and surrounding roadways). 
Historic properties could also be indirectly affected by changes in noise or visual characteristics 
or changes to accesses or traffic patterns that affect the integrity of historic settings. Exhibit 2 
displays the locations of historic properties along Wadsworth in proximity to proposed 
roadway improvements. This exhibit is provided as reference to the detailed discussion of 
impacts to these properties that follows in Section 3.0. 
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EXHIBIT 2 
Historic Properties along Wadsworth Boulevard 
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2.2 US 6/Wadsworth Interchange Proposed Action 
The Proposed Action would replace the current interchange between US 6 and Wadsworth 
Boulevard with a new diamond interchange and a new loop ramp in the northwest quadrant of 
the interchange. This type of interchange is called a Tight Diamond with Loop.  

The loop ramp would accommodate peak evening traffic moving from westbound US 6 to 
southbound Wadsworth. The loop would be reconstructed with a larger radius to accommodate 
a 25-mph design speed for the off-ramp. This configuration would allow vehicles to maintain a 
higher speed while exiting US 6, reducing the amount of deceleration required on US 6 in high-
speed traffic. In addition, maintaining the higher speed on the loop allows an easier merge with 
Wadsworth Boulevard traffic because the difference in vehicle speeds is reduced, improving 
safety. The remaining ramps would be constructed in a diamond configuration to minimize 
impacts to properties surrounding the interchange. 

All of the entrance and exit ramps in the interchange would be lengthened to provide safer 
acceleration and deceleration distances for cars merging on and off US 6. The longer ramps and 
expanded loop in the northwest quadrant of the interchange would require more right-of-way 
and result in a larger footprint than the existing cloverleaf interchange. Historic properties 
located in proximity to these ramps have the potential to be directly affected by right-of-way 
acquisition or encroachment of the roadway (reducing the distance between historic buildings 
and surrounding roadways). Historic properties could also be indirectly affected by changes in 
noise, visual characteristics, or changes to accesses or traffic patterns that affect the integrity of 
historic settings. 

Of the 49 eligible or contributing resources, there are seven NRHP-eligible historic properties 
adjacent to roadway improvements in the northeast quadrant of the interchange. These include 
four individually eligible buildings and three contributing features of the Green Acres Historic 
District. Exhibit 3 displays the locations of these historic properties in proximity to proposed 
roadway improvements. This exhibit is provided as reference to the detailed discussion of 
impacts to these properties and efforts of the project team to avoid or minimize those impacts 
that follows in Section 3.0. 

Impacts to some of these properties were unavoidable. The Proposed Action is the interchange 
design option that best minimizes effects to historic properties. The project team made 
additional refinements to the Proposed Action interchange design to further minimize effects to 
historic properties. Because of the proximity of the historic properties to proposed roadway 
improvements, the needs to address safety issues due to the joined frontage road and off-ramp 
and minimize neighborhood cut-through traffic, and the density of historic properties in this 
location, CDOT had no other option that met safety, traffic, and community needs without 
impacting historic properties. The following sections describe the numerous options that CDOT 
considered to minimize effects to historic properties in the interchange area and explain the 
reasons why these options were or were not incorporated into the Proposed Action 
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EXHIBIT 3 
Historic Properties Immediately Adjacent to the Northeast Quadrant of the Interchange 
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2.2.1 Efforts to Minimize Effects of the Proposed Action on Historic Properties in 
the Northeast Quadrant of the Interchange 

Exhibit 4 illustrates the interchange design elements that were altered to minimize impacts to 
historic properties to the greatest extent possible, while still meeting design standards and 
capacity requirements. The location and width of the following design elements were 
considered carefully to minimize property impacts: 

• Location of the gore area for the westbound US 6 off-ramp;  
• Taper of the off-ramp;  
• Frontage road proximity to the off-ramp; and  
• Length of the deceleration lane for the loop ramp. 

The interaction of these elements with each other was also considered. The design team also 
considered removing the acceleration lane on Wadsworth associated with the northeast off-
ramp, but this would not be feasible given the traffic volumes on US 6 and Wadsworth. The 
resulting design of the Proposed Action represents the minimal effect to historic properties that 
was possible while still maintaining a design that meets minimum standards.  
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EXHIBIT 4 
Design Features of the Tight Diamond with Loop Interchange 
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2.3 Interchange Concepts and Design Options Considered but 
Dismissed 
Other interchange concepts were considered during the alternatives development and screening 
process; the concepts’ impacts to historic properties are described below. After the Proposed 
Action was selected, additional design options were considered in an attempt to avoid or 
minimize impacts to historic resources in the vicinity of the interchange; those options are also 
described below. 

2.3.1 Other Interchange Concepts 
Eight interchange design concepts were studied during the Level 1 screening process. Four of 
these concepts were screened out because they did not meet the purpose and need for the 
project. CDOT evaluated four remaining interchange design options that met the safety and 
mobility needs of the project: Tight Diamond, Tight Diamond with Loop (preferred), Single 
Point Urban Interchange, and Partial Cloverleaf. These four interchange designs were evaluated 
in detail before selection of a preferred alternative, and effects to historic properties were key 
considerations in the evaluation of the preferred alternative. 

Each of the four interchange design concepts would directly impact five historic resources 
northeast of the interchange. The impacts to the historic properties would result from two 
primary features shared by all of the interchange options: the need for a longer deceleration 
lane for the westbound off-ramp on US 6 and the need for an improved frontage road 
connection to Wadsworth in the northeast quadrant of the interchange.  

The longer deceleration lane required for the westbound US 6 off-ramp would widen US 6 to 
the north on the east side of Wadsworth Boulevard. Widening US 6 in this location would 
require the existing frontage road to also shift farther north. The three historic properties 
currently located on the frontage road in this area would be affected by each of the four options, 
due to the requirements for the off-ramp design. Two other historic properties near the frontage 
road and Wadsworth would be affected due to the location of the intersection of the frontage 
road and Wadsworth Boulevard. 

After detailed evaluation of the four interchange concepts, the Tight Diamond with Loop was 
determined to best balance transportation needs with environmental and community impacts 
and was selected as the preferred alternative. After the Tight Diamond with Loop concept was 
chosen, further refinement of the design specific to the northeast quadrant of the interchange 
was considered in an attempt to avoid or minimize impacts to the historic properties in this 
location.  
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2.3.2 Other Design Considerations to Avoid or Minimize Impacts to Historic 
Resources 

The design team looked at creative solutions that could be implemented with the Tight 
Diamond with Loop alternative to avoid or minimize impacts to historic properties in the 
northeast quadrant of the interchange. During a brainstorming session, four additional design 
options were developed, two of which could avoid five historic properties, and two of which 
could avoid two historic properties. Although the options avoid historic properties, further 
analysis revealed that each of the options has significant shortcomings and doesn’t satisfy the 
purpose and need for the project for one or more of the following reasons: they increase 
congestion; do not reduce congestion; are not safe; do not meet driver expectations; increase 
neighborhood cut through traffic; or do not meet design standards. These design options are 
illustrated in Exhibits 5 and 6.  

Option 1 - Merge Frontage Road with Off-Ramp could successfully avoid impacts to two of 
the five historic properties. However, several existing issues would not be addressed. Cut 
through traffic in the neighborhood would remain. The frontage road would remain tied into 
the off-ramp, mixing two different types and speeds of traffic flow and perpetuating an unsafe 
condition. Finally, the off-ramp would extend farther east than in the Proposed Action to allow 
US 6 traffic to decelerate before reaching the frontage road merge, increasing impacts east of the 
interchange. 

Option 2 – Folded Diamond Interchange could successfully avoid impacts to all five historic 
properties. However, the resulting impacts to properties northwest of the interchange and to 
the US 6 bridge over Wadsworth would substantially increase project cost; queuing traffic on 
the loop would impact traffic on US 6; and traffic operations on Wadsworth Boulevard within 
the interchange area would break down. 

Option 3 – Single Intersection Frontage Road and Off-Ramp could successfully avoid impacts 
to two of the five historic properties, but would create safety concerns at the intersection of the 
frontage road/off-ramp with Wadsworth Boulevard and would cause a break down in traffic 
operations on Wadsworth Boulevard within the interchange area.  

Option 4 – Folded Diamond Interchange with Frontage Road through Neighborhood could 
successfully avoid impacts to all five historic properties. However, the impacts discussed for 
Option 2 would apply. Additionally, routing the frontage road through the neighborhood 
would increase traffic through the historic Green Acres neighborhood. Reducing neighborhood 
cut-through traffic is an identified and community supported need for the project. 

After considering these avoidance options, the project team determined that the negative 
impacts to safety, traffic operations, project cost, neighborhoods, and other properties made 
these options infeasible. 
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EXHIBIT 5 
Rejected Avoidance Options 1 and 2 
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EXHIBIT 6 
Rejected Avoidance Options 3 and 4 
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3.0 Effects to Historic Properties 

3.1 Impacts of the No Action Alternative to Historic Properties 
Under the No Action Alternative, the US 6/Wadsworth Boulevard interchange would remain 
in its current configuration and Wadsworth Boulevard would not be widened. Because the 
interchange would not be reconstructed and Wadsworth Boulevard would not be widened, 
there would be no direct effect to historic properties in the APE. The residential setting of 
historic properties in the vicinity of the interchange would continue to be indirectly affected by 
the noise and dust emissions generated in proximity of the major highways. Although noise 
walls would continue to be present east of Wadsworth Boulevard, these walls have a negligible 
visual effect on the historic setting of properties in this area, primarily because the walls are 
located next to the highway (between the frontage road and the highway) and away from the 
residences. The walls also serve to reduce traffic noise and, therefore, represent a beneficial 
impact to the residential settings of these properties adjacent to the US 6 frontage roads. No 
sound walls would be provided west of Wadsworth Boulevard along US 6, and the beneficial 
effects to the residential character of historic properties located in these neighborhoods west of 
US 6, such as the Meadowlark Hills subdivision, would not be realized. 

3.2 Impacts of the Proposed Action to Historic Properties 
The Proposed Action includes changes to Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th and 14th Avenues 
and to the Wadsworth Boulevard interchange with US 6 as described in Section 2.0.  

Exhibits 7 through 10 summarize the effects to NRHP-eligible historic properties within the 
APE. Exhibit 7 provides a list of historic resources within the APE that are individually eligible 
for listing in the NRHP. Exhibit 8 provides a list of the historic resources located within the 
NRHP-eligible Lakewood School Historic District. Exhibits 9 and 10, meanwhile, provide lists of 
the historic resources located within the APE in the NRHP-eligible Green Acres and 
Meadowlark Hills Historic Districts, respectively.  
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EXHIBIT 7  
Effects to Individually Eligible Historic Resources in the APE  

Site No. Address Description Date 
NRHP 

Eligibility 
Proposed 

Action Impact 
Permanent 

Effect Finding 

Criteria of 
Adverse 

Effect 

5JF3548 7395 W. 6th Ave. 
Frontage Rd. 

English Norman 
Cottage single-
family residence  

1946 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

Demolition of 
structure (full 
acquisition) 

Adverse Effect i. Physical 
destruction 
of property 

5JF3549 7423 W. 6th Ave. 
Frontage Rd. 

Mediterranean 
Revival single-
family residence 

1939 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

Demolition of 
structure (full 
acquisition) 

Adverse Effect i. Physical 
destruction 
of property 

5JF3554 7558 W. 9th Ave. Art Deco single-
family residence 

1939 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

No direct or 
indirect impact 
(no change to 
setting) 

No Historic 
Properties 
Affected 

n/a 

5JF4511 1215 Wadsworth 
Blvd. 

Dutch Colonial 
Revival single-
family residence  

1918, 
1948-
1949 

Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion A 

Partial 
acquisition of 
historic property 
frontage  

No Adverse 
Effect 

n/a 

5JF4513 1230 Wadsworth 
Blvd. 

Craftsman 
Bungalow 
residence 
converted into a 
business  

1928 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

Acquisition of 
portion of 
property that 
does not 
contribute to 
historic 
significance  

No Adverse 
Effect 

n/a 

5JF4536 700 Wadsworth 
Blvd. 

Ranch residence 
converted into a 
business 

1947 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C  

Demolition of 
structure (full 
acquisition) 

Adverse Effect i. Physical 
destruction 
of property 

5JF4542 7433 W. 6th Ave. 
Frontage Rd. 

Minimal 
Traditional single-
family residence 

1940 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

Demolition of 
structure (full 
acquisition) 

Adverse Effect i. Physical 
destruction 
of property 

5JF4563 8125 W. 6th Ave. 
Frontage Rd. 

Craftsman single-
family residence 

1918 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

No direct or 
indirect impact 
(no adverse 
change to 
setting); 
beneficial noise 
reduction 

No Adverse 
Effect  

n/a 

5JF4586 401 Wadsworth 
Blvd. 

Gas Station 1958 Officially 
Eligible;  
Criterion C 

Roadway 
project ties into 
existing 
condition north 
of property 
boundary 

No Adverse 
Effect 

n/a 

  

 



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 27 

EXHIBIT 8 
Effects to Lakewood School Historic District, Site 5JF4512 

Building Description Date 
NRHP 

Eligibility Proposed Action Impact 
Permanent Effect 

Finding 

Lakewood School 
Historic District 

School complex 
comprising the New 
America School and 
Jefferson County 
Open School 

1927-
1977 

Officially 
Eligible 
Historic 
District, 
Criteria A 
and C 

Acquisition of portion of 
parking lot along eastern 
edge of the historic 
district; parking area is 
noncontributing to the 
significance of the historic 
district 

No Adverse Effect 

Building 1: New 
America School 

Renaissance 
Revival-style, two-
story, brick building 

1932-
1934 

Contributing 
Resource 

Acquisition of portion of 
parking lot in front of 
building that does not 
contribute to historic 
significance 

No Adverse Effect 

Building 2: Elementary 
School 

Art Deco, two-story, 
brick building 

1927 Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Building 3: Gymnasium Art Deco, one-story, 
brick building 

1927 Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Building 5: Arts and 
Administration 

Formalist, two-story, 
brick building 

Ca. 
1968-
1970 

Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Building 7: Junior High Art Deco, two-story, 
brick building 

1931 Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Structure 10: World 
War II Memorial 

Stone plaque and 
flag pole 

Ca. 
1950-
1951 

Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Structure 12: Storage 
Outbuilding 

One-story, concrete-
block outbuilding 

Ca. 
1950-
1951 

Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Memorial Field Soccer field with 
metal, arched 
entrance 

1950-
1951 

Contributing 
Resource 

No Impact No Adverse Effect 

Landscaped areas 
adjacent to 
Buildings 1, 2, 3, 7 

Concrete walkways, 
stairs, and flanking 
grass-covered 
landscaped areas 
and plantings in the 
vicinity of Buildings 
1, 2, 3, 7 

Ca. 
1920-
1950s 

Contributing 
Resource  

No Impact No Adverse Effect 
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EXHIBIT 9 
Effects to Green Acres Historic District 

Site No. Address Description Date 
NRHP 

Eligibility 
Proposed Action 

Impact 
Permanent Effect 

Finding 

Green 
Acres 
Historic 
District 

Bounded by 
Emerald Lane and 
Reed Street from 
US 6 to 9th Place 

Post World 
War II 
residential 
subdivision 

late 
1940s 
to 
early 
1960s 

Officially 
Eligible 
Historic 
District, 
Criteria A and 
C 

Construction of sound 
wall near south and west 
boundaries of the 
district; minor property 
acquisition from corner 
of one contributing 
property; beneficial 
effects of restoration of 
neighborhood roads and 
reduction in traffic noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF3610 700 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
red brick 

1950 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4526 7445 Highland 
Drive 

Split-Level clad 
in brick 

1957 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4527 7415 Highland 
Drive 

Two-story 
Colonial 
Revival clad in 
brick 

1957 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4528 7375 Highland 
Drive 

Split-Level-
style house 
clad in red 
brick 

1958 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4529 705 Emerald Lane Split-Level clad 
in vertical wood 
siding 

1961 Contributing 
Resource 

Indirect visual impact 
from construction of a 
sound barrier wall along 
rear/side of property 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4530 715 Emerald Lane Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1953 Contributing 
Resource 

Indirect visual impact 
from construction of a 
sound barrier wall along 
rear of property 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4537 7500 Broadview 
Drive 

Ranch clad in 
horizontal 
siding 

1947 Contributing 
Resource  

Partial acquisition 
(approximately 180 
square feet) required in 
southwest corner of 
property. Indirect visual 
impact from construction 
of a sound barrier wall 
along rear/side of 
property 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4541 7370 Broadview 
Drive 

Ranch clad in 
horizontal vinyl 
siding 

1947 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4543 740 Emerald Lane Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1953 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4544 730 Emerald Lane Ranch clad in 
red brick 

1953 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4545 701 Park Lane Split-Level clad 
in brick 

1955 Contributing 
Resource  

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 
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EXHIBIT 9 
Effects to Green Acres Historic District 

Site No. Address Description Date 
NRHP 

Eligibility 
Proposed Action 

Impact 
Permanent Effect 

Finding 

5JF4546 721 Park Lane Split-Level clad 
in brick 

1955 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4547 741 Park Lane Split-Level clad 
in brick 

1955 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4548 761 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
brick 

1955 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4549 781 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
brick 

1957 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4550 790 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
vertical siding 

1955 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4551 660 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
red brick 

1951 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4552 680 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1951 Contributing 
Resource  

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4553 720 Park Lane Ranch clad in 
red brick 

1951 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4636 710 Emerald Lane Ranch clad in 
brick 

1953 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect effect 
from reduced noise 

No Adverse Effect 

 

EXHIBIT 10 
Effects to Meadowlark Hills Historic District 

Site No. Address Description Date 
NRHP 

Eligibility 
Proposed Action 

Impact 
Permanent Effect 

Finding 

Meadowlark 
Hills Historic 
District 

Bounded by West 
6th Avenue/Frontage 
Road to the north, 
Carr Street to the 
east, West 1st 
Avenue to the south, 
and Garrison Street 
to the west 

Post World 
War II 
residential 
subdivision 

1953 to 
1956 

Officially 
Eligible 
Historic 
District, 
Criteria A and 
C 

Construction of sound 
wall across frontage 
road near districts 
northern boundary 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4590 545 Meadowlark 
Drive 

Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1955 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4591 540 Meadowlark 
Drive 

Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4592 555 Everett St. Ranch clad in 
red brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4593 560 Everett St. Ranch clad in 
brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 
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EXHIBIT 10 
Effects to Meadowlark Hills Historic District 

Site No. Address Description Date 
NRHP 

Eligibility 
Proposed Action 

Impact 
Permanent Effect 

Finding 

5JF4594 585 Estes St. Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4595 580 Estes St. Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4596 585 Dudley St. Ranch clad in 
red brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4597 580 Dudley St. Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4598 585 Dover St. Ranch clad in 
blonde brick 

1954 Contributing 
Resource  

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

5JF4599 590 Dover St. Split-Level 
clad in brick 

1955 Contributing 
Resource 

Beneficial indirect 
effect from reduced 
noise 

No Adverse Effect 

 

The following sections detail the effects to each historic property identified in the above 
exhibits. Properties near the interchange in the northeast quadrant are described first, as these 
properties are affected by the same aspects of the Proposed Action (the ramp and frontage road 
configurations) and, therefore, effects are better understood when discussed as a group. The 
discussion of effects to historic properties in the northeast quadrant is supplemented by 
Sections 2.2.1 and 2.3 of this report that detail efforts to avoid impacts to historic properties 
from the interchange design and other design considerations that were considered but did not 
meet the purpose and need for the project. The site description and NRHP eligibility summary 
are provided for context to the effects determination to assess whether alterations affect the 
characteristics that qualify the historic property for inclusion in or eligibility for the NRHP. Full 
descriptions of the sites and description of their historic importance can be found in Historic 
Resources Survey: US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard, Lakewood, Colorado (TEC, 2008). 
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3.2.1 7395 West 6th Avenue Frontage Road (5JF3548) 
Site Description 
The building at 7395 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is an English Norman Cottage-style, one-story, 
single-family house that is clad in blonde brick and was built in 1946 (Exhibit 11). The property 
is located east of Wadsworth Boulevard and north of US 6. The house’s principal façade and 
entrance face West 6th Avenue Frontage Road, and are located approximately 60 feet from the 
existing edge of the roadway. 

 
EXHIBIT 11 
7395 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road, view to the northeast from West 6th Avenue Frontage Road 

Eligibility Determination 
The house at 7395 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is eligible for listing in the NRHP under 
Criterion C because the house is representative of the English Norman Cottage architectural 
style in Lakewood. Its steeply pitched, cross-gabled entrance, brick masonry exterior, and 
arched door and window at its principal façade are all character-defining features of this style. 
The detached, two-car brick garage located northwest of the house contributes to the house’s 
historical setting and is a contributing historic feature of the property. 

Effect Determination 
CDOT would acquire the house and its detached garage under the Proposed Action. As 
illustrated in Exhibit 12, the roadway slope for the ramp (shown by the green line) would nearly 
touch the front entrance. Even if retaining walls were used at the edge of the ramp pavement 
(essentially moving the green line of the slope closer to the red line indicating the pavement 
edge), CDOT would need to acquire additional right-of-way along the frontage of this property 
to conduct maintenance activities, and the house would still need to be removed to allow for 
roadway maintenance.  
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EXHIBIT 12 
Effects of Proposed Action to 7395 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road 
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Although the overall property is relatively large at approximately 25,700 square feet, the house 
is located on the front portion of the property toward the frontage road. CDOT would need to 
acquire nearly all (93 percent) of the front yard area. CDOT determined that the entire property 
would need to be acquired for the following reasons: this property would be left with no front 
yard under the Proposed Action; there would not be sufficient room for CDOT to conduct 
roadway maintenance with the house in place; and the house would have marginal, if any, 
viability as a residence so close to the frontage road. Even without removal of the house, the 
loss of the front yard and setback from the roadway would be a significant Adverse Effect to 
the property’s historic setting.  

The garage would not need to be removed to support the Proposed Action, but without the 
house, the garage would not retain sufficient historical integrity to convey its NRHP eligibility. 
In addition, the garage would have no economical use or function without the house and 
would, therefore, also be acquired by CDOT. The removal of the house and garage would result 
in a direct impact and an Adverse Effect to this historic property under 36 CFR 800.5(i) Criteria 
of Adverse Effect, the physical destruction of, or damage to, all or part of the property. 

Avoidance Options 
As detailed in Section 2.2.1, CDOT minimized the footprint of the Proposed Action interchange 
design to minimize effects to historic properties. There were no design modifications to the 
ramp or frontage road configurations that could be implemented to avoid impacts to the 
historic building and meet safety or capacity requirements for the Proposed Action. Impacts to 
5JF3548 are primarily tied to the constraints of the gore area, where grade elevations and the 
lengths of deceleration lanes have been minimized as much as possible but still require removal 
of the house. Exhibit 4 (in Section 2.2.1) summarizes the constraints that affect the historic 
properties and why the effects cannot be avoided. 

In Section 2.3, several alternative interchange designs to avoid effects to this and other historic 
properties in the northeast quadrant of the interchange are described. These designs did not 
meet the safety and mobility requirements for the project. Most were also not effective at saving 
the historic properties, as illustrated in Exhibits 5 and 6 (in Section 2.3.2). Of the alternative 
designs that did meet the purpose and need, the Tight Diamond with Loop (the Proposed 
Action) has the least impact to historic properties in the northeast quadrant because it has the 
narrowest footprint. Because of the loop ramp in the northwest quadrant, the off-ramp from 
westbound US 6 to northbound Wadsworth can be a single lane, allowing traffic to merge onto 
Wadsworth Boulevard without stopping at a signal. Under a traditional diamond interchange 
(as implemented on the eastbound to southbound and southbound to eastbound ramps on the 
south side of US 6) or the Single Point Urban Interchange, vehicles must stop at a signal before 
entering onto Wadsworth (to allow left-hand turns, which are handled by the loop ramp in the 
Proposed Action). To accommodate queues of waiting vehicles, additional lanes must be 
provided to avoid cars backing up onto US 6. The additional width required for a multi-lane 
ramp design would have required more right-of-way in the northeast quadrant. The Partial 
Cloverleaf has a similar footprint to the Tight Diamond with Loop in the northeast quadrant 
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because it maintains a loop in the northwest quadrant and adds a loop in the southeast 
quadrant.  

Another avoidance option CDOT considered was moving the house back on its existing lot and 
maintaining the property in residential use rather than demolishing the building.  While the 
remaining lot would be approximately 30 percent smaller than others in the neighborhood, it 
would be a lot size comparable to smaller lots in other areas of metro Denver, and a site plan 
could be developed to meet requirements for its R1 zoning.  

The project team contacted Professional Building Movers Inc., a house moving company, to 
assess whether the house could be feasibly moved.  The company determined that the house 
could be moved without significant damage, but the detached garage could not be moved 
because it is located too close to the house and would not be economical to move. (If the house 
were removed, the garage could stay in place but in order to make room to move the house, the 
garage would need to be removed or relocated.) The cost to move the house would be 
approximately $46,000.  This cost does not include a new foundation (or basement), utility 
disconnect and reconnect, garage demolition, tree removal and site preparation, site cleanup, 
security fencing, or permitting costs, which could add another $50,000 or more to the cost.  
Excavating and finishing a new basement also would add to the cost. 

The project team contacted the City of Lakewood Code Enforcement, Planning, Environmental 
Services, and Heritage, Culture & the Arts departments to determine whether the moved house 
could meet current City codes and to ascertain their preferences for this property.  Generally, 
there were no restrictions that would prevent CDOT from moving the house and retaining the 
property in residential use.  Lakewood staff did not express strong preferences for either 
moving or demolishing the properties and preferred to defer to the property owner’s wishes.  
The Heritage, Culture & the Arts (HCA) Manager expressed the desire to consider alternatives 
to demolishing the house.  The Lakewood Historical Society and the Jefferson County Historical 
Commission ( Section 106 consulting parties) will be asked to provide comments or questions 
based on the conclusions in this report and CDOT and SHPO will consult with them as part of 
the Section 106 process.  

The property owner has been in active contact with CDOT and is anxious to be relocated as 
soon as possible.  Although the property owner does not wish to move her house on the lot, 
CDOT does have a process where it could acquire the property from the current property 
owner, move the house, and resell the property. In this scenario, CDOT would need to sell the 
property with a conservation easement (under 36 CFR 800.5(vii) Criteria of Adverse Effect, 
Transfer, lease, or sale of the property) placing restrictions or conditions on the house to ensure 
the long-term preservation of the property’s historic significance.  CDOT has implemented this 
type of transfer in the past, but it is not common due to the cost, complexity and administration 
of an agreement and the difficulty in finding an interested buyer familiar with and accepting of 
easements and their terms.  CDOT would also need the help of a preservation entity, such as 
Colorado Historical Foundation, to value the easement and enforce its conditions.  These costs 



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 35 

add to the project cost of moving the properties and also represent ongoing maintenance costs 
to CDOT that are difficult to fund after the construction project is completed.  

CDOT is also concerned that the house may be difficult to market because of the restrictions of 
the conservation easement and the location of the house along the frontage road.  Although 
CDOT is confident that the house would have some value, it is likely to have a significantly 
reduced value as compared to others in the neighborhood.  The potentially long process of 
selling the property also presents problems protecting the property from vandalism or criminal 
activity and in maintaining the property in good condition.   

The historic integrity of the property would be significantly diminished if the house were 
relocated to the rear portion of its parcel. The detached garage, a contributing architectural 
feature, has to be moved before the house is moved because it is in the way. The moving 
company did not recommend moving the garage due to cost.  The removal of the garage would 
result in loss of an important contributing element of the property’s historic significance.  The 
acquisition of 30 percent of the property would cause the property’s residential setting to be 
diminished by the loss of land, the loss of mature trees and vegetation that screen the house 
along West 6th Avenue Frontage Road, and the reduced setback distance between the front of 
the house and the new Frontage Road, all of which are characteristics of its setting. Moreover, 
trees at the rear of the lot would need to be removed to accommodate the relocation of the 
house. Moving the house would also detach the building from its original, raised basement. The 
reconstruction of a new basement underneath the house would introduce replacement 
materials, and result in additional integrity loss to the house. 

After careful consideration, CDOT has determined that moving the house is not a feasible 
avoidance option. Moving the property would diminish the property’s historical integrity, and 
the property owner does not want to move the house.  In addition, the cost, complexity, and 
administration of a conservation easement and difficulty in finding a new owner familiar with 
and willing to accept the restrictions of this agreement would create a significant challenge to 
executing this action in a timely manner.    

3.2.2 7423 West 6th Avenue Frontage Road (5JF3549) 
Site Description 
The building at 7423 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is a Mediterranean Revival-style, one-story, 
single-family residence clad in stucco that was built in 1939 (Exhibit 13). The property is located 
east of Wadsworth Boulevard and north of US 6. The house’s principal façade and entrance face 
West 6th Avenue Frontage Road, and are located approximately 69 feet from the existing edge 
of the roadway.  
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EXHIBIT 13 
7423 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road, view to the north from West 6th Avenue Frontage Road 

Eligibility Determination 
The house at 7423 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is eligible for listing for the NRHP under 
Criterion C because it is representative of the Mediterranean Revival architectural style in 
Lakewood. Its low-pitched, cross-gabled roof, terra cotta roofing materials, stucco exterior, 
arched entrance with glazed decorative tiles, and casement windows are all character-defining 
features of this style. The house’s detached, stucco-clad garage located northwest of the house is 
also clad in stucco, and is a contributing historic feature of the property. 

Effect Determination 
CDOT would need to acquire the house and its detached garage under the Proposed Action. As 
illustrated in Exhibit 14, the proposed off-ramps for westbound US 6 to northbound Wadsworth 
Boulevard (the northern set of red lines) and roadway slope would run through the house. As 
with 5JF3548, the garage would not be directly affected but would not retain historic integrity or 
residential function if disconnected from the residence. Further, CDOT would need to acquire 
the entire parcel because it would no longer be useful as a residence. The removal of the house 
and garage would result in a direct impact and an Adverse Effect to this historic property 
under 36 CFR 800.5(i), the physical destruction of, or damage to, all or part of the property. 
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EXHIBIT 14 
Effects to 7423 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road  
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Avoidance Options 
As with 5JF3548, effects to 5JF3549 were unavoidable because of the constraints of the 
interchange design. Other interchange types had equal or greater impacts, and modifications to 
the Proposed Action that could have saved the property were not possible because those 
modifications would have resulted in unsafe conditions or severely congested traffic conditions. 
See discussion and illustrations in Section 2.0.  

As with 5JF3548, CDOT also considered moving the house back on the lot and maintaining the 
property in residential use as an avoidance option to demolishing the building and garage. Like 
5JF3548, after acquisition of land for the Proposed Action, the remaining lot would be 
approximately 30 percent smaller than others in the neighborhood but would be a lot size 
comparable to smaller lots in other areas of metro Denver. A site plan could be developed to 
meet requirements for its R1 zoning.  

The project team contacted Professional Building Movers Inc. to assess whether the house could 
be feasibly moved.  The company determined that the house could be moved without 
significant damage, but the detached garage could not because it is located too close to the 
house and would not be economical to move. (If the house were removed, the garage could stay 
in place but in order to make room to move the house, the garage would need to be removed or 
relocated.) The cost of moving the house would be approximately $45,000.  This cost does not 
include a new foundation (or basement), utility disconnect and reconnect, garage demolition, 
tree removal and site preparation, site cleanup, security fencing, or permitting costs, which 
could add another $50,000 or more to the cost.  Excavating a new basement also would add to 
the cost. 

The same administrative and maintenance constraints that made moving 5JF3548 infeasible also 
apply to 5JF3549. The current property owner is elderly; although she has been in contact with 
CDOT right-of-way staff regarding the acquisition process, the option of moving her house has 
not been discussed so her preferences are not known.  Depending on the timing of acquisition, 
even if the current property owner wished to live in a moved property, it is possible that a 
change in ownership could occur. Regardless of the current ownership, attaching a conservation 
easement to the property would present long-term challenges to future real estate transactions 
and would represent a long-term maintenance cost that CDOT would have difficulty funding. 

The historic integrity of the property would be significantly diminished if the house were 
relocated to the rear portion of its parcel. The detached garage, a contributing architectural 
feature, has to be moved before the house is moved because it is in the way. The moving 
company did not recommend moving the garage due to cost.  The removal of the garage would 
result in loss of an important contributing element of the property’s historic significance.  The 
acquisition of 30 percent of the property would cause the property’s residential setting to be 
diminished by the loss of land, the loss of mature trees and vegetation that screen the house 
along West 6th Avenue Frontage Road, and the reduced setback distance between the front of 
the house and the new Frontage Road under the Proposed Action, all of which are 
characteristics of its setting. Moreover, trees at the rear of the lot would need to be removed to 
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accommodate the relocation of the house. Moving the house would also detach the building 
from its original, raised basement. The reconstruction of a new basement underneath the house 
would introduce replacement materials, and result in additional integrity loss to the house.  

After careful consideration, CDOT has determined that moving the house is not a feasible 
avoidance option. Moving the house would diminish the property’s historical integrity.  In 
addition, the cost, complexity, and administration of a conservation easement and difficulty in 
finding a new owner familiar with and willing to accept the restrictions of this agreement 
would create a significant challenge to executing this action in a timely manner.    

3.2.3 7433 West 6th Avenue Frontage Road (5JF4542)  
Site Description 
The building at 7433 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is a one-story, Minimal Traditional-style, 
single-family house that was built in 1940 (Exhibit 15). It is located east of Wadsworth 
Boulevard and north of US 6. The house’s principal façade and entrance face West 6th Avenue 
Frontage Road and are located approximately 42 feet from the existing edge of the roadway. 

 
EXHIBIT 15 
7433 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road, view to the north from West 6th Avenue Frontage Road 

Eligibility Determination 
The house at 7433 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is eligible for listing on the NRHP under 
Criterion C because it is representative of the Minimal Traditional architectural style in 
Lakewood. Its low-pitched, cross-gabled roof, horizontal siding, boxy footprint, and multi-light 
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windows are all character-defining features of this style, and all of these features appear to be 
original and unaltered.  

Effect Determination 
As illustrated in Exhibit 16, the proposed ramp for westbound US 6 to northbound Wadsworth 
Boulevard would directly affect the house at 7433 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road. Because the 
building would be removed, CDOT would acquire the entire property to implement the 
Proposed Action. The removal of the house would result in a direct impact and an Adverse 
Effect to this historic property under 36 CFR 800.5(i), the physical destruction of, or damage to, 
all or part of the property. 
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EXHIBIT 16 
Effects to 7433 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road  
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Avoidance Options 
As with 5JF3548 and 5JF3549, effects to 5JF4542 were unavoidable because of the constraints of 
the interchange design. Other interchange types had equal or greater impacts, and 
modifications to the Proposed Action that could have saved the property were not possible 
because those modifications would have resulted in unsafe conditions or severely congested 
traffic conditions. See discussion and illustrations in Section 2.0.  

As with 5JF3548 and 5JF3549, CDOT also considered moving the house back on the lot and 
maintaining the property in residential use as an avoidance option to demolishing the house. 
Like 5JF3548 and 5JF2549, after acquisition of land for the Proposed Action, the remaining lot 
would be approximately 30 percent smaller than others in the neighborhood but would be a lot 
size comparable to smaller lots in other areas of metro Denver. Unlike 5JF3548 and 5JF3549, the 
lot is not deep, but it is wide enough to potentially relocate the house on the existing lot and 
maintain it in residential use.  To develop an approved site plan, however, the house would 
need to be reoriented on the remainder parcel to maintain the setback requirements for zoning.  

The project team contacted Professional Building Movers Inc. to assess whether the house could 
be feasibly moved.  The company determined that the house could be moved without 
significant damage. There is no garage on this property. The cost would be approximately 
$21,000.  This cost does not include a new foundation (or basement), utility disconnect and 
reconnect, tree removal and site preparation, site cleanup, security fencing, or permitting costs, 
which could add another $50,000 or more to the cost.  Excavating a new basement also would 
add to the cost. 

The same administrative and maintenance constraints that made moving 5JF3548 and 5JF3549 
infeasible also apply to 5JF4542. CDOT has been in contact with the property owner about other 
commercial property he owns in the project area, but the owner has not been interested in 
effects to this residential property; it is not clear if the owner resides at the house or if the house 
is a rental property. Regardless of the current ownership and rental status, attaching a 
conservation easement to the property would present long-term challenges to future real estate 
transactions and would represent a long-term maintenance cost that CDOT would have 
difficulty funding. 

The historic integrity of 5JF4542 would be significantly diminished if the house were relocated 
and reoriented to the east end of its remaining land area. Mature trees and vegetation that 
screen the house along West 6th Avenue Frontage Road would need to be removed.  On the 
west side of the property (which would be the new orientation to the front façade), there would 
be no vegetation left screening the house from the roadway.  Maintaining the required setback 
distance from the roadway would also require removal of mature trees on the east side of the 
parcel (which would be the new backyard area in the reoriented house).  The loss of land, 
reorientation of the house, and removal of vegetation would result in loss of characteristics of its 
setting. Moving the house would also detach the building from its original, raised basement. 
The reconstruction of a new basement underneath the house would introduce replacement 
materials, and result in additional integrity loss to the house.  
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After careful consideration, CDOT has determined that moving the house is not a feasible 
avoidance option. Moving the property would diminish the property’s historical integrity.  In 
addition, the cost, complexity, and administration of a conservation easement and difficulty in 
finding a new owner familiar with and willing to accept the restrictions of this agreement 
would create a significant challenge to executing this action in a timely manner.    

3.2.4 700 Wadsworth Boulevard (5JF4536) 
Site Description 
The building at 700 Wadsworth Blvd. is a one-story, Ranch-style house with Usonian 
characteristics (Exhibits 17 and 18). It was constructed in 1947 and is clad in ashlar stone 
masonry. The property is located on the east side of Wadsworth Boulevard, north of US 6, and 
its principal façade and entrance face north toward Broadview Drive (see Exhibit 17). The 
property’s western edge is located along Wadsworth Boulevard, and the house is set back 33 
feet from the existing edge of pavement for Wadsworth (and elevated approximately 10 feet) on 
this side (see Exhibit 18). The house’s rear, south façade is currently set back 57 feet from the 
off-ramp (and also elevated approximately 15 feet) from US 6 to Wadsworth Boulevard at its 
southwest corner, the shortest distance between the rear façade and the off-ramp. A concrete 
retaining wall marks the west and south boundary of the property.  

 
EXHIBIT 17 
700 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the south from Broadview Drive 
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EXHIBIT 18 
700 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the southeast across Wadsworth Boulevard 

Eligibility Determination 
The building at 700 Wadsworth Blvd. is eligible for listing on the NRHP under Criterion C 
because it is a good example of a late 1940s residence that blends the Ranch and Usonian 
architectural styles. The building’s low-pitched hipped roof, its elongated, asymmetrical façade, 
and minimal front porch are all character-defining features of the Ranch style. The house also 
exhibits Usonian architectural features with its use of natural materials, as seen in the ashlar 
stone siding, the deep overhanging eaves, the centralized chimney that is also clad in stone, the 
inside-outside stone walls that project forward from the principal façade, and the expanses of 
tall, integrated plate-glass windows that dematerialized the façade and blend the delineation 
between the indoors and outdoors. 

Effect Determination 
As illustrated in Exhibit 19, the building at 700 Wadsworth Blvd. is located along the tight curve 
of the existing off-ramp from westbound US 6 to northbound Wadsworth Boulevard. In 
addition to the close horizontal distance to both the ramp and Wadsworth, the property is 
elevated 10 to 15 feet from the surrounding roadways. Not accounting for the grade difference 
(which exacerbates options to avoid the property), the auxiliary lane on Wadsworth impacts the 
house to the west, and the frontage road affects the building to the east, the property would 
need to be removed under the Proposed Action. Because this property would be demolished, 
the removal of the building would result in a direct impact and an Adverse Effect to this 
historic property under 36 CFR 800.5(i) Criteria of Adverse Effect, which is the physical 
destruction of, or damage to, all or part of the property. 
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EXHIBIT 19 
Effects to 700 Wadsworth Boulevard 
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Avoidance Options 
CDOT considered numerous design options to avoid direct effect to this property. Both the 
ramp/frontage road design of the interchange and the widening of Wadsworth affected this 
property. 

As with 5JF3548, 5JF3549, and 5JF4542, effects to the east side of 5JF4536 were unavoidable 
because of the constraints of the interchange design as described previously. An additional 
option was considered to save this property that was not available for the other three. This 
option would create an “island” around the property, where the ramp and the frontage road 
would be aligned along either side of the property, allowing the property to remain. This 
“island” option was not possible for the following reasons: 

• It would not be possible to provide reasonable access to the property because of the grade 
differences between the ramp and frontage roads and the house. Moreover, providing direct 
access to the property from the ramp is not a safe condition because off-ramp traffic would 
not expect to yield to allow access to the property. Providing access off the frontage road 
would be acceptable, but it would be difficult to meet sight distance requirements because 
of the grade differences as the property is on a high point. 

• This option would not accommodate the proposed realignment of the frontage road to 
restore the local road connection to Broadview and separate neighborhood and frontage 
road traffic. The proposed realignment of the frontage road has significant benefits to the 
Green Acres neighborhood through improving neighborhood access, reducing cut-through 
traffic, and improving safety by separating higher speed frontage road traffic from 
neighborhood traffic.  

• Realigning the frontage road to avoid 700 Wadsworth would move the frontage road to the 
east and would affect one or two contributing properties (7500 Broadview Drive and 715 
Emerald Lane) in the Green Acres Historic District.  

Unlike the other affected historic properties in the northeast quadrant, the widening of 
Wadsworth and the addition of the fourth merge lane between the interchange and Highland 
Drive also affect 5JF4536. To avoid impacts to the property from Wadsworth widening, CDOT 
considered not adding a fourth lane on Wadsworth between the exit ramp terminus and 
Highland Drive. This option did not meet the safety and mobility requirements for the project, 
as illustrated in Exhibit 4 and summarized below. 

• If the auxiliary lane were not added, the ramp terminus would need to be changed to a yield 
condition. The yield condition would cause significant backups along the ramp that would 
extend to US 6, affecting the traffic movement on US 6.  

• The yield condition would also increase the accident potential for rear-end collisions on the 
off-ramp. The off-ramp is already a high accident location for rear-end collisions, and the 
yield condition would not be safe.  
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• Even if the yield condition were implemented, a drilled caisson retaining wall would be 
required because of elevation difference between Wadsworth (low) and the property (high), 
and there is not sufficient horizontal space to build walls with footings. This type of wall 
construction is expensive and may not be possible without affecting the building at 700 
Wadsworth. Because of the narrow area for work, there may not be adequate room to 
maneuver drilling equipment next to the property to construct a drilled caisson wall. 
Additionally, the sidewalk would need to be routed around the backside of 700 Wadsworth, 
which would increase impacts to the east side of this property, as well as the Green Acres 
Historic District properties. 

• To avoid the problems of a single lane yield condition, CDOT considered a two-lane 
signalized turn at the ramp terminus. This option would solve the queuing and rear-end 
collision problems but would adversely affect Wadsworth traffic, increasing congestion 
along Wadsworth as through traffic stops at an additional signal.  

• A two-lane signal would also require more space, which would adversely affect the south 
side of 5JF4536. 

Options for 700 Wadsworth are especially limited because the property is located between two 
sets of constraints (the ramp/frontage road location issues and the auxiliary lane requirements 
along Wadsworth). There were no feasible options to avoiding effects to this property. 

Because of the amount of land required for the Proposed Action and the grade differences 
between the roadways and the house (the house is on a high point), the house cannot be moved 
within its existing site. Realigning the frontage road to the east and moving the house to the east 
on its lot might be possible, but this would create impacts to at least one of the contributing 
properties in the Green Acres Historic District (see discussion on realigning the frontage road 
above). 

3.2.5 7558 West 9th Avenue (5JF3554) 
Site Description 
The building at 7558 W. 9th Ave. is an Art Deco-style, one-story, single-family house that was 
built in 1939 (Exhibit 20). The property is located east of Wadsworth Boulevard along the south 
side of West 9th Avenue, one parcel east of Wadsworth Boulevard. The house’s detached 
garage is located 170 feet from the eastern boundary of Wadsworth Boulevard. The house’s 
principal façade, entrance, and garage face West 9th Avenue.  
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EXHIBIT 20 
7558 West 9th Avenue, view to the southeast 

Eligibility Determination 
The property at 7558 W. 9th Ave. is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C as a good 
example of an Art Deco-style, single-family residence in Lakewood. The house’s flat, parapetted 
roof with decorative black glass, geometric lines, and curvilinear entrance wall flanked by glass 
block lights are characteristic features of the Art Deco style. The house is the only example of an 
Art Deco single-family residence observed within the APE. Its associated detached garage is 
located to the southwest of the house and is a contributing historic feature of the property. 

Effect Determination 
The house at 7558 W. 9th Ave. faces 9th Avenue. The neighboring property to its immediate 
west, 890 Wadsworth Blvd., which faces Wadsworth Boulevard at 9th Avenue, separates the 
property from Wadsworth. As illustrated in Exhibit 21, the roadway widening at Wadsworth 
Boulevard does not directly or indirectly affect this property due to its distance from the 
roadway. The Proposed Action would require no direct acquisition or use of 5JF3554. The 
widening of Wadsworth would shorten the distance between Wadsworth Boulevard to the 
property line from 160 feet to 151 feet but the existing buffer between Wadsworth and the house 
would remain. The neighboring building at 890 Wadsworth Blvd. would remain in place under 
the Proposed Action and, therefore, the visual screen toward Wadsworth Boulevard that this 
building provides would remain unchanged as the result of the widening. Dense vegetation at 
the west edge of the property between the house at 7558 W. 9th Ave. and the parcel at 890 
Wadsworth further screen the house from Wadsworth Boulevard, and this visual buffer would 
be unaffected. The house is also set back from 9th Avenue, and its principal façade cannot be 
seen from Wadsworth Boulevard. As a result, indirect visual impacts are not expected from the 
Proposed Action’s widening of Wadsworth Boulevard and construction of sidewalks along 
Wadsworth Boulevard in this area. Therefore, the Proposed Action would not result in any 
impact to this property, and the resulting determination is No Historic Properties Affected. 
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EXHIBIT 21 
Effects to 7558 W. 9th Ave.  
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Avoidance Options 
Because the property is not affected, avoidance options are not necessary. 
 
3.2.6 1215 Wadsworth Boulevard (5JF4511)  
Site Description 
The structure at 1215 Wadsworth Blvd. is a Dutch Colonial Revival-style, single-family house 
that was originally built in 1918, and later reconfigured in 1948-1949 (Exhibits 22 through 24). It 
is located west of Wadsworth Boulevard on the north side of West 12th Avenue. This property 
can be accessed from both Wadsworth Boulevard and West 12th Avenue. The house’s primary 
entrance is located off of Wadsworth Boulevard, and its principal façade faces Wadsworth 
Boulevard, approximately 103 feet from the roadway.  

 

EXHIBIT 22 
1215 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the northwest 
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EXHIBIT 23 
1215 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the northwest from the east side of Wadsworth Boulevard 

 

EXHIBIT 24 
1215 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the west from the east side of Wadsworth Boulevard 

Eligibility Determination 
The house at 1215 Wadsworth Blvd. is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A 
because the building represents the region’s transition from an agricultural community into a 
suburban city from the 1920s through the 1950s. The house illustrated this change when it was 
renovated and reconfigured from a barn structure into a single-family residence, while retaining 
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the Dutch Colonial Revival character of the original barn through its gambrel roof, flared eaves, 
dormers, and covered front porch. Although the property does not retain sufficient architectural 
integrity of its original construction to be eligible under NRHP Criterion C for architectural 
importance, it is eligible under Criterion A as a direct representative of Lakewood’s transition 
from an agricultural community into a suburban city during the approximate 30-year period 
between the 1920s and the 1950s.  

The three outbuildings that are located at the rear, west side of the property, are not original to 
the ca. 1920-1950s period of significance and, therefore, are not features that support the historic 
significance of the property. Because of its relatively undeveloped setting, 1215 Wadsworth 
Blvd. is one of the few properties remaining on Wadsworth Boulevard that conveys the 
agricultural setting, feeling, and association of its past use and that of the region’s local history. 
The property’s intact historic landscape features consist of the landscaping and trees 
surrounding the house and the circular gravel driveway that leads from Wadsworth Boulevard 
to the house. According to as-built drawings for Wadsworth (that show 1215 Wadsworth) and 
historical photographs, these landscape features and circular drive have remained unchanged 
since the property’s late 1940s conversion, and many of the current trees that screen the house 
from Wadsworth Boulevard may be original to this period (see Exhibits 25 and 26). The original 
circular gravel driveway that is seen in historic photos taken in the late 1940s, and shown in a 
1960 As-Built Drawing of Wadsworth Boulevard is also still in place, and is significant to the 
late 1940s-1950s period of significance.  

 
EXHIBIT 25  
Historic photo of the house at 1215 Wadsworth Blvd., taken during its reconstruction from a barn to a house in 1948-1949. The 
circular driveway is seen in the foreground. View is of south façade, looking northwest. Source: Lakewood Historical Society 
photo collection. 
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EXHIBIT 26  
Historic photo of the house at 1215 Wadsworth Blvd., 1948-1949. View of west (rear) and south façades, looking northeast. 
Source: Lakewood Historical Society photo collection. 
 
Landscape features that do not contribute to the historic significance of the property include the 
areas covering the Dry Gulch culvert at the southwest portion of the property, the additional 
driveways at the south half of the parcel, and the dirt walking path along Wadsworth 
Boulevard. The concrete culvert at Dry Gulch that was reconstructed sometime in the late 1960s 
or early 1970s unearthed this portion of the property, disturbing the original 1940-1950s 
landscape. The gravel driveways that currently lead from the original, circular driveway 
southward to 12th Avenue and Wadsworth Boulevard were also added later, probably as the 
result of the increasing traffic on Wadsworth Boulevard. Finally, the dirt walking path along 
Wadsworth Boulevard does not appear to be an original feature of the property. In the absence 
of a concrete sidewalk, this path appears to be the result of pedestrian traffic that has steadily 
increased with the commercial development of Wadsworth Boulevard in the last 30 years. This 
pathway feature was not noted on the 1960 as-built drawing (Exhibit 27), and it likely emerged 
sometime after the widening of Wadsworth Boulevard in ca. 1961, and thus was not created 
during the property’s period of significance, ca. 1920-1950s. Although none of these landscape 
alterations are visually intrusive to the property’s overall historic feeling and association, they 
do not contribute to the historic setting because they were altered after the period of 
significance for the property and are not original features to the property.  
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EXHIBIT 27 
The circular gravel drive on the 1215 Wadsworth Blvd. property is shown on this portion of a 1960 as-built drawing. Colorado 
Department of Highways, Plan and Profile of Proposed Colorado Project Number C-11-0121-26. State Highway No. 121, 
Jefferson County, 11-4-1960. 
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Effect Determination 
Under the Proposed Action, a concrete sidewalk would be constructed along Wadsworth 
Boulevard in front of this property where none currently exists. The sidewalk is generally 
detached with a buffer between the roadway and sidewalk. Detached sidewalks are an 
important element of the purpose and need for the project to improve pedestrian and bicycle 
mobility and safety through the project area. At 1215 Wadsworth, detached sidewalks are 
important because of a projected high volume of pedestrian activity in the area from the 
Jefferson County Open School immediately to the south of 1215 Wadsworth and the future light 
rail station north of the property on the east side of Wadsworth. To avoid affecting the large tree 
at the east central portion of the property (see Exhibit 28), the sidewalk was attached in this 
location. 
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EXHIBIT 28 
Rendering of New Sidewalk in front of 1215 Wadsworth Blvd. – before and after conditions (top and bottom, respectively). 
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The Proposed Action would require removal of the informal walking path, which is not related 
to the property’s period of significance and is not a feature that contributes to the historic 
significance of the property. It would also require the removal of a portion of the undeveloped 
land and part of the original, circular gravel driveway, both of which are original to the period 
of significance and do support the NRHP eligibility of the property. As illustrated in Exhibit 29, 
an approximately 37-foot-wide strip along the entire front edge of the property boundary 
would need to be acquired to accommodate a widened roadway and sidewalk. The roadway 
would move approximately 12 feet closer to the house, although approximately half of this 
distance (6 feet) is already within CDOT’s ROW along Wadsworth Boulevard.  
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EXHIBIT 29 
Effects to 1215 Wadsworth Blvd.  
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The primary change to the property and largest acquisition is for the detached sidewalk that 
would be added to the front of the property. (The dirt walking path present in front of the 
property is shown in Exhibits 23 and 28.) However, the house would still be set back from the 
sidewalk by 74 feet and the majority of the circular gravel driveway west of the widening, 
including the circular portion, would remain intact. The sidewalk design was modified to allow 
the large tree in the center of the property to remain, as shown in Exhibit 28.  

Even with these proposed changes to the landscape along Wadsworth Boulevard, the property 
would continue to convey its historic significance as a former agricultural property that was 
converted into a single-family residence, and the site’s overall integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, would not drastically change or 
diminish. Therefore, the removal of a minor portion of the historic landscape and setting as a 
result of implementing the Proposed Action would result in No Adverse Effect to the property 
because the impact does not negatively affect the property’s NRHP eligibility.  

Although the property’s landscape on the south side will be temporarily disturbed when the 
drainage culvert under Wadsworth Boulevard is widened and lengthened, this area does not 
contribute to the historical significance of the property. The construction work is not likely to 
affect the property’s trees or other older, historic landscape features at the center and northern 
areas of the parcel. The current culvert is buried under the property and would continue to be 
underground and unseen after it is replaced, resulting in no visual impact to the property’s 
historic features. There also is some potential that the Proposed Action could affect the 
outbuildings in the southwestern portion of the property, but these structures are not historic 
features of the property.  

Avoidance Options 
CDOT incorporated a modified sidewalk option to attach the sidewalk in front of the large tree. 
This design modification avoids impact to the tree, a contributing feature of the historic 
landscape. Instructions for avoiding the two mature trees along the eastern boundary of the 
property will be included in the construction specifications to avoid inadvertent damage to the 
trees during construction. 

3.2.7 1230 Wadsworth Boulevard (5JF4513)  
Site Description 
The building at 1230 Wadsworth Blvd. is a 1928 Craftsman-style, single-family Bungalow 
residence that currently houses a hair salon business (Exhibit 30). It is located along the east side 
of Wadsworth Boulevard between 11th and 12th Avenues. The principal entrance fronts 
Wadsworth and is located approximately 48 feet from the existing roadway. The building is 
surrounded by asphalt paving on all sides. The primary parking is in the back of the building, 
although several parking spaces are also available in the front (as shown in Exhibit 30). A large 
vegetated area is present behind the paved parking area at the rear of the property.  
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EXHIBIT 30 
1230 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the northeast from across Wadsworth Boulevard 

Eligibility Determination 
The building at 1230 Wadsworth Blvd. is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
good example of a Craftsman/Bungalow-style single-family residence. This architectural style 
is evidenced by its wood-frame 3/1 and 4/1 double-hung sash windows, a front porch, and a 
clipped-gabled roof with overhanging eaves. A windshield survey of Wadsworth Boulevard 
within the APE indicated that this building is a rare intact example of a late-1920s residence 
along this segment of the roadway.  

The residential setting and landscaping that was original to 1230 Wadsworth Blvd. when it was 
used as a single-family residence was lost when the landscape was paved over with asphalt to 
create parking areas in front of and behind the building. Although the house remains intact, this 
paving resulted in a loss of the residential landscape and historical setting surrounding the 
building. 

Effect Determination 
The Proposed Action would construct a new sidewalk along Wadsworth Boulevard in front of 
1230 Wadsworth Blvd., and this undertaking would convert a strip of this parcel adjacent to 
Wadsworth Boulevard for the expanded roadway and sidewalk. As illustrated in Exhibits 31 
and 32, the Proposed Action would not affect the structure or its current business use. Burying 
the overhead power lines along the front of the property would have a beneficial visual effect. 
Although a portion of the property would be acquired for the Proposed Action, this acquisition 
would have No Adverse Effect to the property because the affected portion of the property 
does not support the historically important qualities of the house, and the business would 
remain in place and viable after implementation of the Proposed Action.  



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 61 

 
EXHIBIT 31 
Effects to 1230 Wadsworth Blvd. 
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EXHIBIT 32 
Rendering of Wadsworth Boulevard widening and improved sidewalk effects on 1230 Wadsworth Blvd., (5JF4513) – before and 
after conditions (top and bottom, respectively) 



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 63 

Avoidance Options 
CDOT considered attaching the sidewalk in this location to minimize the effect to the historic 
property. Because the portion of the property affected does not affect character-defining 
elements of the property, however, neither the detached nor attached sidewalk adversely 
affected the historic integrity of the property. CDOT and City of Lakewood right-of-way and 
planning staff agree that the property can remain in place as a hair salon with the loss of front 
parking spaces, and acquisition of the property is not necessary to implement the Proposed 
Action. Detached sidewalks have important pedestrian and bicycle benefits and were, therefore, 
included in the Proposed Action. 

3.2.8 8125 West 6th Avenue Frontage Road (5JF4563)  
Site Description 
The structure at 8125 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road is a one-story, Craftsman-style house clad in 
stucco that was built in 1918 (Exhibits 33 and 34). It is located west of Wadsworth Boulevard, 
north of US 6, near the northwest quadrant of the interchange. The principal façade and 
entrance face West 6th Avenue Frontage Road with a very deep (approximately 161-foot) 
setback from the West 6th Avenue Frontage Road. The principal façade is obscured from view 
by dense foliage along the roadway and a deep setback from the road. 

 
EXHIBIT 33 
8125 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road, view to the northwest from West 6th Avenue Frontage Road 
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EXHIBIT 34 
8125 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road, view to north from frontage road toward principal entrance of house (behind screen of 
vegetation) 

Eligibility Determination 
This house is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C as a good example of the 
Craftsman architectural style in Lakewood that was popular during the 1910s and 1920s. The 
style is exemplified by the house’s 5/1 sash windows, its steeply pitched, side-gabled roof with 
clipped gabled ends, overhanging eaves, and its cross-gabled entry porch, which is supported 
by brackets. 

Effect Determination 
There would be no direct effect to the property because roadway improvements tie in 
approximately 300 feet east of the property boundary. Exhibit 35 illustrates the construction 
limits in relation to the property boundary.  

house 

West 6th Ave. Frontage Road 
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EXHIBIT 35 
Effects to 8125 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road 
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Under the Proposed Action, a sound barrier would be constructed south of the property along 
US 6 from Wadsworth Boulevard to Garrison Street (as shown in Exhibit 35). The sound wall 
would not cause an indirect visual impact to the house at 8125 W. 6th Ave. Frontage Road 
because 1) trees and heavy foliage that obscure the views between the site of the proposed 
sound wall and the house would remain; 2) the sound wall is located south of the frontage road, 
so the immediate setting at the property (that is, next to the frontage road) would not change; 
and 3) there are no important long-range views from the property to the south that would be 
interrupted by the sound barrier. As illustrated in Exhibit 34, the house’s deep 161-foot setback, 
thick tree stands, and understory shrubbery and foliage also allow for a visual buffer between 
the West 6th Avenue Frontage Road and the house’s principal façade.  

Indirect noise impacts are expected to be an improvement over the current noise levels from 
traffic on US 6. Noise levels are extremely loud, averaging 70 decibels (dB) at the loudest hour 
during the day, and are projected to increase slightly with the increase in traffic volumes to 
71 dB by 2035. The proposed noise walls would reduce projected noise levels by 12 dB, which 
would have the effect of reducing noise by more than half at this residence. The resulting 
determination of effect is No Historic Properties Affected. 

Avoidance Options 
Because the property is not adversely affected, avoidance options are not necessary. 

3.2.9 401 Wadsworth Boulevard (5JF4586) 
Site Description 
The building at 401 Wadsworth Blvd. is a gas station constructed in 1958 on the west side of 
Wadsworth Boulevard at 4th Avenue (Exhibits 36 and 37). Entrances to this property are 
located at both Wadsworth Boulevard and the north side of 4th Avenue. Two concrete curbs 
with two gas pumps each are located east of the building and west of Wadsworth Boulevard. 
The principal façade and entrance to the gas station building, which consists of two garage bays 
and a shop, are located approximately 64 feet from the edge of Wadsworth Boulevard.  
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EXHIBIT 36 
401 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the northeast from across Wadsworth Boulevard 

 
EXHIBIT 37 
Detail of 401 Wadsworth Blvd., view to the northeast 
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Eligibility Determination 
The building at 401 Wadsworth Blvd. is eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C for its 
architectural merit. Built in 1958, the building is a good example of a standardized gas station 
building that was built by the Sinclair Oil Company during the mid-1950s. The building retains 
the overall form and materials as it was originally constructed, continues its original function as 
an operational filling and service station, and has not undergone any alterations. Although the 
gas pumps themselves are not original to the 1958 gas station and are, therefore, not 
contributing historic features to the property, the location of the gas pumps is a contributing 
historic landscape feature that is associated with the gas station.  

Effect Determination 
The project limits for the Proposed Action extend from 4th Avenue northward. No roadway 
widening or major construction would be necessary for 401 Wadsworth Blvd. Some curb repair 
within CDOT’s ROW would be implemented as part of the Proposed Action and the existing 
attached sidewalk would be reconstructed to be a level walking surface but no other physical 
changes to the gas station property are proposed. The existing sidewalk is within the public 
right-of-way and is not part of the current boundary of the property. The building, pumps, 
access, and circulation of the gas station would remain the same as the existing condition. 
Exhibit 38 illustrates the proposed changes at the gas station property.  

EXHIBIT 38 
Rendering of improved sidewalk at Sinclair gas station, 401 Wadsworth Blvd., (5JF4586) – before and after conditions (left and 
right, respectively) 

The minor roadway work in front of the property (in CDOT ROW) is considered an indirect 
visual effect, but it would not negatively affect the property’s NRHP eligibility because the 
setting is not radically changed and the ability of the property to convey its significance is not 
changed. The resulting effect determination is No Adverse Effect. 
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Avoidance Options 
The Proposed Action design was modified to limit improvements in front of 401 Wadsworth. 
Detached sidewalks were not implemented in this location because detached sidewalks would 
have encroached on the east side of the gas pumps; loss of two of the eight pumps may have 
made the gas station uneconomical, requiring acquisition. Moreover, because the sidewalks to 
the north of the property (north of the project limits) are attached, an attached sidewalk is a 
reasonable option for pedestrian and bicycle mobility.  

3.2.10 Lakewood School Historic District (5JF4512) 
Site Description 
The NRHP-eligible Lakewood School Historic District is an elementary, middle, and secondary 
school complex that comprises the New America School and Jefferson County Open School in 
Lakewood (Exhibits 39 and 40). The property is located west of Wadsworth Boulevard between 
West 10th Avenue and West 12th Avenue. It consists of 24 buildings, structures, and landscape 
features, nine of which are contributing resources to the historic district. With the exception of 
one building, Building 1, all of the contributing buildings, structures, and landscape features 
within the school property either front 12th Avenue or are located at the center or rear portion 
of the parcel. However, Building 1, or 1015 Wadsworth Blvd., faces Wadsworth Boulevard and 
is positioned near the intersection of Wadsworth Boulevard and 10th Avenue (Exhibit 39). 
Building 1 is surrounded by a grassy lawn and trees in the immediate vicinity of the building. A 
paved parking area separates Building 1 and this grassy area from Wadsworth Boulevard 
(Exhibits 41 and 42).  

 
EXHIBIT 39 
Lakewood School Historic District, Building 1, view to the northwest from the intersection of Wadsworth Boulevard and 10th 
Avenue 
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EXHIBIT 40 
Lakewood School Historic District 
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EXHIBIT 41 
Lakewood School Historic District, view to the southwest from Wadsworth Boulevard and 12th Avenue 

 
EXHIBIT 42 
Lakewood School Historic District, view southwest from Wadsworth Boulevard toward Building 1 and its parking lots 
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The northeast portion of the Lakewood School Historic District site is adjacent to Wadsworth 
Boulevard. The entire extent of this area is a large, gravel-covered parking area that extends 
from the parking area in front of Building 1, northward to 12th Avenue, which forms the 
northern boundary of the historic district (Exhibit 43).  

 
EXHIBIT 43 
Parking area in the northeast portion of Lakewood School Historic District, view to the northeast 
toward Wadsworth Boulevard and 12th Avenue 

Eligibility Determination 
The Lakewood School Historic District school complex comprising the New America School 
and Jefferson County Open School is eligible for listing in the NRHP as a Historic District under 
Criteria A and C. Under Criterion A, the school’s contribution to the community and its 
historical significance resides in the site’s history as one of the first public school campuses in 
Jefferson County. The Lakewood School Complex also meets Criterion C for distinctive 
characteristics of property types for educational buildings, for its representation of architectural 
styles of distinct stylistic periods, and for the high artistic values that each of the contributing 
buildings represents.  

Seven buildings and structures and two landscape features are contributing resources within 
the Lakewood School Historic District. These are illustrated in Exhibit 40 and include Building 1 
(New America School), Building 2 (Elementary School), Building 3 (Gymnasium), Building 5 
(Administration and Arts), Building 7 (Junior High), Structure 10 (World War II Memorial), and 
Structure 12 (Storage Outbuilding). Contributing landscape features are the landscaped areas 
and walkways to the immediate south and east of the contributing school buildings and the 
Memorial Field including its archway. The remaining 10 noncontributing buildings comprise 
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buildings and structures that were built after 1970: Building 4 (Cafeteria and Library), 
Building 6 (Connecting Building), Building 8 (Theater), Building 9 (Outbuilding), Structure 11 
(Storage Outbuilding), Structure 13 (Storage Outbuilding), Structure 14 (Concessions), 
Structure 15 (Storage Outbuilding), Structure 16 (Bleachers), and Structure 17 (Ticket Booth). 
Five landscape features that are noncontributing comprise the remaining areas, including the 
elementary school playground, the baseball field, all parking lots, landscaping adjacent to the 
post-1960s buildings, and fences within the school complex. The boundaries of the Lakewood 
School Historic District are the legal boundaries of the school complex, which are formed by 
Wadsworth Boulevard to the east, West 12th Avenue to the north, West 10th Avenue to the 
south, and Allison Street to the west.  

Effect Determination 
The majority of the Lakewood School historic district would be unaffected by the Proposed 
Action. No changes are proposed along 12th Avenue or at the 12th Avenue and Wadsworth 
intersection that would affect the property. The Proposed Action would require acquisition of a 
strip of the school property that fronts Wadsworth (on the east side of the historic district). In 
this area, the Proposed Action would add a right-turn lane and an attached sidewalk in the area 
near Building 1 along Wadsworth Boulevard. (The turn lane provides a buffer from fast-moving 
through traffic on Wadsworth that is similar to a detached sidewalk.) Detached sidewalks 
would be constructed north of this turning lane along Wadsworth Boulevard.  

As illustrated in Exhibit 44, the Proposed Action would require the removal of a portion of the 
paved and gravel-covered parking areas that front Wadsworth Boulevard within the Lakewood 
School Historic District. These parking areas, however, are noncontributing landscape features 
of this historic district because they do not date to the Lakewood School’s period of significance. 
Exhibits 41 and 42 show the affected parking areas in relation to Building 1.  
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EXHIBIT 44 
Effects to Lakewood School Historic District 



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 75 

The Proposed Action also would not affect the historic contributing landscaping directly in 
front of Building 1. Exhibit 45 illustrates the future sidewalk condition in relation to the historic 
landscaping (behind the split rail fence).  

 

 
EXHIBIT 45 
Rendering of effects of Wadsworth Boulevard widening on Lakewood School Historic District at the corner of 10th Avenue and 
Wadsworth Boulevard – before and after conditions (top and bottom, respectively) 
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Indirect visual impacts are also not expected due to the previous loss of integrity of the areas 
that will be removed in the undertaking. Increased noise levels are expected in the vicinity of 
Building 1, but this increase is expected to be small, and would not result in a significant impact 
to the historic district or Building 1 as a contributing element of the district.  

The removal of a portion of the school property that does not contribute to its historic 
significance would result in No Adverse Effect to the historic district as a whole or to Building 
1 as a contributing element of the historic district. The impact does not affect historic features of 
the district or building and, therefore, does not negatively affect the property’s NRHP 
eligibility. The portion removed consists of landscape features that are not important historical 
elements of the district, will be a small percentage of the total property, and are also located on 
the property’s outer eastern edge. The removal of overhead power lines would have a beneficial 
visual effect for the school property, and addition of sidewalks throughout the project area also 
would have a beneficial effect in supporting students walking to and around the school.  No 
other historic buildings, structures, or historic landscapes within the NRHP-eligible Lakewood 
School Historic District would be affected by the Proposed Action because of their location and 
setback from Wadsworth Boulevard and, thus, their distance from the area of undertaking.  

Avoidance Options 
CDOT considered not including the deceleration lane for right turns at 10th Avenue as a 
measure to reduce the encroachment onto the school property. This deceleration lane, however, 
is necessary to avoid adverse effects to traffic volume and flow on Wadsworth. The school is a 
notable generator of traffic, including slower moving bus traffic, that requires the deceleration 
lane. Because 10th Avenue is narrow and not being widened as part of this action, right turns 
onto 10th Avenue require an even slower turn speed. Without the deceleration lane, a detached 
sidewalk would have been necessary in this location to separate pedestrians and bicyclists from 
through traffic. A detached sidewalk would have also encroached on the school property. 
Because the portion of the property affected does not contribute to the historic significance of 
the property, neither the sidewalk nor the turn lane adversely affect the historic integrity of the 
property. These changes to the Proposed Action, therefore, were not necessary to avoid adverse 
effects to the historic district or any of its contributing elements. 

3.2.11 Green Acres Historic District 
Site Description 
The NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District is a residential neighborhood located northeast 
of the intersection of Wadsworth Boulevard and US 6. The historic district is approximately 
bounded by Emerald Lane at its western edge, Reed Street at its eastern edge, West 6th Avenue 
Frontage Road at its south edge, and 9th Place at its northern boundary. It includes the 
roadways Highland Drive and Broadview Drive that branch eastward from Wadsworth 
Boulevard. The neighborhood consists of single-family houses primarily built in the 1940s, 
1950s, and early 1960s. Most of the lots maintain the 50-foot setbacks required by neighborhood 
covenants. Most of the parcels are landscaped with broad grassy lawns, mature trees, and 
ornamental plantings.  
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Eligibility Determination 
The Green Acres neighborhood is an eligible NRHP historic district as an intact, representative 
example of a post-World War II residential subdivision. It is eligible under NRHP Criterion A 
for the neighborhood’s establishment in Lakewood between the late 1940s and early 1960s. 
Platted in 1940, Green Acres began to develop with single-family residences by 1947 and the 
majority of the houses were built by 1961. The neighborhood’s development during this time 
reflects an important historic trend in suburban growth within the Denver metropolitan area 
during the Post World War II era, and is an example of a development that led to Lakewood’s 
establishment as an independent city in 1969. The boundaries of the historic district and the 
contributing properties within the APE for the US 6/Wadsworth project are depicted in 
Exhibit 46. 
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EXHIBIT 46 
Green Acres Historic District 

Green Acres stands out as a highly intact post-World War II subdivision that was marketed to 
the upper-middle class in Lakewood. The 1956 advertisement in the Annual Denver Area 
Parade of Homes confirms that the housing was costlier than other neighborhoods in Lakewood 
at that time (Center for Historic Preservation Research, 2006:15). The higher cost may also be 
due to the neighborhood’s characteristic large lots with generous housing setbacks. The 
development’s location due west of the older establishment of the Lakewood Country Club 
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suggests that some of the early residents may have been members of this prestigious Club. The 
houses that were built in Green Acres during the 1950s also coincide with the opening of the 
nearby Denver Federal Center in 1950. When the Federal Government converted the former 
DOP into the Denver Federal Center, the new campus became a regional center of government 
operations and employment. Its opening helped revitalize Lakewood as a residential suburb 
providing middle-class housing to Federal Center employees. 

The Green Acres Subdivision is also eligible under NRHP Criterion C as an important example 
of post-World War II neighborhood planning and design principles. Many of the development’s 
features, such as uniform setbacks, were design elements recommended by the Federal Housing 
Administration as early as the 1930s that set the standard of post-World War II subdivision 
planning nationwide. The Green Acres subdivision is also notable as the first community in 
Lakewood controlled by building standards imposed by a neighborhood association. As such, 
the houses built in the 1940s and 1950s all maintain the 50-foot setbacks required by the 
neighborhood covenants. Each property features broad grass-covered lawns that collectively 
create visual continuity along the street front, while mature trees and plantings are typically set 
back and embellish the houses. Architecturally, the housing’s consistent informal Ranch Style 
and Split-level architecture reflects an attempt made by developers to appeal to the consumer 
during a time when these styles had gained widespread popularity in suburban residential 
architecture. Picture windows, low, horizontal profiles, and horizontally oriented bands of 
windows became distinguishing features of both domestic styles. These elements also were 
well-adapted to suburban developments like Green Acres (Ames and McClelland 2002, 49, 66), 
and as such, the neighborhood is an excellent example of the execution of this suburban model 
within the greater Denver metropolitan area. 

Although approximately one-third of the houses surveyed were found to have sustained 
varying degrees of alterations, about two-thirds of the neighborhood remains highly intact and 
with good physical and historical integrity to its original construction. As a result, Green Acres 
as a whole continues to convey its location, setting, feeling, and association of a mid-twentieth 
century residential subdivision.  

The period of significance for the NRHP-Eligible Green Acres Historic District is 1947 through 
1961, which is when the majority of the houses in the neighborhood were built. The district 
boundaries reflect both the historic plat map dating to the 1940s, and also this period of 
development (Exhibit 46). Therefore, the boundary encompasses the properties along both sides 
of Broadview Drive and Highland Drive along the northern and southern boundaries, and is 
framed by the properties along both sides of Emerald Lane and Reed Street at the west and east 
ends, respectively. The boundary also includes the area including Vance Street and West 8th 
Avenue, which was part of the original 1940 plat map and includes neighborhood housing 
dating to the period of significance, 1947-1961. 

The historic district includes approximately 107 homes, of which 30 are included within the 
APE. As the result of surveyed and evaluations for NRHP eligibility, 20 of these properties have 
been determined to be contributing features of the NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District. 
The remaining 10 properties evaluated are determined not eligible for nomination to the NRHP 
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due to integrity loss from substantial alterations or additions to the principal façade. The 
boundary of the historic district and the distribution of contributing and non-contributing 
elements within the APE are illustrated in Exhibit 46. 

Effect Determination 
The Proposed Action would result in the construction of new ramps to US 6 and the 
reconstruction of sound barrier walls along US 6. This construction would be located at the 
southwestern edge of the Green Acres Historic District and, therefore, would not directly or 
indirectly affect the vast majority of properties within the district. Exhibit 47 illustrates the 
relationship of the Proposed Action to the historic district and the contributing properties 
within the district. 
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EXHIBIT 47 
Effects to Green Acres Historic District, including effects to 5JF4529, 5JF4530, and 5JF4537 (westernmost properties) 
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The Proposed Action would have minor visual effects to three contributing properties that 
would be adjacent to a new proposed sound wall. Effects to the contributing properties along 
the western edge of the historic district (5JF4537, 5JF4529, and 5JF4530) are discussed 
individually below. The effect of the proposed sound wall on the historic district as a whole is 
very minor and not adverse. The new sound wall constructed along the western edge of the 
historic district would replace the buffer of other residential homes (not part of the historic 
district) that would be removed to the west of the historic district boundary along Wadsworth. 
The wall would be only minimally visible from the three properties closest to the wall and not 
visible from other properties within the district. Replacing the existing noise walls along US 6 
frontage road (near Property 26 in Exhibit 46) would have minimal effects because the walls are 
located far from the district boundary, and there are currently noise walls installed in this 
location. 

The Proposed Action would have beneficial effects to the neighborhood setting. Installation of 
noise walls (and replacement of existing walls) would effectively reduce traffic noise for most of 
the homes within the historic district. Reduced noise would be a beneficial effect to the 
residential setting of the neighborhood. The realignment of the frontage road also would have a 
beneficial effect on the residential character of the neighborhood. Traffic cutting through the 
neighborhood streets to access the frontage road creates a higher volume and speed of traffic 
than is typical of a residential area. Neighbors have consistently expressed concern about cut-
through traffic, and reducing traffic volumes and speeds through area residential 
neighborhoods is a tenet of the project’s purpose and need. The restoration of a local road 
network and separation of frontage road and neighborhood street traffic are beneficial effects to 
the residential neighborhood and return it to its original local road configuration consistent 
with the neighborhood’s original development. 

The minor visual effect of noise walls on the historic district and the improved noise and traffic 
conditions in the neighborhood would result in No Adverse Effect to the historic district. 

Three contributing properties could experience indirect visual effects from the construction of 
the sound barrier walls at the southwest portion of the neighborhood. These properties are 
currently screened from Wadsworth by existing residential structures that would be removed 
under the Proposed Action. The proposed sound barrier walls would replace the visual screen 
from Wadsworth that the removed properties currently provide, and would provide better 
noise and visual screening from Wadsworth traffic than currently exists. These three properties 
are 7500 Broadview Drive (5JF4537), 705 Emerald Lane (5JF4529), and 715 Emerald Lane 
(5JF4530), each of which is described in detail below. The project would also require acquisition 
of a small corner of 5JF4537, which also is described below. 

Avoidance Options 
CDOT included shorter noise walls for the houses along the frontage road where it wraps 
around Wadsworth to avoid greater visual effects to the residential neighborhood. The shorter 
walls balance noise benefits with appropriate scaling for a residential setting. This design option 
avoided effects that could adversely affect the NRHP integrity of the historic district or any of 
its contributing elements. 
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3.2.12 7500 Broadview Drive (5JF4537) 
Site Description 
The building at 7500 Broadview Drive is a single-family Ranch-style residence that was built in 
1947 in the NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District (Exhibit 48). It is located at the west end 
of Broadview Drive, and the principal façade and entrance both face north toward Broadview 
Drive. 

 
EXHIBIT 48 
7500 Broadview Drive, view to the south from Broadview Drive 

Eligibility Determination 
This residence is a contributing resource to the NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District 
because it is a good example of a 1947 Ranch-style single-family house that was common to the 
post-World War II architectural styles of the Green Acres neighborhood. The property also 
displays the deep setbacks and landscape features, such as broad grassy lawns and mature 
trees, that are historic characteristics of the subdivision. The property retains good physical and 
historic integrity to its original construction, and contributes to the setting, feeling, and 
association of the Green Acres neighborhood as a whole. 

Effect Determination 
7500 Broadview Drive would be directly impacted by the Proposed Action. Exhibit 49 illustrates 
the direct effects to this property. The noise wall would cut through the tip of the southwest 
corner of the property. The total area affected would be approximately 180 square feet, and the 
noise wall would be approximately 28 feet from the western façade of the building. (The 
roadway slope line shown in green in Exhibit 49 would be replaced by a retaining wall so that  
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EXHIBIT 49 
Effects to 5JF4537, 7500 Broadview Drive 
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the slope does not extend into the yard as shown in the exhibit.) This acquisition would have a 
negligible effect on the property. It represents only a fraction of the total parcel area, affects only 
the tip of the corner of the property, does not affect the building or its primary back or front 
yard landscaping or setting, and does not affect the building. The impact to the corner of the 
property does not affect historic features of the building and, therefore, does not negatively 
affect the property’s NRHP eligibility.  

In addition to the small property acquisition, visual analysis determined that the Preferred 
Alternative could have a minor visual impact to this property. Noise walls would be 
constructed at the rear and side of the property, but the walls would not be visually intrusive as 
they would be set back from the historic property, would be shorter than the walls along the 
frontage road (of 15 feet), and would blend into the setting like privacy fences. Exhibit 50 
illustrates the visual effect anticipated for this property. The perspective for the visualization is 
shown by the camera symbol in Exhibit 49. 

EXHIBIT 50 
Relationship of proposed noise wall to 7500 Broadview Drive, view to the southwest from Broadview Drive; existing and 
projected future conditions (left and right, respectively) 

This property is currently screened from Wadsworth by existing residential structures and trees 
that would be removed under the Proposed Action. The proposed sound barrier wall would 
replace the visual screen from Wadsworth that the removed properties currently provide, and 
would provide better noise screening than currently exists.  

The construction of a sound wall near the rear, western edge of the property boundary would 
have only a minor effect to the historic property because of its rear/side location and lower 
height, which would have an effect similar to a residential privacy fence. The wall would not 
block an important viewshed from the property, and would be barely visible from the principal 
façade or from Broadview Drive, which the house faces. As illustrated in Exhibit 50, the wall 
would not be visually intrusive even from the side of the property.  
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This property is eligible under Criterion C for its architectural significance, and neither the 
direct impact to the surrounding property nor the indirect visual effects will diminish the 
qualities that make this property eligible to the NRHP, and therefore, will result in No Adverse 
Effect. As discussed with the district as a whole, the sound wall does not adversely affect the 
integrity of the historic district or its contributing elements. 

Avoidance Options 
CDOT is incorporating a retaining wall to minimize the encroachment of the roadway slope 
onto the 7500 Broadview Drive property. The resulting 179 square feet impact area represents a 
minor acquisition. CDOT also considered not installing a noise barrier in this location, but the 
noise benefits were substantial and outweighed the effects of the minor property acquisition. As 
noted previously, CDOT included shorter walls to balance the noise benefits and the residential 
character of the neighborhood. 

3.2.13 705 Emerald Lane (5JF4529)  
Site Description 
The building at 705 Emerald Lane is a Split-Level single-family residence that was built in 1961 
(Exhibit 51). The property is located on a corner lot at Emerald Lane and Broadview Drive. The 
house’s principal façade and entrance are oriented at an angle facing southeast. 

 
EXHIBIT 51 
705 Emerald Lane, view to the northwest from Broadview Drive 

Eligibility Determination 
This residence is a contributing resource to the NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District 
because it is a good example of a 1961 Split-Level single-family house that was common to the 
post-World War II architectural styles of the Green Acres neighborhood. The property also 
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displays the deep setbacks and landscape features, such as broad grassy lawns and mature 
trees, that are historic characteristics of the subdivision. The property retains good physical and 
historic integrity to its original construction, and contributes to the setting, feeling, and 
association of the Green Acres neighborhood as a whole. 

Effect Determination 
Although 705 Emerald Lane would not be directly impacted by the Proposed Action, visual 
analysis determined that the Proposed Action would cause an indirect visual impact to this 
property due to the construction of sound barrier walls near its western and southwestern 
boundaries. Unlike the other sound barriers proposed along US 6, the sound barriers in the 
northeast quadrant of the interchange are proposed to be shorter (approximately 8 to 9 feet) to 
be more similar in character to a privacy fence. Because of grade differences, the visual effect is 
further minimized, as displayed in Exhibit 52.  

This property is currently screened from Wadsworth by existing residential structures and trees 
that would be removed under the Proposed Action. The proposed sound barrier wall would 
replace the visual screen from Wadsworth that the removed properties currently provide, and 
would provide better noise and visual screening from Wadsworth traffic than currently exists.  

  
EXHIBIT 52 
Visualization of proposed noise wall between 705 Emerald Lane and 715 Emerald Lane, view to the west from Emerald Lane 

The construction of sound walls near the rear edge of the property boundary would result in 
No Adverse Effect because the visual impact of the sound walls is relatively minor due to their 
location at the rear of the property, distance from the property boundary, and low height, which 
would have a visual effect similar to a residential privacy fence. The wall would not block an 
important viewshed from the property. As discussed with the district as a whole, the sound 
wall does not adversely affect the integrity of the historic district or its contributing elements. 

Avoidance Options 
As noted previously, CDOT included shorter noise walls to balance the noise benefits with the 
visual effects of noise walls on the residential neighborhood setting.  
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3.2.14 715 Emerald Lane (5JF4530) 
Site Description 
The structure at 715 Emerald Lane is a single-family Ranch-style residence that was built in 1953 
in the NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District (Exhibit 53). It is located at the west side of 
Emerald Lane, and the principal façade and entrance both face east toward Emerald Lane. 

 
EXHIBIT 53 
715 Emerald Lane, view to the west from Emerald Lane 

Eligibility Determination 
This residence is a contributing resource to the NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District 
because it is an example of a 1953 Ranch-style, single-family house that was common to the 
post-World War II architectural styles of the Green Acres neighborhood. The property also 
displays the deep setbacks and landscape features, such as broad grassy lawns and mature 
trees, that are historic characteristics of the subdivision. The property retains good physical and 
historic integrity to its original construction, and contributes to the setting, feeling, and 
association of the Green Acres neighborhood as a whole. 

Effect Determination 
Although 715 Emerald Lane would not be directly impacted by the Proposed Action, visual 
analysis determined that the Proposed Action could cause an indirect visual impact to this 
property similar to the effect for 705 Emerald Lane described above and illustrated in Exhibit 
52. As with 705 Emerald Lane, the sound walls would be located near the rear, western edge of 
the property boundary, would be barely visible from the property’s front entrance, and would 
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result in No Adverse Effect. As discussed with the district as a whole, the sound wall does not 
adversely affect the integrity of the historic district or its contributing elements. 

Avoidance Options 
As noted previously, CDOT included shorter noise walls to balance the noise benefits with the 
visual effects of noise walls on the residential neighborhood setting.  

3.2.15 Meadowlark Hills Historic District 
Site Description 
The NRHP-eligible Meadowlark Hills Historic District is a post-World War II residential 
subdivision of single-family residences. The district includes 10 contributing buildings within 
the APE: 545 Meadowlark Drive (5JF4590), 540 Meadowlark Drive (5JF4591), 555 Everett St. 
(5JF4592), 560 Everett St. (5JF4593), 585 Estes St. (5JF4594), 580 Estes St. (5JF4595), 585 Dudley St. 
(5JF4596), 580 Dudley St. (5JF4597), 585 Dover St. (5JF4598), and 590 Dover St. (5JF4599) (Exhibit 
54). The neighborhood is located west of Wadsworth Boulevard and south of US 6 and the West 
6th Avenue Frontage Road. The 10 properties that are included in the APE are the parcels that 
run along north edge of the Meadowlark Hills Historic District and neighborhood. While the 
entrances to these properties face east or west, the sides of their properties face north toward 
West 6th Avenue Frontage Road. They are located along Dover Street, Dudley Street, Everett 
Street, Estes Street, and Meadowlark Drive, each of which intersects with West 6th Avenue 
Frontage Road, which forms the northern boundary of the Meadowlark Hills Historic District. 

Constructed between 1953 and 1956, Meadowlark Hills is a master-planned development that 
includes curvilinear, tree-lined streets, parks, and a community shopping center. The 
Meadowlark Hills Subdivision was a planned development created in 1953 when the 
Meadowlark Land Corporation purchased the property from Charles T. Gore and Daniel J. 
Kellogg. Extensive primary research including newspaper archives and historical and 
municipal repositories identified the subdivision developers as the Meadowlark Land 
Company, the Meadowlark Development Company, House Beautiful Homes, Inc., but it did 
not identify contractors or architects associated with the construction. Although the entire 
neighborhood was not surveyed as part of this survey, a windshield survey through the 
neighborhood identified approximately six or seven house plans or models of either Ranch style 
or Split-Level style houses, each displaying strong uniformity in architectural design and 
materials. All of the buildings within the Meadowlark Hills subdivision are faced with a 
combination of blonde, red, and brown brick that the contractor purchased from the local 
Lakewood Brick and Tile Company located along 13th Avenue (Norman, 2002: 31-32). The 
consistency in building materials and housing styles bestows strong visual and architectural 
consistency to the neighborhood as a whole. 
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EXHIBIT 54 
Meadowlark Hills Historic District 

Eligibility Determination 
The Meadowlark Hills Subdivision is eligible under Criterion A for the neighborhood’s 
establishment in Lakewood during the 1950s. The neighborhood’s development during this 
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time reflects an important historic trend in suburban growth within the Denver metropolitan 
area during the Post World War II era, and is an example of a movement that led to the creation 
of Lakewood as an independent city in 1969. Meadowlark Hill’s establishment during the mid-
1950s also coincides with the opening of the nearby Denver Federal Center in 1950. When the 
Federal Government converted the former DOP into the Federal Center, the new federal 
campus became a regional center of government operations and employment. Its opening 
helped revitalized Lakewood as a residential suburb providing middle-class housing to Federal 
Center employees. 

The Meadowlark Hills Subdivision is eligible under Criterion C as an important example of 
post-World War II neighborhood planning and design principles. Many of the development’s 
features, such as the curvilinear streets and uniform setbacks were design elements 
recommended by the Federal Housing Administration as early as the 1930s, and set the 
standard of post-World War II subdivisions nationwide. Moreover, the housing’s consistent 
informal Ranch Style and Split-level architecture reflects an attempt made by developers to 
appeal to the consumer during this period of increasing popularity for these trends during the 
1950s. Picture windows, low, horizontal profiles, and horizontally oriented bands of windows 
became distinguishing features of both domestic styles. These elements also were well-adapted 
to middle class suburban developments, such as Meadowlark Hills (Ames and McClelland 
2002, 49, 66). Meadowlark Hills is an excellent example of the execution of this suburban model 
within the greater Denver metropolitan area. 

The Meadowlark Hills subdivision maintains a remarkably high degree of historic physical 
integrity. Unlike many other residential subdivisions of its era, a windshield survey through the 
neighborhood revealed little to no evidence of demolition, alterations to the front of the house, 
or other large-scale alterations. The most common alteration to the housing appears to be 
replacement of original metal-framed windows; however, this renovation is not universal and a 
large degree of original fenestration appears to remain intact throughout the neighborhood. 

The period of significance for the NRHP-eligible Meadowlark Hills Historic District is the 
neighborhood’s period of construction, 1953-1956. The district boundaries encompass the 
neighborhood’s construction limits, as completed in 1956. This area is generally bound by West 
6th Avenue/Frontage Road to the north, Carr Street to the east, West 1st Avenue to the south, 
and Garrison Street to the west. Excepted areas within this area but outside of the boundary 
include a group of six properties on West Fourth Avenue that were built in the mid-1960s, 
nearly 10 years after Meadowlark Hills was completed. Additionally, the school property at the 
southeast corner of the neighborhood, South Lakewood Elementary, was constructed in 1994 
and, therefore, is not included within the historic district boundary. 

Effect Determination 
The effects of the reconstruction of the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard interchange would tie 
into existing US 6 significantly east of the Meadowlark Hills Historic District, as illustrated in 
Exhibit 55.  
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EXHIBIT 55 
Relationship of roadway improvements to the Meadowlark Hills Historic District 



 

FINAL Determination of Effects to Historic Properties 
December 2008 

 

DEN/QJ/6WW_DETERMINATION_OF_EFFECTS_REPORT_FINAL.DOC  Page 93 

The 10 contributing buildings that could experience indirect visual impacts from the 
construction of the sound barrier walls are located at the northern edge of the NRHP-eligible 
Meadowlark Hills Historic District. These properties are all eligible because they are intact, 
Ranch- or Split-Level-style, single-family houses representing one of the six post-World War II 
architectural styles of the Meadowlark Hills subdivision. Uniform neighborhood setbacks and 
landscape features, such as a grassy front lawn, are historic characteristics of the subdivision. 
Photographs of these properties are included in Exhibit 56. These homes face east-west, and 
US 6 is seen in the background (to the north). 

 
545 Meadowlark Drive (5JF4590) 

 
540 Meadowlark Drive (5JF4591) 

 
560 Everett St. (5JF4593) 

 
555 Everett St. (5JF4592) 

 
580 Estes St. (5JF4595) 

 
585 Estes St. (5JF4594) 

 
580 Dudley St. (5JF4597) 

 
585 Dudley St. (5JF4596) 

 
590 Dover St. (5JF4599) 

 
585 Dover St. (5JF4598) 

  

EXHIBIT 56 
Contributing Resources within the APE in the Meadowlark Hills Historic District  
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The Proposed Action would construct a sound wall on CDOT’s ROW between the West 6th 
Avenue Frontage Road and US 6 (adjacent to US 6), north of the Meadowlark Hills Historic 
District. This undertaking would not directly affect the Meadowlark Hills Historic District or 
any of the 10 contributing resources within the APE. The orientation of each of the houses 
within the district also precludes them from indirect visual impacts. Each house faces east or 
west, while noise walls would be installed north of the district boundary on the opposite side of 
the two-lane roadway of West 6th Avenue Frontage Road. (Odd numbered houses face east, 
and even numbered houses face west.) There would be no visual impact to the principal façades 
of these historic properties, and the change in the street view from these properties out to US 6 
(looking north) would not change substantially from the current views. Instead of viewing a 
jersey barrier or guard rail, the view would be of a taller wall. The wall would block the view of 
traffic on US 6, but this view does not contribute to the historic setting of the subdivision. 
Moreover, a variety of trees and shrubbery obscure the views from many of the houses to the 
site of the proposed sound barriers. As illustrated in Exhibit 57, the sound walls would be 
located a distance from the residences and would not be visually intrusive. 

  

  
EXHIBIT 57 
Rendering of proposed sound walls at 545 Meadowlark Drive (top) and 580 Estes St. (bottom) – before and after conditions (left 
and right, respectively) 
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There would be a significant reduction in noise at these residences from the installation of 
sound barriers. All of the properties within the APE in this district would experience more than 
a 10 dB reduction in noise, resulting in nearly half the noise of the existing condition. This 
reduction in noise would be a beneficial indirect effect to the historic properties within the 
district. Other properties within the historic district outside of the APE would also benefit from 
noise reduction. 

There would be no visual impact to the principal façades of any of the houses, there would be 
no change in the street view from the houses, and the view to US 6 at the edges of the houses 
would not change substantially from the current view. This new wall would block the view of 
traffic on US 6, but this view shed does not contribute to the historic setting of the NRHP-
eligible Meadowlark Hills subdivision. The construction of the sound wall will, therefore, result 
in No Adverse Affect to the historic district or any of its contributing elements.  

Avoidance Options 
Because neither the historic district nor any of its contributing elements are adversely affected, 
no avoidance options were necessary.  

3.3 Mitigation 
During the development of the Proposed Action, other options were considered in order to 
avoid or minimize effects to historic resources wherever possible. The end result was the 
selection of the Proposed Action that avoids as many historic resources as is feasible. Adverse 
Effects for specific historic structures and sites under the Proposed Action are discussed in 
Section 3.2 above.  

Mitigation measures will be part of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) among CDOT, 
FHWA, and the Colorado SHPO, and will be specific to those resources for which the project 
results in an Adverse Effect. CDOT proposes Colorado Historical Society Office of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation (OAHP) Level 2 documentation be provided for all adversely affected 
properties. Other mitigation measures, if necessary, will be negotiated during the development 
of the MOA. 

According to CDOT Standard Specifications (CDOT, 1999), in the event that cultural deposits are 
discovered during construction within the APE, work will cease in the area of discovery and the 
CDOT archaeologist will be notified. The CDOT archaeologist or a designated representative 
will evaluate any such discovery and, in consultation with SHPO, complete proper mitigation 
measures before construction activities resume. As noted above, agreed-upon mitigation 
measures will be formalized in an MOA. 
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4.0 Conclusion 

The Historic Resources Survey: US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard, Lakewood, Colorado (June 2008) 
recorded 151 historic properties built prior to 1966 and found nine properties officially eligible 
for individual listing in the NRHP. Additionally, 39 resources are officially eligible as 
contributing resources to three different recommended historic districts. The NRHP-eligible 
Lakewood School Historic District consists of seven contributing buildings and two 
contributing landscape features. The NRHP-eligible Green Acres Historic District consists of 20 
contributing buildings. The NRHP-eligible Meadowlark Hills Historic District consists of 10 
contributing buildings. Of these 48 total historic properties (nine individual and 39 
contributing), the Proposed Action would directly adversely affect four properties.  

All of the four directly, adversely impacted properties under the Proposed Action are 
residences or converted residences that are located along West 6th Avenue Frontage Road in the 
northeast quadrant of the interchange. All four of the properties, 7395 6th Ave. Frontage Road 
(5JF3548) (house), 7423 6th Ave. Frontage Road (5JF3549) (house), 7433 6th Ave. Frontage Road 
(5JF4542) (house), and 700 Wadsworth Blvd. (5JF4536) (construction business in a converted 
residence), would be acquired. All of the buildings on these four properties, including garages 
and outbuildings if present, would be removed under the proposed undertaking. As 
documented in this report, CDOT considered numerous options to avoid effects to these 
properties but no feasible options are available that would meet the project’s purpose and need 
and maintain the properties in place. 

The Green Acres Historic District as a whole and three contributing properties (715 Emerald 
Lane [5JF4530], 705 Emerald Lane [5JF4529], and 7500 Broadview Drive [5JF4537]) would not be 
adversely affected by the Proposed Action. Although the edges of the historic district are 
adjacent to roadway changes, the majority of homes within the district are distant from the 
reconfigured roadways and sound walls; the Proposed Action has a beneficial effect to traffic 
noise and volumes through the neighborhood. The three contributing properties closest to the 
sound wall would have minor indirect visual impacts due to the construction of a sound barrier 
wall at the rear and/or side edges of each of these properties. One property (5JF4537) would 
also require a minor acquisition of a corner of the property. These indirect and direct impacts 
will not diminish the qualities that make these properties eligible to the NRHP, and therefore, 
the Proposed Action will result in No Adverse Effect to these properties. 

One residential property located along Wadsworth Boulevard (1215 Wadsworth Blvd.) will be 
directly impacted by the Proposed Action because a portion of the contributing historic 
landscape will be removed from the property. The proposed changes to the property’s historic 
landscape will be minimal, and will not diminish the qualities that make this property eligible 
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to the NRHP. The Proposed Action was modified to preserve the large tree in front of the 
property. There will be No Adverse Effect to this property. 

A portion of property would be required from the Lakewood School Historic District and from 
1230 Wadsworth Blvd. In both cases, the portion of property that would be acquired does not 
contribute to the historic significance of the property, and, therefore, there is No Adverse Effect 
to these properties as a result of the Proposed Action. 

The Meadowlark Hills Historic District is located away from direct improvements but will be 
affected by the installation of a sound wall near the northern end of the district. There are 10 
contributing resources along the northern end of the district that are within the APE. None of 
these properties will be directly adversely affected, as the primary facades of the houses are 
oriented away from the noise wall, there is a long distance between the noise wall and the 
potentially affected properties, and there are no important view sheds that would be blocked by 
the noise wall. There would be a benefit to the neighborhood and the residential setting of the 
historic district from the reduction in traffic noise provided by the wall. There is No Adverse 
Effect to the Meadowlark Hills Historic District or any of its contributing resources. 
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 STATE OF COLORADO  

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Region 6  
2000 South Holly Street 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
720-497-6950 

 
 
July 20, 2007 
 
 
Ms. Amy Pallante 
Section 106 Coordinator 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1300 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
Subject: Invitation to Participate in Agency Scoping Meetings for the US 6 and Wadsworth 

Environmental Assessment – August 16, 2007, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Dear Ms. Pallante: 
 
On behalf of the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), I would like to invite you to an informational scoping meeting for the US 6 
(6th Avenue) and Wadsworth Boulevard Environmental Assessment (EA) on August 16, 2007 from 
[Session].  CDOT and FHWA are preparing this EA in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and FHWA NEPA-
implementing regulations (Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations [CFR], Parts 1500-1508 [40 
CFR 1500-1508] and 23 CFR 771, respectively). The Regional Transportation District (RTD) is a 
cooperating agency for the EA, and the City of Lakewood is a partnering agency. 
 
In the EA, CDOT will evaluate transportation improvements for the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard 
interchange and for Wadsworth Boulevard between approximately 3rd Avenue and 13th Avenue.  
CDOT, the City of Lakewood, and area residents have identified these transportation improvements 
as among the highest priorities in the west metro area. The US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard 
interchange is a gateway to Lakewood’s downtown (Belmar) and city center (Lakewood Commons) 
areas. Wadsworth Boulevard is a highly traveled commuter and bus transit corridor and the only 
continuous north-south through street in the west metro area. 
 
CDOT is collecting data to better characterize transportation and infrastructure needs and the 
environmental resources present in the project area.  Enclosed is a short project fact sheet.  We will 
distribute a Scoping Packet with more information the week of August 6, 2007.  Some of the 
transportation issues we must address include traffic congestion, neighborhood and business access, 
poor interchange operations, high accident rates, undersized drainage facilities, and inadequate 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  We will be challenged to develop transportation improvements 
while minimizing community and environmental impacts.  
 



topics of interest and focus discussion.  We hope that this format will allow you to have more time to 
discuss the issues of importance to your agency and to interact with other agencies with similar 
interests.  The following is the schedule of meeting times, invited agencies, and topics.  We have 
included State Historic Preservation Office in the 10:30 to 12:00 a.m. session.  Please note that the 
information that CDOT will present at these sessions will be identical, but it is anticipated that 
discussion will be targeted to the areas of interest listed for the sessions. CDOT, FHWA, RTD, and 
the City of Lakewood plan to participate in each session.  
 
Schedule of Agency Scoping Meetings, US 6 and Wadsworth EA 

   

Time Invited Agencies Topics of Interest 

8:30 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. 

Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
Colorado State Parks 

Denver Regional Council of Governments 

Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Federal Transit Administration 

Jefferson County Open Space 

Jefferson Economic Council 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Social and Community Resources  

• Bicycles/Pedestrians 
• Cumulative Impacts  
• Environmental Justice 
• Land Use 
• Public Involvement 
• Right of Way  
• Socioeconomics  
• Visual/Aesthetic Considerations 

10:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 
Air Pollution Control Division 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 
Hazardous Materials and Waste Division 

Department of Interior, Office of Environmental Policy 
and Compliance 

Jefferson County Department of Health and Environment 

Jefferson County Highways and Transportation 
Department 

Regional Air Quality Council 

State Historic Preservation Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Human and Built Environment  

• Air Quality  
• Archaeology  
• Hazardous Materials  
• Historic Resources  
• Noise 
• Paleontology 
• Safety  
• Section 4(f) / 6(f)  
• Traffic  

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. 

Colorado Division of Wildlife 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Urban Flood and Drainage Control District 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Natural Environment 

• Floodplains 
• Hydraulics 
• Noxious Weeds 
• Stormwater 
• Threatened and Endangered 

Species  
• Vegetation  
• Water Quality 
• Wetlands  
• Wildlife / Fisheries  

 
CDOT and FHWA are committed to completing this EA in 12 to 24 months.  In order to meet a 
streamlined schedule, we need your help in scoping to identify all of the transportation and 
environmental issues that need to be addressed in the EA process. Our consultant, CH2M HILL, will 
be visiting your offices to drop off a Scoping Packet and answer any questions about the upcoming 



meetings.  Your participation is very important.  Please RSVP to Ms. Mandy Whorton, CH2M HILL 
Environmental Manager, by Tuesday, August 14, 2007, if you plan to attend and/or have any 
questions about the meetings.   
 
If this project does not require involvement of your agency, please return the enclosed form to let us 
know not to follow up with you about your participation.   
 
I and the rest of the project team look forward to seeing you on August 16, 2007. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (720) 497-6955 or Ms. Whorton at 720-286-5239 if you have any questions 
or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Seyed Kalantar, P.E 
CDOT Region 6 Project Manager 
 
c: Kirk Webb, CDOT Project Environmental Manager 
 Mandy Whorton, CH2M HILL Project Environmental Manager 
 Project Administrative Record 



 

























 





 



STATE OF COLORADO
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Environmental Programs Branch
Shumate Building
4201 East Arkansas Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80222
(303) 757-9259

December 12, 2007

Ms. Georgianna Contiguglia
State Historic Preservation Officer

Colorado Historical Society
1300 Broadway
Denver, CO 80203

SUBJECT: Area of Potential Effects (APE) Consultation, US 6 and Wadsworth Environmental Assessment
(CHS # 50636)

Dear Ms. Contiguglia:

This letter and the attached maps and materials constitute the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A) and
Colorado Department of Transportation's (CDOT) request for comment on the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for
the project referenced above. In coordination with the City of Lakewood, CDOT has undertaken the project to
improve mobility, safety, and transit within the corridor, an integral part of the transportation network in the west
metropolitan area. Amy Pallante of your staff received scoping materials from this project this summer that
provide details on the purpose and need of the project and other issues that have been discussed thus far.

APE Consultation

APE consultation with Amy Pallante took place on November 15, 2007 to discuss the proposed APE and survey
methodology issues. Agreement was reached regarding the APE boundary as depicted on the attached maps and
the accompanying technical memorandum, which explains the factors that influenced the APE.

At this time, we are also requesting the participation of the following consulting parties that have an interest in
historical resources within the project corridor: Lakewood Heritage Center, Lakewood Historical Society, the
Jefferson County Historical Commission and Colorado Preservation, Inc. Each will receive the APE maps and the
technical memorandum that you have received. We will forward any responses that we may receive to you.

We hereby request your comments on the APE outlined herein. Your response is necessary for the Federal
Highway Administration's compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's regulations. Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this
matter. If you require additional information, please contact CDOT Region 6 Senior Historian Dianna Litvak at
(303) 757-9461.

~lyy/ (s,;{/~~1t!11dftt(J
,!J}rh Paulmeno
'-Region 6 Planning and Environmental Manager

Enclosures:

cc:

APE map, Parcel Atlas and Technical Memorandum

Marcee Allen, FHW A
Lisa Schoch, CDOT Environmental Programs Branch
Mandy Whorton, CH2MHill
File
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T E C H N I C A L  M E M O R A N D U M    
 

Area of Potential Effects, Historic Properties 
PREPARED FOR: US 6 and Wadsworth Project Leadership Team 

PREPARED BY: CH2M HILL 

DATE: November 12, 2007 

 
The draft APE was developed based on the footprint of anticipated project improvements.  
It has been refined through consultation with the CDOT Region 6 Historian. Although 
alternatives have not been developed, CDOT has established the APE considering the 
following factors: 

• Parcels fronting the west side of Wadsworth Boulevard are deep (300 feet), and potential 
direct, visual, and noise effects from improvements along this portion of Wadsworth 
Boulevard would be limited to this first row of properties.  Structures are either set back 
a distance from the roadway/sidewalk or there is sufficient space within the lots to 
relocate buildings on site for the same use if necessary (that is, existing businesses could 
continue to operate in the same location, so there would be little change to the second 
row properties). 

• Many of the parcels fronting the east side of Wadsworth Boulevard also are 300 feet 
deep, and impacts would be within the first row for these properties (as described for 
the west side of Wadsworth Boulevard).  In cases where the parcels are less than 200 feet 
deep, the first two rows of properties were included in the APE to account for the 
potential impacts to a second row property if the first row property was removed. 

• The Jefferson County Open School property on the west side of Wadsworth between 10th 
and 12th Avenues contains a number of buildings, most of which will not be affected by 
the project.  The property has not been recorded in Compass yet and is likely to be 
eligible to the National Register. In the interest of adding to the public historical record,  
CDOT will survey the whole property. 

• Access to/from residential neighborhoods from Wadsworth Boulevard will not likely 
change. (Access to commercial properties, which are included in the APE, could change)  

• Substantial right-of-way (ROW) in the western quadrants of the interchange provides 
adequate area for project improvements to the ramps within existing ROW.  

• ROW in the eastern quadrants of the interchange is not likely sufficient to accommodate 
project improvements.  The APE includes an area that would allow for ramp lengths 
that would meet design speed standards.  The APE extends to along Park Avenue and 
Broadview Drive north of the interchange to account for potential changes to access for 
the properties located between the US 6 frontage road and Broadview Drive. Noise walls 
are present along US 6 in the area east of the interchange, and no change to noise or 
visual conditions would be expected from project improvements.   



AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS, HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

DEN/APE JUSTIFICATION MEMO.DOC  2 
COPYRIGHT 2009 BY CH2M HILL, INC. • COMPANY CONFIDENTIAL 

• The western terminus for project improvements is Garrison Street.  Although physical 
improvements to US 6 are not included in the scope of this project, changes to frontage 
road operations and/or addition of sound walls (indirect effects) could occur and 
influenced the extension of the APE as two “fingers” along the US 6 frontage roads. No 
physical improvements (direct effects) would occur outside of CDOT ROW.  Since most 
of the properties face side roads (east or west) rather than the frontage roads, the effects 
of noise walls or changes to traffic patterns would be to outdoor spaces or side facades.  
The APE was extended 30 feet from edge of pavement to account for these potential 
indirect effects. 

CDOT plans to survey properties within the APE constructed in 1965 or earlier.  
Approximately 140 properties, including approximately 60 properties along the US 6 
frontage roads, would be surveyed.  CDOT may, pending discussions with the State 
Historic Preservation Office, propose limited/abbreviated site forms be completed for some 
of these properties. 

 





















 







Re SHPO response to US 6 and Wadsworth Area of PotentialEffects.txt
From: Dennis Dempsey [ddempsey@co.jefferson.co.us]
Sent: Friday, January 18, 2008 2:56 PM
To: Litvak, Dianna
Subject: Re: SHPO response to US 6 and Wadsworth Area of
PotentialEffects

After reviewing the subject properties within the APE for the US 6-Wadsworth 
project, we do not have any comments at this time. We would like to continue to be a
consulting party for this project.

Thank you,

Dennis Dempsey
Planner / Historical Commission Staff Liaison Jefferson County, Colorado

Dennis Dempsey
Jefferson County Planning & Zoning
100 Jefferson County Pkwy. #3550
Golden CO 80419-3550
Ph: 303-271-8734 or 8765
Fax: 303-271-8706
email: ddempsey@jeffco.us

>>> "Litvak, Dianna" <Dianna.Litvak@dot.state.co.us> 01/08/08 3:49 PM 
>>> >>>
Dear Mr. Dempsey,

In correspondence dated Dec. 14th, Jim Paulmeno of CDOT requested the participation 
of the Jefferson County Historical Commission as a consulting party for the US 
6-Wadsworth Environmental Assessment.  We have since received comments from SHPO on 
our proposed Area of Potential Effects.

I have attached the SHPO correspondence to this message for your files, as well as a
digital scan of the original letter I sent you.  Your agency has 30 days to provide 
comments, the deadline for which would be January 22, 2008. If you have no comments,
please also let me know.
Communication can be by email, telephone, or regular mail, according to your 
preference.

If you have any questions or comments about these materials or the project, please 
contact me directly.

Please let me know if I can answer any questions or if you have comments. <<SHPO APE
response.pdf>>  <<12_14_let_Dempsey0001.pdf>>

Dianna Litvak
CDOT Region 6 Senior Historian
2000 S. Holly Street
Denver, CO 80222
303-757-9461 (direct phone)
303-757-9036 (fax)
Dianna.Litvak@dot.state.co.us

Page 1



 



 STATE OF COLORADO  

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Region 6  
2000 South Holly Street 
Denver, Colorado 80222 
720-497-6950 

 
February 18, 2008 
 
Ms. Amy Pallante 
State Historic Preservation Office 
1300 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
Subject: US 6 and Wadsworth Environmental Assessment Progress, February 2008 
 
Dear Ms. Pallante: 

Thank you for your continued interest in the US 6 and Wadsworth Environmental Assessment (EA).  We 
continue to move quickly through the EA process, and I wanted to update you on our progress.  Since 
August 2008 when we held our agency scoping meeting, we have been busy developing evaluation 
criteria and preparing preliminary design concepts for Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th and 14th 
Avenues and the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard interchange.  The project website 
(www.US6Wadsworth.com) has been updated to reflect this progress. 

Evaluation Criteria 
We developed evaluation criteria in two stages: Level 1 Screening and Level 2 Evaluation. The Level 1 
Screening is intended to (a) eliminate from detailed analysis concepts with fatal flaws and (b) identify a 
reasonable range of alternatives that could meet the project purpose and need, can be implemented at a 
reasonable cost, and would not result in unacceptable environmental or community impacts.  Level 2 
Evaluation provides quantitative measures of criteria to (a) compare the design concepts carried forward 
from the Level 1 Screening and (b) assist in the selection of alternatives that will be carried forward for 
analysis in the EA.  Information on the evaluation criteria is available on the project website. 

Design Concepts 
The project team has developed and screened for fatal flaws preliminary design concepts for Wadsworth 
Boulevard and the interchange.  Eleven Wadsworth Boulevard and eight interchange concepts were 
presented and explained at a Public Open House on February 12, 2008. Of these, CDOT has 
recommended one Wadsworth Boulevard and four interchange concepts be examined in the Level 2 
Evaluation.  From these, CDOT will select alternative(s) to be considered in the EA.  

Wadsworth Boulevard Concepts 
CDOT recommends that one Wadsworth Boulevard concept—six travel lanes with a raised median and 
sidewalks—be carried forward.  The basic elements of this concept are shown below.  It is likely that 
multiple alternatives, each varying the design elements, will be developed out of this concept. 

Interchange Concepts 

http://www.us6wadsworth.com/


CDOT recommends the following four interchange design concepts for further evaluation. 
 

Interchanges Examples 

 

Tight Diamond 

• I-70 and Federal Boulevard 

• US 6 and Indiana Avenue 

• I-70 and Denver West Boulevard 

 

Tight Diamond with Loop 

• I-25 and Colorado Boulevard 

• I-25 and Castle Pines Parkway 

 

Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI) 

• C-470 and Morrison Road 

• I-25 and University Boulevard  

• US 85 (Santa Fe) and Evans Avenue 

 

Partial Cloverleaf 

• US 36 and Federal Boulevard  

• US 285 and US 85  
(Hampden and Santa Fe) 

Additional details on the concepts can be found on the project website (see Alternatives and Study 
Documents pages). 

Next Steps 
We are on track with our accelerated schedule to identify final alternative(s) in April 2008, complete a 
draft EA for agency and public review in August 2008, and produce a decision document by the end of 
the year (December 2008).  We will provide you another update in April when we have identified 
alternatives that will be analyzed in the EA. We also will hold another public Open House at that time to 
present the results of the Level 2 Evaluation, including preliminary estimates of environmental, 
transportation, and property effects of these concepts.  We do not plan any formal agency meetings until 
the review of the EA document in August 2008. (At that time, we plan to hold agency review meetings in 
a similar format to our scoping meetings.)  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me (720-497-6955) 
or our Consultant Environmental Manager, Mandy Whorton, (720-286-5239) if you have any questions 
or comments.  Thank you for your continued interest and participation in our EA. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Seyed Kalantar, P.E. 
CDOT Region 6 Project Manager

































































 





 















DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Region 6, Planning and Environmental
2000 South Holly Street
Denver, CO 80222
(303) 757-9385
(303) 757-9036 FAX

December 9,2008

Ms. Karen Zoltenko

Lakewood Historical Society
801 S. Yarrow Street
Lakewood, CO 80226

DEPARTMENT Of TRAJlBrmrr ATiON

SUBJECT: Determination of Effects - US 6 and Wadsworth Environmental Assessment, Lakewood,
Colorado

Dear Ms. Zoltenko:

This letter and the attached Determination of Effects to Historic Properties Report constitute the
Determination of Effects under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the project
referenced above. The report was prepared as part of the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
proposed reconstruction of the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard interchange and roadway widening along
Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th and 14th Avenues in Lakewood, Colorado.

Project Description
The purpose of the US 6 and Wadsworth Boulevard project is to improve traffic flow and safety,
accommodate high traffic volumes, and increase multi-modal travel options and connections at the US 6
and Wadsworth Boulevard interchange and along Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th Avenue and 14th
Avenue.

The project area includes US 6 (also designated as 6th Avenue) and Wadsworth Boulevard (also
designated as State Highway 121). The east-west limits along US 6 are from the eastern interchange
ramps with Wadsworth Boulevard west to Garrison Street. On Wadsworth Boulevard, the project limits
are 4th Avenue to 14th Avenue. Exhibit 1 in the attached report provides a map of the project area.

Description of the Recommended Alternative
The existing design and configuration of the interchange and roadway within the project limits have not
kept pace with traffic and multi-modal travel demands. Improvements are needed to improve safety for
motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists; correct design deficiencies that contribute to safety concerns and
operational inefficiencies; increase infrastructure capacity to meet current and future traffic volumes; and
support multi-modal connections.

To address these needs, CDOT proposes to reconstruct the existing cloverleaf interchange and replace it
with a tight diamond with a loop in the northwest quadrant. The loop provides the greatest capacity for
the highest volume traffic movement: westbound to southbound in the evening rush hour. The new
interchange would lengthen acceleration and deceleration lanes, improve intersection spacing, and
remove weaving conflicts. To mitigate high traffic noise that exceeds FHWA's noise abatement criteria,
existing noise walls on the east side of Wadsworth near the interchange would be reconstructed where
needed, and new noise walls would be constructed between US 6 and the US 6 frontage road west of
Wadsworth to commercial developments at Garrison Street. The existing US 6 bridge over Wadsworth
would be replaced, and its profile would be raised to accommodate a longer span across Wadsworth.

CDOT also proposes to widen Wadsworth Boulevard between 4th and 14th Avenues to provide an
additional travel lane in each direction and detached sidewalks along both sides of the highway; the



Ms. Zoltenko
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additional travel lanes and sidewalks would complement improvements north and south of the project
area. In addition, access along Wadsworth would be controlled with a raised median.

The frontage roads on the north side US 6 within the project area would be reconfigured to address
neighborhood access and traffic management. Accesses would be shifted, and portions of the existing
one-way roads would be changed to two-way operations to improve access and reduce neighborhood cut
through traffic. Changes in frontage road operations were developed in consultation with residents of the
adjacent neighborhoods.

Chapter 2 in the attached report provides additional detail about the Recommended Alternative and the
alternatives evaluation process.

Eligibility Determinations
As detailed in the Historic Resources Survey completed as part of the EA (sent to you for review in July
2008), CDOT surveyed 151 historic resources within the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the US 6 /
Wadsworth project. Of these, nine architectural resources have been determined individually eligible for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and 39 architectural resources have been
determined to be contributing elements to three NRHP-eligible historic districts within or partially within
the APE.

Effect Determinations
No Action Alternative
There would be no direct impacts to any historic properties with the No Action Alternative.

Proposed Action (Recommended Alternative)
CDOT has determined the Proposed Action will have an Adverse Effect to four individually NRHP
eligible historic properties and no effect or no adverse effect to the remaining historic properties. The
following tables summarize the effects to historic properties within the APE. The attached report
provides additional discussion of effects and the efforts that CDOT undertook to avoid or minimize
effects to historic properties.

. th APE
TABLE 1

Effi t t I d"d " Er 'bl H' t . Rec son IVI uallY Igi eISoneesources Ine

Site No.

Address Proposed Action ImpactEffect Determination

5JF3548

7395 W. 6th Ave.Demolition of structure (full acquisition)Adverse Effect

Frontage Rd. 5JF3549

7423 W. 6th Ave.Demolition of structure (full acquisition)Adverse Effect

Frontage Rd. 5JF3554

7558 W. 9th Ave.No direct or indirect impact (no change toNo Historic Properties

setting)

Affected

5JF4511

1215 Wadsworth Blvd.Partial acquisition of historic propertyNo Adverse Effect

frontage 5JF4513

1230 Wadsworth Blvd.Acquisition of portion of property that doesNo Adverse Effect

not contribute to historic significance5JF4536

700 Wadsworth Blvd.Demolition of structure (full acquisition)Adverse Effect

5JF4542

7433 W. 6th Ave.Demolition of structure (full acquisition)Adverse Effect

Frontage Rd. 5JF4563

8125 W. 6th Ave.No direct or indirect impact (no adverseNo Adverse Effect

Frontage Rd.
change to setting); beneficial noise reduction

5JF4586

401 Wadsworth Blvd.Roadway project ties into existing conditionNo Adverse Effect

north of property boundary
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Eft1 ts t L keco a ewooc 00ISoncIS c anon n U Ing UI Ings anan scapeea ures,Ite

Building

Proposed Action ImpactEffect Determination

Lakewood School Historic District

Acquisition of a portion of propertyNo Adverse Effect

adjacent to Wadsworth that does not contribute to historic significance; nobuildings or contributing landscapefeatures affected
Building 1: New America School

Acquisition of portion of parking lot inNo Adverse Effect

front of building that does not contribute to historic significance
Building 2: Elementary School

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected

Building 3: Gymnasium

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected

Building 5: Arts and Administration

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected

Building 7: Junior High

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected

Structure 10: World War II

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected
Memorial

Structure 12: Storage Outbuilding

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected

Memorial Field

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected

Landscaped areas adjacent to

No ImpactNo Historic Properties Affected
Buildings 1, 2, 3, 7

'th' th APEd C tr'b t' B 'Id'H't ' D' ,A

TABLE 3

Eft1 Gects toreencresISoncIstnct anonI U Ing UI Ings WI Ine

Site No.

Address Proposed Action ImpactEffect Determination

Green Acres Historic District

Construction near the southwestern edge ofNo Adverse Effect

the historic district; most contributing resources unaffected; minor effects to threecontributing resources (see 5JF4529,5JF4530, and 5JF4537, below)5JF3610

700 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4526

7445 Highland Dr,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4527

7415 Highland Dr,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4528

7375 Highland Dr,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4529

705 Emerald Ln,Indirect visual impact from construction of aNo Adverse Effect

sound barrier wall along rear/side of property5JF4530

715 Emerald Ln.Indirect visual impact from construction of aNo Adverse Effect

sound barrier wall along rear of property5JF4537

7500 BroadviewPartial acquisition (approximately 180No Adverse Effect
Dr,

square feet) required in southwest corner of
property, Indirect visual impact fromconstruction of a sound barrier wall alongrear/side of property5JF4541

7370 BroadviewBeneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect
Dr,

5JF4543

740 Emerald Ln,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect
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TABLE 3

Effi t t Gees 0reeneresISoneISe anon n U ng UI Ings WI Ine

5JF4544

730 Emerald Ln,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4545

701 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4546

721 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4547

741 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4548

761 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4549

781 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4550

790 Park Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4551

660 Park Ln,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4552

680 Park Ln,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4553

720 Park Ln,Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

5JF4636

710 Emerald Ln.Beneficial indirect effect from reduced noiseNo Adverse Effect

'th' th APE
TABLE 4

Effi ct t M d I k H'II H' t ' D' t' t d C tr'b f B 'Id'e S 0ea owarISISoneISne anon I U Ing UI Ings WI Ine

Site No.

Address Proposed Action ImpactEffect Determination

Meadowlark Hills Historic District

Construction of a noise wall alongNo Adverse Effect

frontage road north of the historic district5JF4590

545 Meadowlark Dr,Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise5JF4591

540 Meadowlark Dr,Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise
5JF4592

555 Everett St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise5JF4593

560 Everett St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise5JF4594

585 Estes St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise
5JF4595

580 Estes St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise5JF4596

585 Dudley St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise
5JF4597

580 Dudley St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise
5JF4598

585 Dover St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise
5JF4599

590 Dover St.Beneficial indirect effect from reducedNo Adverse Effect

noise
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Request for Comments
As a consulting party with interest in these historic properties, we welcome your comments on the
Determination of Effects outlined in the above tables. Should you elect to respond, we request that you
do so within 30 days of receipt of this letter.

This submittal has also been forwarded to the State Historic Preservation Office, Jefferson County
Planning and Zoning Department, and Lakewood Heritage, Culture and the Arts Division. We will
forward their responses once we receive them.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. If you need further information, please
contact CDOT Region 6 Historian, Dianna Litvak, at (303) 757-9461.

. Paulmeno

Region 6 Planning and Environmental Manager

Enclosure:

cc:

Determination of Effects to Historic Properties Report

Dianna Litvak, CDOT Region 6
Lisa Streisfeld, CDOT Region 6
David Singer, CDOT Region 6
Seyed Kalantar, CDOT Region 6
Marcee Allen, FHW A
Mandy Whorton, CH2M HILL
file
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