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WHAT ISNEFA

T he national environmental po!icy act NETA) is a national Policy for the Pro’cection of the natural environment and
human health and welfare and is carried out by Promoting efforts to Prcvcnt or eliminate damagc to the environment.
From a transportation Perspective, NEFA requires that alternatives be evaluated and decisions be made in the

Public‘s best interest based on a balanced consideration of the need for safe and efficient transportation‘

DEFINITIONS

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CatEx)

A NEFA document pre ared for certain actions that are known t|1roug|1 past experience to have no significant
environmental imPact and therefore "excluded” from future NE P A Processing‘

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)

The EA is a concise document summarizing technical analgsis to_support the discussion of alternatives and their
associated impacts. ]F there are no significant imFacts, a I:inding OF Ro Si‘gniﬁcant (FONS]) is Preparcd‘ lec
FONS] comPletes the NE_FA process.

ENVIRONMENTALIMFACTS STATEMENT (E19)

An evaluation of all reasonable alternatives that discuss why other alternatives were eliminated from the detailed
study. Tl—:e E_]S also describes mitigation measures that are required to be incorPorated into the implement jon of
the PreFerrecl alternative. T he £|S is only conducted if the anticipated impacts of the federal action are found to be
signi{:icant. A Recorc‘ O‘F Decision (KO%} is Prcparcc‘ as the final decision of the Prc{:errccl alternative in the EIS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Wl-len an F A or E]S has been completecl, who will make the decision on the document's recommended

alternative(s)?

CDOT first evaluates the document to ensure CDOT, I:HWA and NEFA rcquiremcnts are met before
transmitting to FHWA, who will make the decision.

ls there a point in this process where the funding availability can stall the approval process?

p P g pproval p
In metropolitan area, a NE A decision document (FOI\?S] or ROD) cannot be issued until the ProPosecl Prcject
is part of a Fiscallg constrained plan prepared bg the Denver Kegional Council of Governments. T his means that
the {"uncling source must be known, orfunds alreadg available, for the construction of the ProPosecl Project.
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