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US 36 Milepost 8 Project River Improvements

US 36 Site 17— milepost 7.7 -8 [

Roadway Improvements from MP 77 - 8;
Overlay of Roadway and -
Replacement of existing guardrail to Standard
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

= Complete permanent Repairs in order to
fulfill the emergency repair obligation of
providing the most resilient repair for this
severely damaged section of US 36.

® Prevent future washouts at MP 8.0 so US
36 can safely and efficiently move people,
goods, and information.

PROJECT GOALS

= Realign the Littie Thompson River to its
natural alignment by installing culverts
under US 36 with enough hydraulic
capacity to withstand reasonable storm
events and restore fish passage in the
process.

® Add resiliency by allowing additional
hydraulic capacity for storm flows and
prevent future damage to this federal aid
facility serving as a key connection for
Estes Park, Rocky Mountain National Park
and the surrounding area.

= Enhance roadway safety by rock blasting
10 both improve line of sight and provide
snow storage off the driving surface.

Restoring the Little Thompson River

This project is designed to put the Little
Thompson River back into its natural
alignment through Muggins Gulch and honor
commitments made with the U.S. Forest
Service to return the channel to its historic
ecological function.

When US 36 was built, the river was
channeled away from Muggins Gulch into the
roadside ditch that exists today. This section
of the river channel washed out in the 1976
and 2013 floods, causing significant damage
to the roadway embankment that resulted in
costly repairs and extended closures of a
primary route in and out of Estes Park and
Rocky Mountain National Park.

New drainage structures being installed as
part of this project will return the river to its
natural path beneath the highway and
minimize erosion damage and highway
closures during the next flood.
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