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CDOT WEBSITE CAPTURE

Envirenrmental Assessment for the 8H 9 Iron Springs Alignment — CDOT

COLORADO

Quick Links
[& Projects

® American Recovery &

Rainve

Act

for SH 9 Iron Springs

/N
'.‘m Taking care to get you there

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Environmental Assessment for the SH
9 Iron Springs Alignment

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) are proposing to realign a portion of

The Proposed Action would realign a portion of the existing Blue River

EA Availability and Public Hearing

The EA is available for public review and comment from July 9 to
August 8, 2014, CDOT will hold a Public Hearing on July 29, 2014, from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Summit County Community and Senior
Center, located at 0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco (access is from Peak One
Boulevard).

Click here to download the EA and technical appendices. The EA is
also available for public review at the following locations:

Summit County Main Library - County Commons Building 0037
County Road 1005, Frisco

Summit County South Branch Library - 504 Airport Road,
Breckenridge

CDOT Headquarters Library - Shumate Building 4201 East Arkansas
Avenue, Denver

CDOT Region 1 Office - 2000 South Holly, Denver
CDOT Region 3 Office - 222 South 6th Street #317, Grand Junction

FHWA Colorado Division Office - 12300 West Dakota Avenue #180,
Lakewood

http-lfwrwrw coloradodot infolprojectshwy@f2b/sh-9-ron-springs-alignment-environmental-assessment] 8/15/2014 12:54.02 PM]

LIBRARY

A SHEN LS FOR EMee.
AND UMRELEES ALERTS
—

£) BOOKMARK of 90 &7

COOT will be hosting a Public
Hearing:
July 29, 2014

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Surmmit County Comrmunity and

= Active Construction Projects
! IR State Highway (SH) 9 south of Frisco. CDOT and FHWA have prepared Senior Center
=) Studies & Assessments an Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate this Proposed Action. 0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco
[& Over the River Fact Sheet With the Proposed Action (also known as the Iron Springs Alignment), a (Access is from Peak One Boulevard)
@ Coping with Constructior 1.3 mile stretch of SH 9 would be realigned, rather than widened on
- - the existing alignment, shortening the roadway by approximately 0.4
£lood. Ralatdd Frojocts mile. The Proposed Action would improve safety by removing a tight e pr—
®) FasT compound curve, which contributes to accidents. Resident Enginesr
™ State Highway 9 Frisco to If the Proposd Action is not built, SH 9 would be widened along the oy
<l ' P.0. Box 2236
Breckenridge existing alignment as previously approved by CDOT and FHWA in the SH Frisco, CO 80443
I T 9 Record of Decision (2004) and referred to in this EA as the “No [_3035 512-560 )
Action Altemative.” srant.Anderson@state.co.us

Colin Dinsmore, P.E.

tement Bikeway, by moving it to the existing SH 9 alignment. The realigned D'?T p_mj“'\'t Engineer
[} Previous Projects bikeway would be approximately 0.4 mile longer than the existing one T re e AteC LS
[8 Current Design but would be at a much gentler grade than the current alignment. In Tracy Trulave

addition, the existing US Forest Service Dickey Day Use Parking Lot COOT Public Relations Mar.

M Futureifrojects would be moved vest to a proposed new parking lot, allowing for Trecy-Trulave@staie.co.us
B Environmental Impact safer access via an existing signalized intersection (at SH 9 and

Statement Recreation Way). A proposed new Dickey trail connection would
Pl provide connectivity between the new parking lot and realigned

FibL Mertings bikeway, aswell as shoreline access. The Proposed Action would
B ‘hotographs improve water quality protection by realigning SH 9 away from Dillon
& Reservoir.
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Environmental Assesanent for the 5H 2 Iron Springs Alignment — CDOT

Resources Travel Programs Popular Business Links

m ACCESSIBILITY
Relay Colorado: 711 or (B00-659-
36586)

Click here to view the July 29, 2014 Public Hearing display boards
and presentation.

Ways to Comment - We Want to Hear from
Youl!

Public comments are encouraged and will be accepted from July 9 to
August 8, 2014, in the following ways:

= At the public hearing on July 29, 2014 (written and verbal
comments will be accepted)

= Online: Click here to submit a comment to the SH 9 EA project
team

= In writing to either of the following:

Grant Anderson, P.E.

Colorado Department of Transportation
PO Box 2236

Frisco, €O 80443

Fax 303-512-5675

Grant. Anderson@state.co. us

Stephanie Gibson

Federal Highway Administration - Colorado Division
12300 W. Dakota Avenue, Suite 180

Lakewoed, CO 80228

Fax 720-963-3001

Stephanie.Gbson@dot.gov

Project Timeline

Construction funding is available for this project. If the Proposed
Action is approved, construction is anticipated to start in 2016 and
would take approximately two years to complete.

ohol and Impaired Driving = fBidding

= Weekly Lane Closures = OTIS
® Yinter Driving Laforn
Transparency

Copyright @ 2014, Colorado Department of Transportation | Frivacy Policy | Web Content Policy
Last modified Jul 31, 2014

Http Awww coloradodot mfolprojectsthwy9f2b/sh-9-iron-springs-alignment-env ironmental-assessment{ 815/2014 12:54:08 PM]

m CDOT Financials

= Your COOT Dollar
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B-2




State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment FONSI
Appendix B — EA Availability and Public Hearing Documentation

PRESS RELEASE

CDOT RELEASES SH 9 IRON SPRINGS ALIGNMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, SEEKING PUBLIC INPUT

Today, July 9, 2014, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHW A) released the State Highway (SH) 9 Iron Springs Alignment Environmental Assessment (EA) for
a 30-day comment period to collect public input on a Proposed Action for highway improvements. With the Proposed
Action (also known as the Iron Springs Alignment), a 1.3 mile stretch of SH 9 south of Frisco would be realigned, rather
than widened on the existing alignment, shortening the roadway by approximately 0.4 mile. The Proposed Action would
improve safety by removing a tight compound curve, which contributes to accidents.

The Proposed Action would realign a portion of the existing Blue River Bikeway, by moving it to the exisling
SH 9 alignment. The realigned bikeway would be approximately 0.4 mile longer than the existing one but would be at a
much gentler grade than the current alignment. In addition, the existing US Forest Service Dickey Day Use Parking Lot
would be moved west to a proposed new parking lot, allowing for safer access via an existing signalized intersection (at
SH 9 and Recreation Way). A proposed new Dickey trail connection would provide connectivity between the new
parking lot and realigned bikeway, as well as shoreline access. The Proposed Action would improve water quality
protection by realigning SH 9 away from Dillon Reservoir.

If the Proposed Action is not built, SH 9 would be widened along the existing alignment as previously approved
by CDOT and FHWA in the SH 9 Record of Decision (2004) and referred to in this EA as the “No Action Alternative.”

This EA is guided by the National Environmental Policy Act process, which includes opportunities for public
comment prior to FHWA making a decision. CDOT and FHW A invite public input during the 30-day comment period
from July 9, 2014, through August 8, 2014. The EA is available on the project website at
www.coloradodot.info/projects/hwv9{2b, and it can be viewed at the following locations:

e Summit County Main Library — County Commons Building, 0037 County Road 1005, Frisco
e Summit County South Branch Library — 504 Airport Road, Breckenridge

e CDOT Headquarters Library — Shumate Building, 4201 East Arkansas Avenue, Denver

¢ CDOT Region 1 Office — 2000 South Holly, Denver

e CDOT Region 3 Office — 222 South 6th Street #317, Grand Junction

e FHWA Colorado Division Office — 12300 West Dakota Avenue #180, Lakewood

CDOT will host a Public Hearing on July 29, 2014, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Summit County
Community and Senior Center, located at 0083 Nancy's Place, in Frisco to allow members of the community to learn
about the project from CDOT representatives and comment on the EA. Those who are unable to attend the Public

Hearing are encouraged to submit written comments via the project website at www.coloradodot.info/projects/hwy92b |

by facsimile (303-512-5675) or by mail to CDOT Region 3, ¢/o Grant Anderson, PO Box 2236, Frisco, CO 80443.
Following the 30-day comment period and the Public Hearing, FHW A and CDOT will consider public

comments and prepare a decision document, which is anticipated to be completed later in 2014.
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NEWSPAPER AD PLACED IN SUMMIT DAILY NEWS JULY 23, 26 AND 28, 2014

SH 9 Iron Springs Alignment Environmental Assessment

U 5. Dapcitment of Transportcion
Federal Highway
Administration

AT

Public Hearing

You are invited to attend a Public
Hearing for the State Highway 9 (SH 9)
Iron Springs Alignment Environmental
Assessment (EA), conducted by the
(olorado Department of Transportation
(CDOT) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). CDOT and FHWA
are proposing to realign a 1.3 mile stretch
of State Highway 9 south of Frisco, rather
than widen on the existing highway
alignment. This will shorten the roadway,
improve safety, reduce wetland impacts,
and provide water quality henefits. The
Bikeway will also be realigned, providing
agentler grade closer to Dillon Reservoir.

When?

Tuesday, July 29,2014

4:30 pm - Doors Qpen

5:30 pm - Brief Presentation

Open comment period until 6:30 pm

Where?

Summit County Community

and Senior Center

0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco

(access is from Peak One Boulevard)

Please Share Your Thoughts!

Public comments are encouraged at the
Public Hearing and through August 8, 2014

For more information on ways to comment,
visit the project web site:
www.coloradodot.info/projects/hwy9f2h

48 hours prior to the event.

ADA Assistance: The Public Hearing is ADA accessible. To request spacial accommodation or project
information, please contact Grant Anderson (303-512-5601 or grant.anderson@state.co.us) at least
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PUBLIC HEARING FLYER

PUBLIC
“HEARING

SH 9 Iron Springs Alignment Enwron mental Assessment
cCDOT

When? Tuesday, July 29,2014 -
4:30 pm - Doors Open A
5:30 pm - Brief Presentation e e

Administration

Open comment period until 6:30 pm

Where? Summit County Community and Senior Center
0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco
(access is from Peak One Boulevard)

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing for the State Highway 9 (SH 9) Iron Springs
Alignment Environmental Assessment (EA), conducted by the Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). CDOT and FHWA
are proposing to realign a 1.3 mile stretch of State Highway 2 south of Frisco, rather than
widen on the existing highway alignment. This will shorten the roadway, improve safety,
reduce wetland impacts, and provide water quality benefits. The Bikeway will also be
realigned, providing a gentler grade closer to Dillon Reservoir.

Please Share Your Thoughts! ADA Assstance: The Public hearing i
Public comments are encouraged at the Public ADA accessible. To request special
Hearing and through August 8, 2014 accommodation or project

For more information on ways to comment, ifCTmatic; pleaselcontact/GraT:
y ' Anderson (303-512-5601 or

visit the project web site: grant.anderson@state.co.us)
www.coloradodot.info/projects/hwy9f2b at least 48 hours prior to the event.
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PUBLIC HEARING DISPLAY BOARDS

A

DOT

/

to the

SH 9 Iron Springs Alignment
Environmental Assessment
Public Hearing

Today’s Schedule
Doors Openat 4:30pm
Brief Presentation at 5:30 pm
Comment period until 6:30 pm

COLORADO

Department of
Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportation
(\ Federal Highway

Administration

July 29, 2014

December 2014
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Proposed Action - Iron Springs Alignment
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Typical Section A

Proposed Action Typical Sections
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Benefits of the Proposed Action

» Easier to construct, less traffic disruption

» Improve safety by eliminating
dangerous curve

» Reduced wetland impacts

» Bikeway at gentler grade with
reservoir overlook

» Water quality protection

» Improved recreation experience
at shoreline

» Reduced barrier to wildlife

» Shorter highway would
reduce maintenance

» Less extensive retaining walls needed

COLORADO
‘

Departreent o
Trnspartation

£Y|

State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
Environmental Assessment

July 28, 2014

December 2014
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No Action - Recreation Facility Changes
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Purpose & Need Comparison

What is the Purpose of the Project?

Improve transportation along SH 9 by decreasing travel time and
improving safety, while minimizing impacts to the surrounding
environment and communities.

Why is the Project Needed?

Roadway Capacity/Mobility: Currently operating at capacity in peak travel
hours; traffic volumes are expected to grow by 2 percent per year,
exceeding the existing road capacity

Safety: Accident rate exceeds the statewide average. Increased
congestion, multiple accesses, and inconsistent lane and shoulder
widths contribute to this high accident rate

Transit: transit service would be impeded as congestion increases and
as traffic volume increases

Project No Action Alternative Proposed Action
Needs (widen to four-lane reduced section highway on existing alignment)  (construct four-lane reduced section highwvay on new alignment)
Would provid e sufficient roadway capacity to meet projected Would provide sufficient roadway capacity to meet projected
Roa dway Capa city! traffic needs and improve iraffic flow. traffic needs and improve traffic flow.

Mobility | The ftight Leslie's Curve would remain, resulting in slightly Would remove the Iig'n( Leslie’s Curve and shorten the roadway
slower speeds than on other sections of SH 9 between Frisco by approximately 0.4 mile, which would result in slightly shorter
and Breckenridge. travel time {approximately 30 seconds time savings between

Frisco and Breckenridge) relative to the No Action Alternafive.
Would provide a safe roadway for vehicles. Would provide a safer roadway for vehicles.
The tight Leslie's Curve would remain with a center barrier With the removal of the tight Leslie’s Curve, accidents may be
provided to prevent vehicles from crossing the center line. The reduced relative to the No Action Alternative, particularly in icy
Safety | tight curve may continue to produce accidents, parficularly in conditions.
fcy conditions. Dickey Day Use Parking Lot would be closed and a new parking
Dickey Day Use Parking Lot would remain at its existing location | lot would be established, with access from SH 9 via the
and access from SH 9 would remain unsignalized and at its signalized intersection at Recreation Way, which would be safer.
current location.
Would provide sufficient y capacity and a safe roadway Would provide sufficient roadway capacity and a safer roadway
for transit vehi as for other vehich for transit vehicles, as for other vehicles.
Transit] The tight Leslie's Curve would remain with a center barrier Would provide the travel time and potential safety benefits to
provided to prevent vehicles from crossing the center line. The transit vehicles, as other vehicles.
tight curve may continue to produce accidents, particularly in
icy conditions, which would affect transit vehicles, as well as
other vehicles.

COLORADO
Department af
Transpartation

Fad y
Administration

State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment

Environmental Assessment
July 23, 2014

December 2014
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Bird's Eye View Simulations from South

B

Proposed Action Simulation

No Action Alternative Simulation

eg COLORADO Eeired Homs State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
Teporaticn, Administration Environmental Assessment
July 20, 2014

December 2014
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Leslie's Curve Concept Simulations
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v— Qm.mm Environmental Assessment
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Concept Simulations - North End
(looking northwest)

December 2014

? ‘ COLORADO B e State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
& Aciministration Environmental Assessment
Juby 29, 2014
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Concept Simulations - South End
(looking southwest)

—

Existing Condi

December 2014

? ‘ COLORADO e State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
& Praeperiation Aciminisiration Environmental Assessment
July 29, 2014
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Environmental Mitigation Commitments

Environmental Resources Mitigation

: Commitments Final Design Construction
Evaluated in EA:

Air Quality

Geotechnical

Water Resources and Water Quality
Floodplains

Wetlands

Vegetation and Noxious Weeds

Terrestrial Wildlife and Aquatic Resources
Threatened and Endangered Species

Colorado Special Status Species 83_8D8[_3iﬁc o

LS. Forest Service Sensitive Species mitgation Mitigation Mitigation
Histaric Properties commitments commitmentai commitments will
Palsontologial Resounces identified in EA, 1c : ] be tracked and
MMl be confirmed in be incorporated § verified through
Social Resources and Environmental Justi NEPA decisi Final Design _ 9
Right-of-way ecision construction
Utilities document

Parks and Recreation Resources

Traffic Noise

Visual Resources

Energy Analysis

Hazardous Materials
Cumulative Impacts
Section 4{f) Resources

LY |
Departmant of
Tramaportatioe.

State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
Environmental Assessment

Iuy 29, 2044
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Right-of-Way
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Proposed Action
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Agency Coordination and Permitting

Agency Coordination to Date
» Colorado Parks and Wildlife
» Continental Divide Land Trust
» Denver Water
» History Colorado/State Historic Preservation Officer
» Northern Arapaho Tribe
» Summit County
» Town of Frisco
» U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
» U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
» U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
» U.S. Forest Service - A cooperating agency for this EA

Additional Clearances and Permits Required
» Construction Access Permits
» Easements
» Section 404 Permit - Clean Water Act

» Permits from Local Jurisdictions -
access, survey, utility and construction

» Senate Bill 40 Certification - wildlife certification for streams
P Section 401 Water Quality Certification

» Section 402 Permit - water quality

» Stormwater Construction Permit

» Survey Permit

» Traffic

? COLORADO e e State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
& ‘ Tnepaation emmm SIZIET Environmental Assessment

July 28, 2014
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How to Comment on the EA

Comments will be accepted through August 8, 2014

Verbal Comments this Evening
B Sign up to speak after the presentation
B Provide comments to the court reporter

Written Comments through August 8, 2014

B Submit comment form in the comment box
this evening

m\ia the project website
www.coloradodot.info/projects/hwy9f2b

® Mail, e-mail or fax comments to:

Grant Anderson, P.E. Stephanie Gibson

Colorado Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration - Colorado Division

PO Box 2236 12300 W. Dakota Avenue, Suite 180

Frisco, CO 80443 Lakewood, CO 80228

303-512-5601 720-963-3013

Fax 303-512-5675 Fax 720-963-3001

Grant.Anderson@state.co.us Stephanie.Gibson@dot.qov

&?‘ mﬂa Do eFedé_Tu_|_"4 'i}_i};_;""‘:;‘; State HighwalaEyr 9 Iron Springs Alignment
Deprtmentol Administrafion nvironmental Assessment

July 2, 5014
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Project Status and Next Steps

Public Comments and NEPA Decision
» Public comments through August 8, 2014

» CDOT and FHWA will consider all comments
and respond

»CDOT and FHWA decisions to be made:
- Section 4(f) de minimis finding pending for rec sites
- Proposed Action or No Action Alternative
- NEPA decision document

Final Design and Construction
» Following decision proceed with final design

» Continue agency and stakeholder involvement
» Right-of-Way process to be initiated in 2015

» RAMP Program funding available
for construction

» Construction could occur in 2016 and 2017

State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment
Environmental Assessment

July 28, 2014

COLORADO
Department of
A Transpartation
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PUBLIC HEARING PRESENTATION

5y | COLORADO
"4'!“ Department of
- e
A" Transportation

=
o

“SF‘(Q Iron Spriﬁgs Alignment
Public Hearing July 29, 2014

Welcome!

Thank you for attending

Your interest and comments
are important to us
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* Corridor background

* Proposed Action

* Project status and next steps
« Comments

SH 9 Corridor Background

SH 9 Frisco to Breckenridge EIS and ROD - 2004

+ Established Purpose and Need for Corridor
« Safety
* Congestion
* Transit

Evaluated broad range of alternatives

Selected widening of existing SH 9 to 4 lanes
Construction has progressed as funds became available
Current phase will complete SH 9 south of Summit HS
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SH 9 Iron Springs Alignment EA

Request to Evaluate Realignment of SH 9

+ Summit County made initial request to CDOT

» Changed conditions noted

* Mountain pine beetle epidemic

» Heightened water quality concerns

» Renewed safety concerns
+ Discussion began with agencies and stakeholders
+ CDOT/FHWA prepared Environmental Assessment

+ Iron Springs Alignment is the “Proposed Action”

“No Action Alternative”

EA compares Proposed Action to “No Action Alternative”
“No Action Alternative” is 4 lane widening per 2004 ROD
This will be built if Proposed Action is not selected
Widen to 4 lanes on the existing SH 9 alignment

Leslie’s Curve would remain with center safety barrier
USFS Dickey parking lot would remain, limited access
Portion of Bikeway on the south end would be realigned
Large rock cuts and retaining walls required
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Proposed Action

» Presented in the EA and Display Boards

» Construct 4 lane SH 9 on new “lron Springs Alignment”

* SH 9 would be shortened by 0.4 mile

+ Tight compound curve (Leslie’s Curve) removed

* Bikeway moved to current SH 9 alignment

» Bikeway would be 0.4 mile longer with gentler grade

» USFS Dickey lot replaced with new lot on Recreation Way
+ Trail connection added to new parking lot

» Construction could occur mostly off-line

Benefits of the Proposed Action

+ Easier to construct, less traffic disruption

+ Improve safety by eliminating dangerous curve

* Reduced wetland impacts

+ Bikeway at gentler grade with reservoir overlook
+ Water quality protection

* Improved recreation experience at shoreline

* Reduced barrier to wildlife

+ Shorter highway would reduce maintenance

+ Less extensive retaining walls needed
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Project Status and Next Steps

Public Comments and NEPA Decision
+ Public comments through August 8, 2014
+ CDOT and FHWA will carefully consider all comments
+ CDOT and FHWA decisions to be made:
* Proposed Action or No Action Alternative
* Section 4(f) de minimis finding for recreation sites
» NEPA decision document

Project Status and Next Steps (cont.)

Final Design and Construction

* Following decision proceed with final design

» Continue agency and stakeholder involvement
Right-of-Way process to be initiated in 2015
RAMP Program funding available for construction
Construction could occur in 2016 and 2017
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Ways to Comment

* At this hearing:
* Open comments - please sign up
+ Verbal comments to court reporter
+ Written comments in comment box
* Through August 8, 2014
* Mail, fax or e-mail

* Project website:
www.coloradodot.info/projects/hwy9f2b

Open Comment Time

« To present your comments:

+ Please sign up to comment at the table

+ Speakers will be called in order of sign up

* Please state your name and affiliation, if any

* Please be concise and respect others time (3 min. limit)
+ CDOT and FHWA will:

+ Carefully consider all comments

* Respond in writing in the NEPA decision document
+ Thank you!
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PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT

1 TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS OF:
2 PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE STATE HIGHWAY 9 IRON SPRINGS
2! ALIGNMENT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CONDUCTED BY THE
4 COLORADC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATICN AND THE FEDERAL
5 HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
6
7
g PRESENTATION SPEAKER:
G Grant Anderson (CDOT)
10
11 Tuesday, July 29, 2014
12 5230 B.M.
13
14
15 The above-entitled proceedings was taken on
behalf of CDOT and FHWA at Summit County Community and
16 Senior Center, 0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, Cclorado, on
Tuesday, July 29, 2014, at 5:30 p.m., before Shayna
17 Montgomery, Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public
within Colorado.
18
19
20
24l
22
)
24
75
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BEBREEE BRI NGS

GRANT ANDERSON: Thanks, everybody, for coming.
My name is Grant Anderson. I'm the resident engineer in
Summit County for CDOT. We're really glad we got a good
turneut for this.

We wanted to do a short presentation -- I've got
a few slides —-- to reiterate some of the hboards, and then
I'11 fill in some of the blanks. We're really glad yvou're
here. We really want your comments, so please, before you
leave, grab a comment sheet and figure out how to comment
online. The more comments we get, the better it is for us
in the decisionmaking process.

There's a slew of folks from CDOT here. I don't
know if I want to introduce everybody, but we have experts
in a lot of different areas that can answer questions if T
can't answer them. So if you want to catch me after the
presentation, we can talk more. We also have federal
highway is here, if anybody has questions for the Feds.

S50 with that, I'1l get right intoc the little
presentation, and then afterwards, we'll do a formal
question-answer, kind of comment periocd. We are recording
this meeting for the record, and then we've got a court
reporter here, too, to document the verbal comments. 5o
that "1l be part of the record for the decisionmaking on

the environmental document.
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S0 get ready for this. I'm not going to read
these slides, but I wanted to fill in a couple details.
We've been working on the corridors, most people know,
since 1999 when we did the environmental impact statement.
This project that we're talking about right now won't be
the last corridor project. There'll be cne more to finish
the four-lane between Frisco and Breckenridge, but this is
kind of the last real major one that’'s on ocur plate.

S50 we're going to spin through these four items
rather quickly and then get some questions and answers and
comments going. The purpose and need for this particular
project is the same as it i1s for the whole corridor. We
want to improve safety. We want to relieve some
congestion and make it so the transit system works in the
Eortidor.

You know, in 1999 through about 2003, we studied
a lot of different alternatives for the corridor, and so
we have a record of decision on the four-lane from Frisco
to Breckenridge. We've progressed in construction, you
know, starting with the south end in Breckenridge, and now
we're marching north. So if anybody has comments on the
current construction, that's my baby too, so if you want
to report to me about that.

This topic came up as we started trying to plan

the next project after the high school. You know, it was
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thrown out early in the planning in 19%9, 2000, bhecause
the forest was in such pristine condition, nobody thought
it was even an option to run a four-lane highway up
through this area. But as time progressed, things
changed, and so that's why we're here today.

The county -- and Thad's here -- actually
proposed this project to CDOT, what was it, Thad, about
two years ago, we walked it?

THAD NOLL: More than that.

GRANT ANDERSON: Maybe two, two and a half,
three, so we've been studying this for a long time. Thad
and I were walking on the bike path and trying to envisicn
what a highway would look like up there, and what really
got my gears turning was how could we loock at this from an
engineering perspective and would 1t be decable, feasible,
what would the environmental impacts and resources be?

And the more we dug into it, the more we found that there

were a lot of opportunities with this option. So the
proposed —— well, let me back up. I'm getting ahead of
myself.

The -- initially, I want to say right off the

bat, vou know, this goes through a conservation easement,
s0 that was a blg kind of red flag when we first started
locking at it. The Continental Divide Land Trust holds a

conservation easement on the county parcel where this
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highway would go, and Leigh, as the director, was pretty
opposed, I think, right up front. So CDOT was kind of
like, well, vou know, how could this work? And we really
started having some detailed conversations and trying to
figure out what the intent of the easement was and how
could we make it work, if we could convince Leigh and her
group that it maybe is a benefit to those guys.

S50 we can talk about that more later, but you
know, I think the group has come around to accept this as
maybe a less impactful solution to get the four-lane done.
And we can talk with the Land Trust people after the
meeting as well.

The -- I want to talk about the no-action
alternative, just because that’'s the baseline. The
no-—action alternative widens the hichway on the existing
alignment, and it's -- as everybody drove it yesterday
maybe, everybody saw that it's a pretty difficult area to
work. S0 we were just doing a maintenance patch there
vesterday, and it's so constrained it's like you start to
try and imagine building a four-lane highway in that
segment.

We're cleared, essentially, to do that right now,
and so that's what we're comparing this new proposal to is
trying to compare apples to apples. What are the impacts

to all the resources, 1f we widen on the existing, that's
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what we're calling the no-action, versus widening on this
new alignment, which 1s, what —-- you know, four—-tenths of
a mile shorter.

From an engineering perspective, both of them are
doable. But as we've flushed out through the last couple
years, the proposed action seems like the better sclution.
T don't want to read these but, you know, we really don't
want to discount the fact that even though it's only a
four-tenths of a mile shorter road, over time that's —- I
think we calc'd it -- a 6-percent reduction in energy
costs for just that short reduction in length. It

improves the geometry dramatically, so that's always a

good thing for highway engineers like myself. You know,
it improves the curve —-- curvature and all that good
stuff.

50 the pivotal section's also way better. We —-

if we were going to align on the existing alignment, we'd
have a center barrier, kind of like Vail Pass, the
concrete Jersey barrier dividing the highway because we're
so constrained. And in one section, you'd have barrier
through a wall on the cut side, barrier in the middle, and
then barrier on the outside, which, vou know, in the
winter, we all know, coming arcund that corner, it's golng
to pinball off that.

50 the proposed action really solves a lot of
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that. 2nd then the big change, moving the bike path over
where the highway is now, it's hard fo envision that.

I've had the chance to lock at it for two years, so I kind
of can see it now, but I know it's hard to visualize. We
think it's in general a big improvement to the existing
bike path. Everybody's familiar with it. It's right next
to the highway, kind of near the high school. We really
spent a lot of time figuring cut if we were going to widen
on the existing, what would we do with that bike path?

And 1t turns out, and you can see 1t on the
boards, that it becomes a real challenge to bring that
bike path down arcund the back, kind of tie it in behind
the high school. It gets pretty steep and curvy, so it's
a visual impact. It's a dangerous section of path. We
met with some bike groups, and there’'s a little back and
forth, vou know, some of the experienced riders like that
section, like steep, like curves, but the tourists seem to
crash there a lot. 5o with the proposed action, we think
we can solve a lot of that and make a safer and better
bike path.

The other big piece of this project is the Dickey
Day Lot, the forest service parking area. I've had a lot
of comments Jjust so far today about extending that trail
ancther half mile, parking your cars over at the Peninsula

Rec Area wversus parking right there close to the
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reservolr. That's -- you know, some people should
definitely comment on, but we feel it's, vou know, kind of
a tradeoff. The experience down by the reservoir’s
probably going to be better once this is done, if it's
done, because the highway is so far removed you won't get
all that highway noise. And you'll be able to ride your
bike down there, and it kind of completes the lake loop
and a couple different bike path connections.

The underpass, we shouldn't discount either. I
think not having to cross a four-lane highway on a bike
with the kids in the trailer igs a big benefit. These two
underpasses are pretty wide. They're going to be pretty
appealing for all levels of bike-path users.

50, you know, T don't -- I'm not trying to sell
the proposed action, I Just think it's important to
understand that a lot of thought was put into all these
impacts and resources.

50 —— and then the last one, vou know, 1t's big
for everyone. If we could build the majority of this
project cutside of traffic, keeps the traffic flowing for
the community and we don't have so much impact on the
economy, tourism, and all the rest.

So I probably got ahead of myself again. We've
got a bunch of benefits, we feel, for the proposed action

over the no-action. ©One of the big ones iz the wetland
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impact. Any time we try and fill over wetlands, we have
Lo mitigate those impacts. And unfortunately, in this
area near the high school, we have a special wetland
called a "fen." Those wetlands are thousands of years
old, and they can't be replaced. 5o when you impact them,
it's kind of a net loss. And so this proposed actiocn
really minimizes the impact to the fen.

2nd then there’'s a slew of these other benefits,
50 we can Jget into these in detail in the comments and
questions part of this. I didn't want to, you know, spend
a lot of time kind of describing this. 1I'd rather get a
conversation going and get you guys the answers that you
need so you can make your comments.

I've got a couple things on the next one I have
to mention. The public comment period extends through
August 8, so please, please figure ocut a way to get
comments in. We're going to —— I think we're legally
required to respond to all the comments, so it's just
going to make the project better, the more input we get
from the community.

The third bullet here shows some items that are
still kind of pending. Section 4-F —- for people that
aren't familiar with NEPA, is part of the National
Environmental Policy Act -- well, Stephanie, you can

correct me. It has to do with recreation sites, and when
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we have impacts to, say, bike paths or parks, it's covered
under Section 4F, which is probably Section 4F with some
code. S0 we really want to get comments back on what
people think about the impacts to the recreation sites
because that's still a pending part of this process. 2And
that's that.

I think the time line after the comment pericd is
over is probably, what, & couple months before the
decision i1s made with federal highways. Is that right,
Stephanie? Maybe a rough time line? So it's not a done
deal, but it's loocking pretty good so far. And then, you
know, obviously, we'll have to evaluate everybody's
comments. So getting ahead of myself again.

We can't proceed with final design until we do
get a decision and documents signed by the feds, so the
Federal Highway Administration is the one that issues the
decision document.

We want to continue to kind of keep evervybody in
the loop -- excuse me —-- as that progresses. We can't

start the right-of-way process until we're pretty much at

a kind of 80-percent design level. So that's -- excuse
me -- that’'s not until, you know, next January or
February.

2nd then this -- T want to highlight the fact

that this project is a true partnership through our RAMP
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program. Frobably not everyone's familiar with that, but
there's funding -- excuse me —- identified for this
project because the county and the town of Frisco have
partnered with CDOT to contribute in donation richt-of-way
for what we're going to need to build this job, so that's
pretty critical and crucial to this project’s success.

Thank vyou.

2nd then, yeah, the schedule, we wouldn't start
construction until most likely spring of 20le. So we'wve
got a ton of ways to comment. You know, for me the
easiest would be online, but wverbally's going to be great
today. Written is always going to be good for us, and
then through the mail or fax.

S0 I think I've got one more slide here. We —- T
doen't know if we did the signup sheet or not.

AUDIENCE: We've got 1t.

GRANT ANDERSON: You've got it? 5o I don't know
if, Thor, if you want to call people up to the mic. I
think we're around a three-minute limit. Kind of want to
keep it cordial, and we'll respond if we can to a
question. Or if you guys just want to get a comment on
the record, we can do that as well.

THOR GJELSTEEN: So just logistics-wise, if you'd
like to make a comment, come on over and sign up on the

sheet, and then we'll just call people in order. Kurt
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will bring the mic to you, and then you can go ahead and
comment. So we're happy to have as many people who would
like to comment. I'11 just keep the sheet, and we'll kind
of go from there.

2And I think the first to comment is Leigh Girvin.

LEIGH GIRVIN: The first person crossed their
name off?

GRANT ANDERSON: That's good. I'm glad.

THE COURT REPORTER: Can you have her repesat her
name?

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, we'll have you repeat your
names to help with the record.

LEIGH GIRVIN: My name is Leigh Girvin. I'm with
Continental Divide Land Trust, and Continental Divide Land
Trust holds the conservation easement on the Iron Springs
Open Space. As Grant mentioned, it's a 30-acre parcel
along Highway 9 across from the reservoir between Leslie's
Curve and Summit High School. So someone who's standing
back by cne of the maps, could you point that cut? Brian,
vou're familiar with where that is located. Kind of a
fish-shaped parcel about 30 acres.

So the Land Trust has been a stakeholder in this
conservation. When Continental Divide Land Trust accepted
the conservation easement on Iron Springs Open Space in

2003, we knew that major changes were coming to the open

December 2014

B-44




State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment FONSI
Appendix B — EA Availability and Public Hearing Documentation

10

11

1

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

space property. The original EA for the widening of
Highway & to four lanes which Grant talked about, that's
what thevy're calling the no-action alternative, that was
in process at the time. And when we accepted the
conservation easement, we knew that those major changes
were coming. The rec path would have to be moved. The
widened highway would take an acre of the Iron Springs
Open Space property. A fen wetland would be adversely
impacted, along with other potential impacts as Grant has
also mentiocned.

In 2011 —- so that's how long vou guys have been
working on this, probably since before that -- and we
learned about the proposal to change the route of Highway
8, which is the subject of today's hearing, the proposed
new route would go through the middle of the Iron Springs
Open Space. 2And at the time, the Land Trust was very
opposed to that change and voiced our opposition to the
board of county commissioners.

Over the course of the following years, the Land
Trust was engaged as a stakeholder, and we had opportunity
to provide input into the new alignment that helped
address our concerns and issues for the conservation
values on the property.

Conservation easements are intended to protect

open space values of the land in perpetuity. When we
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accept a conservation easement, we accept that
responsibility, and we also recognize that conditions
change over the course of forever. All conservation
easement agreements include an amendment clause to address
exactly those potential future changes.

A3z a stakeholder, the Land Trust has worked
cocperatively with Summit County and CDOT to identify
igsues of concern to our organization regarding the open
space property. No matter how the property changes, and
it will, it is important to Continental Diwvide Land Trust
to preserve the conservation values that the easement was
originally intended to protect, and that is the scenic
qualities, natural resources, such as the fen, public
recreation, and maintaining a buffer and community
separator between Frisco and Breckenridge.

At this time, the Land Trust is evaluating the
EA. We're listening to comments today at the public
hearing, and we will be providing formal written comments
by the August 8 deadline. And no matter the outcome, know
that the Land Trust is engaged in this process. We are
not abandoning the conservation easement on the Iron
Springs. We want this Lo be the best possible project
that it can be.

GRANT ANDERSON: Thank you. Who's next?

THOR GJELSTEEN: Next to comment 1s Steve
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Bainbridge.

STEVE BAINBRIDGE: Good afterncon. My name is
Steve Bainbridge. I'm a resident of Water Dance. My wife
and I bought property over there and built -- we bought
property ten years ago and built and moved in five years
ago. In ten years -- and this is probably contrary to
some of the studies -- we had noted that the sound level
on this highway has probably tripled since we bought the
property. And so I may be a little early, but I'd better
make these statements now than have it all happen.

2s this project gets done and it dumps down in
and people head to Frisco or back up to Breck, I suspect
things are going to get louder. 2And I just know from —-
in the winter, I'm a ski instructor at Breck, and I know
that traffic golng over to Falrplay and Alma 1is
increasing. Construction traffic, bus traffic, truck
traffic, they're all adding to the wvolume and making our
home less and less fun to sit on the deck or even in our
bedroom.

50 what I'd like to see done would be 35 miles an
hour from the hospital turnoff down to Friscoc, not 50.
And there are various sections of sound wall that are on
tap for Water Dance, but nct all of Water Dance ——
unfortunately, my house is not included in that. So

selfishly, I'm locking for some sound wall help.
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Just put that on record. It's a conversation
maybe for two or three years from now, but I'd rather, wvyou
know, put a stake in the ground now. Thanks.

GRANT ANDERSON: Thank you for that. We
actually —-- just so you know, we're getting together —- I
think it's getting set up at the end of August, to meet
with your group and the HCA there with our noise
specialist to try and flush that out, kind of converse —-

STEVE BAINBRIDGE: Yeah, my house. 4:30, the
28th of August.

GRANT ANDERSCN: OQkay. Good deal.

STEVE BAINBRIDGE: They can hear the noise.

GRANT ANDERSON: Who's next?

THOR GJELSTEEN: Martha Mackie.

MARTHA MACKIE: TI'm Martha Mackie. T don't
represent anybody except people who like to hike, but I
would like to say that moving the parking lot by what
seems like a small distance of a half a mile, is a mile on
a round-trip trip. It's a hot, open, barren walk from
there to the lake before you even get to the area where
you'd like to go hiking. 2And for a senior citizen like
me, it adds an hour to the trip.

It therefore means people with dogs can't just go
and enjoy the property because they've got that extra mile

to walk before they even get to it. And it means that,
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yes, you can bike it, but then you can't take your dog,
but you would have to go on a bike ride, lock your hike,
and then begin the walk if you want to walk.

The Peninsula is terribly important to all of us,
and everybody likes to hike ocut there. &And I don't think
they're golng to enjoy the hike from that recreaticon area
all the way out along the thing before they even get to
the waterside where the wviews are beautiful and the hike
is pleasant.

50 1t seems to me 1t ought to be possible to lead
the existing road to the parking lot and wind it and make
half of it a bike path and half of it a very limited
access to the parking lot for the few cars that go in and
out that way because cars share the bike path in Frisco.
That would not be an unheard-of situation. When you ride
through Frisco, all the homes along the bike path there
share it in order to get to their driveways. So I'm just
asking for some reconsideration of that because it really
does make a difference.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Next is Mary Parrott.

MARY PARROTT: T just have one question. Is it
still possible to really define ncoc-action as really no
action to the existing situation? TIs that completely
locked in stone, that four-lane widening?

GRANT ANDERSON: It's an interesting gquestion.
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50 I guess the questicn that I'm hearing is would we leave
it a two-lane facility from Swan Mountain Road to Frisco.

MARY PARRCTT: Yeah, could we go back? Is it too
late to go back and consider Jjust leaving i1t like it 137

GRANT ANDERSCN: I think it kind of defeats the
purpose of the need of a whole corridor, you know, loocking
at traffic projections that we would need a four-lane. So
=

MARY PARRCTT: Because I'm lcooking at, you know,
CEaEEiE g e

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Give her the mic.

MARY PARROTT: —-- traffic is zipping through the
four-lane thing and then coming to the first stop sign,
stoplight in Frisco, and really asking whether or not, you
know, this really will keep traffic flow to the interstate
at an optimum.

And secondly, even if we make it 35 miles an
hour, you know people, if it's a four-lane road, are going
to go faster than that. So for the safety, vyou know, that
is gained by eliminating that curve, I think vou're going
to have people speeding on a still icy road. And, you
know, I haven't been privy to all the original arguments
for widening it, but I'm just wondering is it too late to
still consider just going -- having an option just to

leave it the way it is?
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THOR GJELSTEEN: Thank vyou.

Phil Sanderman.

PHIL SANDERMAMN: Basically, I'11 repeat
Mr. Bainbridge's comments. I'm also a resident of Water
Dance --

THE COURT REPORTER: Excuse me. I can't hear
him.

KURT KOLLETH: Can you speak up?

PHIL SANDERMAN: TI'm also a resident of Water
Dance 1n the single—-family home section, and I've been
there for 12 vyvears and noticed traffic has at least
tripled in 12 years that what —-- noise levels have gone
up, and any improvements that we do would just increase
the speed of vehicles.

S0, you know, I'd ask that consideration be giwven
to extending the proposed noise barrier to include the
single—-family home section of Water Dance and to lower the
speed limit. There are times when I cannot exit sven with
the green light because cars are coming down that hill at
60, 70 miles an hour or more. And the nolse level, as
vehicles become larger and more and more sports utilities
on the road, have just increased astronomically.

So, you know, while I'm not opposed to the
realignment, I would ask that consideration be given to

lowering the speed limit and installation of noise
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barriers. I know that will be the subject of another
meeting in August. Thank vou.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Thank vyou.

Next is Sol Boutet.

THE CCURT REFORTER: Sol what?

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, Sol, just repeat your
name.

S0L BOUTET: My name is Sol Boutet, and I'm a
resident of Piney Acres, which is in between Dillon and
Dillon Valley. I live off of I-70 north of my place, so I
can sympathize with some of the comments that have come so
Eait

But T just wanted to say that I'm generally in
favor of the project. I think there's a few recreation
routing bugs that need to be ironed ocut or maybe modified,

but overall, T think it's a pretty good proposal.

T wanted to bring up this -- a water-quality
issue, and I'm sure it's being addressed. It has to do
with Dillon Dam. 40 percent of Dillon's water —- or

Denver's water comes from that reservoir, and here we have
an outside curve that -- what's the name of the curve —-
Leslie's Curve. And sooner or later, if we keep that
alignment, something’s going to tip over and spill into
the reservoir. So I'm in favor of getting that alignment,

that roadway away from the edge of the reservoir Just for
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water—-quality reasons. B2And so hazardous materials
transport, I don't know how much we have going on Highway
8, but I think it's just a good idea to get that road away
from the edge of the reservoir.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Thank you.

Laura Rossetter.

LAURA ROSSETTER: I just have a question, and if
you could provide some detail on what the location
alignment setup of the bike path will be during the two
years of construction or during the time period you're no

longer using the existing but won't be able to use the

future.

GRANT ANDERSCN: Yeah, it's —-- that's a really
good question. 5o with that being a recreation facility,
we have to maintain that use during construction. So

right now, 1t's locking like we would set some barrier on
the existing highway —-- I'm not sure which side yet —- and
then the bhike path would be moved to behind a barrier next
to the existing road so we could go bulld a new highway
where the existing path is.

50 that would last as long as it would take to
get traffic switched on to the new road, and then we could
do all our work on the existing highway to make it into
the final configuration of that new bike path. 5o we'll

maintain that connectivity the entire time. That bike
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path is a really important facility that we can't just
close, as I should have mentioned.

LAURA ROSSETTER: Grant, will it be at the
current width? Will you be able to maintain that width?
You know ——

GRANT ANDERSON: So the question is would it be
the same as the 12-foot now, or would we reduce the width.

Kurt, do you remember? Do we show a 10-foob or a
12-foot behind the barrier?

KURT MORSCHER: 1Z-foot.

GEANT ANDERSON: I think it was the current
width, veah.

KURT MORSCHER: EBut I think once we get into the

final design, as you all know, we have to work within the

existing road perimeter that's therse. So in scme areas it
opens up, and we can have the full 12-fcot. In some
areas, we may be reduced down to 10-foot. But we have

encugh width there to get live traffic, barrier, and then
the temporary condition of the trail.

GRANT ANDERSON: It's going to be tight for a
little while, but it will be a temporary condition.

THOR GJELSTEEN: ©Qkay. We're getting towards the
end of the list. Thad Noll is next, and anybody else who
would like to speak, come on back and sign in.

THE COURT REPORTER: Can he say his name?
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THAD NOLL: Good evening. I'm Thad Noll, I'm
with —— the assistant Summit County manager. Amazling
turnout tonight. I really want to thank evervbody for
coming because this is the kind of input that we'd hoped
to get and that CDOT needs in order to finalize the
desiqgn.

S0 as Grant said earlier, we came to CDOT with
this proposal knowing that the alignment that was approved
already was along the existing highway. And we really
felt that the recreation experience, the safety
experience, water quality and other things could be
significantly improved if we took a look at this new
alignment over in Iron Springs. So after a few years’
worth of work, CDOT's been working with a lot of the
stakeholders, the forest service, wildlife experts,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Continental Divide Land Trust
and others, really to come up with a good alternative, in
our mind.

We believe that the recreation experience along
the reservoir on the new —-- on the new bike path, rec
path, that will be ——- that is on the existing highway,
that will be one of the shining stars, I think, in our
whole system. Really with access to the water, with you
know, some pull-off areas where pecple can enjoy the views

over the reservolr, the safety improvements over the
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existing, lessened —- lessened wetland impacts. And we

really are committed to making this new bike path along

the reservoir seriously one of the great stars of Summit
County's already really great rec path system.

50 we're excited about this. We have committed
both property and maintenance dollars on some other things
in order to provide a match to help this -- to help this
project get completed. 2And the state transportation
commission saw the project and thought it was valuable
enough to provide the funding through the RAMP program
which is a partnership program that CDOT is doing.

50 we're excited about it. We will —-- we are
committed to working with CDOT and the Land Trust and the
forest service to really come up with a design that
everyone in this county is proud of in the end. We're
excited. We hope that you will be, and we -- we are
committed to really making this a great, great amenity to
Summit County. So thanks for the time, and thank you,
everybody, for coming tonight.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Next, we've got Robert Franken.

ROBERT FRANKEN: Thank yvou. I'm Robert Franken.
I live in Frisco. I just have one question, and then a
comment. What is the —— you sald there is another
project, alignment project, coming following this one, so

what is that project going to do?
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GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, so there was a little
misinformation. Some people thought this project would be
the last corridor project. In fact, we would have to
finish from the hospital access to Main Street Frisco to
complete the corridor. So there would ke, in that
project, three new traffic signals —-- cne at the hospital,
the Commons, and Maln Street ——- and then the noise walls
at Water Dance, the median, and then all of our water
quality of the four would be looked at.

ROBERT FRANKEN: So couldn't that be rolled into
the same project? I mean, 1s there benefit in doing that
rather than messing up our traffic one more time?

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, we've tried to break it
into segments, so most likely, yeah, that will be a
standalone challenge.

ROBERT FRANKEN: One of the questions that T
would ask —-- and this is as much for the town of Frisco as
it is for anything else —-- but especially as you put in
new stoplights, whether or not timing stoplights and then
listing that, you know, at 35 miles an hour, you could hit
every traffic light green. And —-- the City of Seattle did
it years and years and years ago on Highway 9%, and it was
incredibly successful. Everybody stayed right at the
speed limit because it was the way you avoided red lights.

50 that's one comment.
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The other cone is, I know -- I had & conversation
with someone about the underpasses for the bike lanes. 1Is
there going to be lighting or some way to put so that we
don't have people going from bright sunlight into a dark
space? S5So that would be my other comment.

GRANT ANDERSON: Thank vyvou. I think the signal
question is a good cne. I'm not a traffic engineer, so I
think we would lock at that for sure, how to, you know,
time our signals, especially on Summit Boulevard, once
that all gets finalized.

But the second question is definitely key. The
wildlife folks would like to not see artificial lighting
in those, so the goal is to make them really wide. I
think right now, we're locking at 16 feet wide, so it
would be 12 foot for the path and then a 4-foot kind of
buffer for wildlife or whatever. And the thought is these
are arched structures that are pretty wide, so natural
light should be getting through both ends. You know,
we'll be locking at that, but I understand your comment
about the tunnel effect. If we had a really small
crossing, it would be an issue.

THOR GJELSTEEN: James Ittner.

JAMES ITTNER: Yeah, I'm James Itthner from
Breckenridge, and I —— the best —- I've traveled Highway

82 to Aspen over the years, and especially —— at the time
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when they were just starting that project, now, that was,
according to some, the busiest two-lane highway in the
entire state. And a four-lane project over there seems to
be a success from the point of a traveler, of an
automobile traveler. But I think they faced the wvery
exact same problems that we face here —-- the wildlife,
recreational access, and private property and easements.

2nd T wonder if the success and the problems that
they had with that highway and all the things that we've
heard could be incorporated to our project here to make it
even more of a success.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Thank you. I'm down to the last
name, so if anybody else would like to come and sign up,
please do that.

George Resseguie.

GECORGE RESSEGUIE: I'm Gecrge Ressegule. I live
in Silverthorne, so I'm not affected by the nolse and all
that, things we've talked about. However, in Silverthorne
north, we have a very rich rancher who has taken a lot of
seffort to make overpasses for cars and underpasses for the
animals. And I think I heard vou mention -- vyou've got
this little thing on —— hopefully, vou'll work with
whoever's doing the work up there as much as you can to
get the animals across the four lanes instead of the two.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Thank you. More comments?
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KURT MORSHER: I just was going to ask a question
regarding —-

THE COURT REPORTER: What's your name?

THOR GJELSTEEN: Say your name, and go ahead.

KURT MORSHER: Kurt Morsher, Frisco, Colorado.
And —— well, my guestion was golng to be, although Leigh
went into a little bit of detail, my concerns were
regarding —-- well, one of the foremost —-- but it sounds
like this project is not going to impact the Iron Springs
fen i1tself. Until I was kind of cleared on that, I was
adamantly against that because it's a very critical area
for wildlife.

And although he mentioned, I was going to ask if
you could maykbe go into a little bit more detail about the
third -- besides the two bike path underpasses, which
should have a little bit of leeway for wildlife, she was
saying there might be a third natural depression or so
which is going to allow -- it's something height-wise and
everything that's going to —-

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, no, that's a great cne.

50 on the fen issue, absolutely, that's one of the reasons
why this proposed orient is better than widening on
existing because it really minimizes the impact on the
fen, so that's I think huge for people that understand the

difficulty in impacting fens.
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And then, ves, I don't know that we identified it
clearly in the boards, but there is a third crossing, kind
of midway, almost halfway.

KURT MORSHER: Yeah, that's the one.

GRANT ANDERSON: It's really a drainage. We'd
put a culvert in, typically. But after working with CPW,
forest service, fish and wildlife, all that, we're going
to put an arch in there as well, and most likely get a
similar size arch as the other two. And that would allow
for small game, prchably —-—- maybe elk, there's some
disagreement about elk, but at least in the area the small
animals that use that as a crossing.

KURT MORSHER: Well, but the elk 1s going to be
Sri e

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah.

KURT MORSHER: And they do use the Peninsula, and
there is going to be a tremendous impact to four-laning.

GRANT ANDERSON: We know we have to look at the
design to see how high we can get it. We know we can get
the width, but it's a gquestion on the height. But yeah,
that's a —— you know, ancother example where we think
there's more opportunity for wildlife to pass through this
four-lane than even it would be if you widen on the
existing, so yeah.

KURT MORSHER: Well, as long as I'm up here,
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though, then I'11 mention one or two other things that I
didn't mention on the comment card. I do have to support
Mrs. Mackie's assessment that with the new Dickey
recreation area parking, that is going to be quite a long
hike. I know I'm not as young as I used to be, my
1l-year-old lab is not, and this is nice to be able to get
down there. T do like the idea of having safer access up
at the light, but if there might be a way to integrate a
gravel road or some way that mavbe we could get a little
kit closer to the lake.

And my last thing, I do have to mention, I
realize change is inevitable to growth, but it sounds like
with all the lights and sound walls and such, it does kind
of sound like we're turning our little county into a
little Jersey.

THOR ZJELSTEEN: Would anyone else like to sign
up”?

BRIAN WILSON: Hi. My name is Brian Wilson. I'm
the resident at Antler House at Farmers Corner, so I'm
probably the most impacted resident of this whole project.
My family and I purchased it in 1977, and I'm not really
opposed to this plan, but what T would like to see happen
is my cabin picked up -- we have 2.14 acres —-- picked up
and taken to the far northeast end of our property and put

a driveway in from the water treatment plant to the cabin.
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COtherwise —- I know how fast people go, and where
my house is now —-- it's just a matter of time before 1 get
hit by -- gets run into by a semi or -- especially with

the way the road necks down now, for safety purposes and
sound purposes.

2nd also, I will have to come down to the
stoplight at Recreation Way to go over Swan Mountain to
Breckenridge. Thank you.

THOR GJELSTEEN: HNext. The other gentleman.

JOHN GAWF: I'm John Gawf. I'm in Water Dance.
I just have a question sbout, Grant, the grade because
I've been on that bike path. And it may be on the boards,
but I couldn't pick it up. Is it goling to go over the top
of that hill, o 45 it going to be cut 1nte the Hill
or —— sorry if it's somewhere in the display boards, but I
couldn't pick that up.

GRANT ANDERSOM: Just to clarify, you're talking
the grade on the highway; correct?

JOHN GAWF: Yeah.

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, it's interesting. Kurt
and T looked at it pretty closely because that was a
concern. The elevation closer to the hospital is much
higher, on the order of 100 --

KURT MORSHER: 100 feet -—-

GRANT ANDERSON: —- 100 feet higher than, say,
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where the Antler House is. So over that distance, we have
a pretty good general grade, like 1 percent, until we get
over to the big cut near the fen. And then I think we
held a 4 and a half?

KURT MORSHER: 4.

GRANT ANDERSCON: ©Or 4, down to the Antler House,
50 that's pretty gentle in ocur world. So, yveah, 1f it was
going to be 7 or 8, this thing probably wouldn't have
gotten so much traction. No pun intended.

JOHN GAWE: So you weren't going to have to move
much out of there, soil ocut of there, dirt?

GRANT ANDERSON: There's a pretty significant
cut, and you can kind of see it in the wvisual simulation,
Just as you get —-- you know, the dirt road coming down
from the old church camp? That section of hillside right
there gets a pretty significant cut, on the order of maybe
30 feet. But you know, we've committed to kind of
studyving, trying to blend those cuts in and not to scrape
where it cuts in, try and make it look slightly, as good
as we can.

JOHN GAWF: Thank you.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Anybody else like to sign up to
comment?

LATJRZ ROSSETTER: Iron Springs Road, which you

just briefly touched on, how are you going to connect
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that? That's a very important dirt recreational corridor
between Frisco and Farmers Corner. How are you golng to
connect it? And then during the two years' construction,
what are yvour plans for keeping —- allowing recreational
use to still go through there, because we have already
been impacted on our use by the logging. It's going to be
a pretty long time if that impact continues.

GRANT ANDERSON: We looked at it in fairly good
detail, and we think we can maintain that connection. It
Just won't be a direct connect to the highway anymore. So
it's also used as access for utility work on those
transmission wires, so we think, you know, there'll
probably still be a gate there. But mountain bikers
coming down will still be able to get around it like they
do today, but they'll just end up on the paved path
system, either go to the signal or whichever way you're
going. So we'll be able to maintain it.

LAUURA ROSSETTER: How are the admin wvehicles
going to get up to Iron Springs Road?

GRANT ANDERSON: They can get there from the
hospital on that end, but T think we can still allow —-
I'm guessing right now -- access to the bike path in some
capacity. So then they'll have to follow the bhike path to
where they can get back on the highway.

LAURA ROSS5ETTER: Thanks.
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THOR GJELSTEEN: Other folks like to comment?

RCBERT FRENKEN: I have one more guestion.
What's the cost difference between the two proposals?

THE CCOURT REPORTER: What's your name, sir?

ROBERT FRANKEN: Robert Franken.

THE COURT REPORTER: Thank vyou.

GRANT ANDERSON: I don't have hard numbers. In
general, we loocked at it, and we think they're pretty
close. Sc there's some tradeoffs for some really
expensive walls around the reservoir for some of these
structures and bigger moving activities. 5o we really
weren't basing it on costs, but we did run some numbers,
and we thought they were pretty similar costs with the
proposed alignment being just a little bit shorter but
having maybe some more earth work. And there's some
savings in working outside of traffic and that, so it kind
of balances out a little bit.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Anvbody else?

MARY PARROTT: Mary Parrott. So you think in
summary —-- could you summarize and say that what you think
the advantages of this project is over the really existing
thing right now? What will it help, actually, and what
will be the cost?

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, so, I guess —-- I think we

have a slide back here, the benefits of the proposed
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action.

MARY PARROTT: Yeah.

GRANT ANDERSON: Really, the top three for me are
lessened wetland impact, better opportunities for water
quality -—-

MARY PARROTT: I mean -- okay, to the present
day —-- the present-day situation.

GRANT ANDERSON: I guess I'm lost.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: The do-nothing option.

MARY PARRCTT: Yeah, more detail. What are the
main benefits of the new project compared to what today --
today, not doing anything? Could you summarize?

GRANT ARNDERSON: EReally, 1t would be a safer
section of the road if we do the proposed action versus
the no-action. T think, you know, safety's number one,
and then there’'s all these benefits. So —-

MARY PARROTT: Like what?

GRANT ANDERSON: Wetlands, water gquality,
wildlife —-

MARY PARROTT: Over today's?

GRANT ANDERSON: -- wildlife, permeability,
recreation lmprovements. There's a whole slew of them, so
we wouldn't get any of those with widening on the existing
alignment.

MARY PARROTT: No, I'm trying to compare it to -—-
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AUDIENCE MEMBER: She wants the two-lane highway.
GRANT ANDERSON: Oh, oh, I'm sorry.

MARY PARROTT: Is traffic going to move faster?

GRANT ANDERSON: If we didn't do a four-lane, is
what vou're saying?

MARY PARROTT: If we didn't do anything.

GRANT ANDERSON: Well, I think we continue to see
big backups on these holiday weekends.

MARY PARROTT: And yvou don't think we'll have the
backups once they hit the traffic lights?

GRANT ANDERSON: No, that's kind of getting to
the purpose of the project and the whole corridor to ke a
four-lane down to Breckenridge. There's just so much
traffic —=

MARY PARRCTT: I mean, on the way back though,
getting to the interstate, where we have the backups now.
You think this'll ke an improvement?

GRANT ANDERSON: I think, yeah. I mean —-

MARY PARROTT: To them getting to the interstate?

GRANT ANDERSON: Yeah, absolutely. We're adding
lanes, we're going to increase mobility.

MARY PARROTT: Well, we have four lanes now
through Frisco, but there're stoplights at every -- so

many feet, so these cars will still have to stop, right,
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unless we incorporate the through lane? Okay, so safety,
improved traffic flow —-

GRANT ANDERSON: Safety and mobility are really
behind the purpose and need of a four-lane for the whole
corridor.

MARY PARROTT: Okay.

THOR GJELSTEEN: Anybody else like to comment?

Okay. There's comment forms all arcund the
tables. Yeah, please fill out a form, drop it in the bho=x.
The Website is available for comments, and we'll be around
to answer questions.

Thanks wvery much.

(The hearing adjourned at 6:20 p.m.)
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STATE OF COLORADC )
S Ss REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

COUNTY OF DENVER )

I, SHAYMNA MOMNTGOMERY, do hereby certify
that I am a Certified Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public
within the state of Colorado.

I further certify that this meeting was
taken in shorthand by me at the time and place herein
set forth and was thereafter reduced to typewritten
form, and that the foregoing constitutes a true and
correct transcript.

I further certify that I am not related to,
employed by, nor counsel of any of the parties or
attorneys herein, nor otherwise interested in the
result of the within action.

In witness whereof, I have affixed my

signature this 5th day of August, 2014.

PATTERSON REPORTING & WVIDEOC
Shavna Montgomery
Certified Shorthand Reporter
and Notary Public

December 2014

B-70




State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment FONSI
Appendix B — EA Availability and Public Hearing Documentation

PUBLIC HEARING SIGN-IN SHEET

December 2014 B-71



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014 4:30 PM -6:30PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers

0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.

NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION City, ZIp CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

o Sbert B Framide

L/‘Ckbf/(ﬁ-’ /40 MEM A M

3 f%? &O% &0@55"}

g o/
« (FERRY (4T ffermrce

\S]

56l BOUTET

f‘\t‘a (Oﬁé

, Chade fecdes

s Vo hwive Napacn)

Page 1



Environmental Assessment

State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing

July 29, 2014 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Summit County Community and Senior Center
0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, CO

NAME
AFFILIATION

Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
(CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers
will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.

ADDRESS,
CITY, Zip CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

LU 5 = Sl
s Siomw, T Srs.

. /’Z/W/j/ S 0C her

T hee Tapper

12

-’L’fu{f/ 6% Va7, /j"

STEVE BANBRIDGE

1

TIM TEN /a5

15

S1owAxD CARVGE

Page 2



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers

0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.

NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION City, Zip CoDE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

17 6'](0\)@ ir:\)w(g, \U\\ea\f\ ‘

18 L oo 6(1'%"0
_John dJed i Gawt

i} Jeanny Jenkirs

Zj;)/f&/ / <t v Z?O&?LV L e

o Kok
Ken Blecnucn

Page 3



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014  4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION ~ City, ZiIr CoDE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS
(L\I\HJ\M«_,MW

25 5—-:"?’(\ LD)‘R\/ !Q‘%l/&‘

2;_%12\-&\\.\ b \fo(\ Lsand)

. JE#/W? (2R e
7@% Provorse.
Car| Seoliel &
o — e Mayhn

/A5 farttor
Y 2

Page 4




Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION CiTy, ZIP CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

/
34 M\qu c=dgr
%)

o B LE WA B

365’05/7/1/ JVER VSR

Ka\(ét/} M i’@/ {56&’1 i

/""|

\/ )8/7 é’/,///
el A Vg W

i (\2@537 YevsSeS el

Page 5



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014  4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION City, Zir CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

ToHN NIELSEN

41

L Gl T _\:—Cﬁ‘i‘)‘)@‘( N

42

43 ’KU‘(IT/ M/IO\SS d/\@f

vama I—btntr‘
44

/7'2}%/& /) MeFT

45

%, 7 [g ZYS O A

46 ool Dau\j;/a.ss

Cavolive M H\Jj I

47

Do Duwens

48

Page 6



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29,2014  4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION CiTy, ZIp CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

49 ZM‘D& @QO Ve ZSE

N

s\ Al Ollves

~
51 L Ry | )/) ACKEIE (f: /T’Z*#&Wh‘t /

Drana (oan.e .

s 7T U5
,54:@“’\ \@\')Q

o Joy) SpzCH LN

Page 7



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29,2014 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such arequest is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION CiTy, ZIP CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

57

58 ae®

59 oot

60

L

61

62

63

64

Page 8



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29,2014 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such arequest is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy's Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION CiTy, ZIP CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

65

% ae®

67 oot

68

L

69

70

71

72

Page 9



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014  4:30 PM —6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers
0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.
NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION City, Zir CODE PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS
K enrfer nenry
n CODLT
] Y. - 1 , 1
N
74 ’:}@M}/} , W‘% :

Wi Nrcsa
TGU s emwusern NN

77

78

79

80

Page 10



Environmental Assessment State Highway 9 Iron Springs Alignment, South of Frisco

Public Hearing Sign-in lists compiled at public meetings/hearing may be made available upon
July 29, 2014  4:30 PM - 6:30 PM request to outside parties in accordance with the Colorado Open Records Act
Summit County Community and Senior Center (CRS 24-72-101, et seq.), if such a request is made, addresses and phone numbers

0083 Nancy’s Place, Frisco, CO will be removed and only names and city of residence will be provided to others.

NAME ADDRESS,
AFFILIATION City, Zir CODE ; PHONE: E-MAIL ADDRESS

= oM Khloce
82 ‘Du:“‘\g \\/\CE \pe

(oLl (e om K s
el v\J\'VHflfo (DT

Cioq Lorcl

%g% i

=RT Jf\s’...}s

87 SGMle (D-.J!-JT“ NG NI & Db/f’?_

/ww’ SR PERMANS
88 ] TR

V4

Page 11



	Button1: 
	Button2: 
	Button3: 
	Button4: 
	Button5: 
	Button6: 
	Button7: 
	Button8: 
	Button9: 


