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Business
BUSINESS BRIEFS

NOTES

Store adds 
plus-sizes

Women’s clothing retailer 
Christopher & Banks recently 
announced the addition of 
plus-size clothing at its store 
at The Pueblo Mall. The store 
also plans a Spring Fashion 
Show on April 18.

“We are thrilled to bring 
our (‘Missy, Petite, Women’) 
concept to Pueblo. It allows 
women to find what is most 
flattering for their figure, 
regardless of size,” Christo-
pher & Banks chief executive 
LuAnn Via said in a statement. 

Mozart offers 
weekend dinners

The Mozart restaurant at 
1120 N. Main St. has reopened 
for weekend dinners from 4 
to 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
owner Paul Pachino said. The 
menu features the restaurant’s 
signature prime rib and a 
nightly special. The restaurant 
also continues to offer cater-
ing.

For more information or 
reservations, call 250-8098.

The restaurant had sus-
pended its daily restaurant 
service in August to focus on 
its catering business.

‘Money Smart’ 
events offered

Aventa Credit Union will 
host six financial literacy 
seminars in Pueblo this week 
in recognition of Money 
Smart Week.

The credit union will offer 
budgeting and identity theft 
seminars at several Pueblo 
City-County library branches 
and a budgeting seminar at 
Pueblo Community College. 
For event times, visit aventa.
com.

Fair housing 
seminar set

CANON CITY -- Central 
Colorado Housing will cel-
ebrate Fair Housing Month 
in April with a free public 
seminar on fair housing at 6 
p.m. April 29 at the Upper Ar-
kansas Area Council of Gov-
ernments building at 3224-A 
Independence Road in Canon 
City. The program will pro-
vide information on federal 
and state fair housing laws.

For more information, call 
269-7687 ext. 110.

Sunflower Bank 
aids Make-A-Wish

Sunflower Bank branches 
in Colorado will participate 
in the bank’s campaign to 
donate up to $50,000 for local 
Make-A-Wish organizations. 
Sunflower will donate 5 cents 
toward the goal for every 
swipe of a Sunflower Bank 
debit card through June 30, 
the bank said.

CALENDAR

Wednesday
 Latino Chamber “Brown 

Bag” seminar, noon, 215 S. 
Victoria Ave.

Thursday
 Pueblo Chamber “Busi-

ness After Hours,” 5 p.m., Po-
diatry Associates, 1513 Moore 
Ave.

Saturday
 Pueblo Chamber Legisla-

tive Breakfast, 8 a.m., conven-
tion center.

April 23
 Downtown Association, 

11:45 a.m., All Season’s Cater-
ing, 112 W. Second St.

April 24
 Latino Chamber luncheon, 

11:30 a.m., Colorado State Fair-
grounds

Business Brief items, includ-
ing information about promo-
tions and new employees, may 
be submitted to ddarrow@
chieftain.com. The deadline 
for publication in Sunday’s 
edition is 5 p.m. Tuesday. For 
more information, contact The 
Pueblo Chieftain business desk 
at 544-3520 x. 422.

Six years ago, Pueblo 
felt ignored after get-
ting little highway 
stimulus money follow-
ing the Great Reces-
sion. By this summer, 
the community may 
feel overwhelmed by all 
of the cone zones.

Major projects will be 
underway at four sites 
on Interstate 25 and 
U.S. 50 West/Colorado 
47.

The projects carry a 
combined price tag of 
about $103.5 million.

The projects:
 The $69 million 

replacement of the 
I-25/Ilex Street inter-
change and the long 
I-25 viaduct from City 
Center Drive to Ilex, set 
to launch in June.

 The recently 
started $13 million wid-
ening and improvement 
of eastbound U.S. 50 
West from Pueblo West 

to Wills Boulevard in 
Pueblo

 The $6.5 million 
repaving and upgrade 
of Colorado 47 from 
the interstate to Colo-
rado State University-
Pueblo, to include the 
summertime replace-
ment of the bridge deck 
at Colorado 47 and 
Bonforte Boulevard. 
The project started last 
week.

 The $15 million 
construction of an 
I-25 overpass bridge at 
Dillon Drive near the 
Pueblo Crossing Shop-
ping Center, begun in 
late February.

Also scheduled are a 
variety of smaller road 
improvements.

Meanwhile, the state 
Department of Trans-
portation confirms that 
it has identified avail-
able funding for the 
widening and improve-
ment of westbound U.S. 
50 West. Originally, that 
phase of the U.S. 50 

West widening proj-
ect was not expected 
to receive immediate 
funding.

Joe DeHeart, a 
resident engineer in the 
CDOT Pueblo office, 
said the timing of the 

projects are largely 
coincidental. The state 
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Cone zones to multiply
Four major highway projects to be underway by summer
BY DENNIS DARROW
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Construction crews perform infrastructure work last week in the area of the U.S. 
50 West widening project, one of four major highway construction projects that 
will be underway in Pueblo by summer. Highway officials urge motorists to reduce 
their speeds and show patience in the work zones.

SEE ZONES, 4F

INTERSTATE 25 RECONSTRUCTION

Ready to roll on I-25
State details projects, timeline for City Center Drive-Ilex phase

Say farewell to Ilex Street.  
The short road off of Santa Fe Avenue will 

cease to exist as a result of the project that 
bears its name, the Interstate 25-Ilex Street 
interchange and bridge replacement. The 
new interchange will begin a little to the 
north, at D Street. 

At the same time, say hello to the addition 
of a long acceleration lane on southbound 
Interstate 25 at City Center Drive — sure to 
bring relief to drivers whose nerves are shot 
using the existing short, steep ramp.

After years of study, state highway plan-
ners are revealing final design plans and 
construction timelines for the 30-month, 
$69 million project to rebuild the stretch of 
the interstate from City Center Drive to Ilex 
Street.

Construction is set to begin in June on 
the first phase in the state’s decades-long 
plan to reconstruct much of the interstate 
through Pueblo. City Center Drive is the 
former First Street.

On Wednesday, the state Department of 
Transportation and Flatiron, the Broom-
field-based contractor hired to de-
sign and build the improvements, 
will give a preview of the project 
at a public open house from 5 to 
7 p.m. at the Pueblo Convention 
Center.

Ahead of the open house, 
CDOT project manager Scott 
Dalton, other CDOT planners and 
Flatiron spokesman and assistant 
project manager Stephen Cordts 
discussed the latest design plans 
and construction timelines with 
The Pueblo Chieftain.

The improvements go beyond 
the main project area.

They include several bridge 
rehabilitations elsewhere on I-25 
and also the rehabilitation of the 
so-called Green Truss Bridge 
on Santa Fe Avenue that spans 
the Arkansas River south of the Ilex inter-
change, the group noted. 

The scope of the overall project largely is 

BY DENNIS DARROW
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN
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An artist’s drawing shows planned projects around D Street as part of the I-25/
Ilex project: the extension of D Street east of Santa Fe Avenue, the construction 
of a cul-de-sac at Clark Street and landscape improvements.

SEE ROLL, 4F
A map identifies the location of 

various projects to be completed 
as part of the Interstate 25/Ilex 

Street interchange and bridge 
replacement to start in June.

COURTESY IMAGE/FLATIRON
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RE/MAX 
of Pueblo’s 
agents of the 
month for 
March are 
Jim Valdez, 
first place; 
Rosalind 
Saucedo, 
second 
place; and 
The McEvoy Team, third 
place.

RE/MAX Pueblo West’s 
agents of the month for 
March are Jami Baker-
Orr, first place; Glenn 
Knutson, second place; 
and Kent Shelman, third 
place.

RE/MAX Associates’ 

Monday Pueblo Rotary Club No. 43   
   
Tuesday Colorado Connections Academy  
 Pueblo Urban Renewal Authority  
    
Wednesday Colorado Connections Academy  
 Bankruptcy hearings   
 Pueblo Chamber/Colorado Impact Fund 
 Colorado Dept. of Transportation  
    
Thursday Transportation Security Administration 
 St. Mary Corwin Medical Center  
    
Friday-April 19 Colorado Federation of Republican  Women

Friday Junior League of Pueblo Girls’ Night Out 
 Colorado State University-Pueblo   
    
Saturday Pueblo Chamber Legislative Breakfast 
 Private wedding reception   
 Minnequa Works Credit Union annual  
 banquet 

THIS WEEK AT THE CONVENTION CENTER
Today 4-H training

Monday-Tuesday 4-H  

Sat.-April 19 High school rodeo

THIS WEEK AT THE STATE FAIRGROUNDS

AGENT HONORS

Jim 
Valdez

Jami 
Baker-Orr

Kristy 
Chavez

Cheryl 
Hindsley

Jerry 
Burns

agents of the month 
for March are Kristy 
Chavez, first place; Brit-
tany Martinez, second 
place; and Raeann Her-
rick, third place.       

Berkshire Hathaway 
Platinum’s agents of 
the month for March 
are Cheryl Hindsley, 
first place; Cris Salerno, 

second place; Ammie 
Thomas, third place and 
lister; and Teena Dodson, 
highest gross closed.

Jerry Burns is 5 Star’s 
agent of the month for 
March.

Real estate agencies may 
submit agent honors to 
ddarrow@chieftain.com.

ZONES/from page 1F ______________ROLL/from page 1F _________________________________________________
unchanged from CDOT’s 
most recent plans, the 
group said.

Few traffic disruptions
Two northbound and 

two southbound lanes 
of I-25 will stay open 
throughout the project.

“Through construc-
tion phasing and very 
innovative approaches 
by Flatiron on how to 
build it they can phase it 
and keep those number 
of lanes open always,” 
CDOT resident engineer 
Joe DeHeart said.

Dalton offered more 
details.

“By shifting the align-
ment a little bit further to 
the east they are able to 
construct two lanes prior 
to doing anything on the 
existing interstate. Once 
that’s built, they can shift 
two lanes northbound 
onto it ... while leaving 
southbound in the same 
configuration it is now,” 
he said.

The construction of the 
new southbound lanes 
would follow.

Said DeHeart, “People’s 
fears shouldn’t be great 
because we are keeping 
two lanes open during 
the daytime, We might 
see a lane closure (pe-
riodically) at night but 
we never close down the 
interstate.

“We might see some 
(temporary) ramp 
closures. We could see 
some closures on Santa 
Fe around the work area 
but those would be just 
normal (intermittent) 
closures.”

Timeline
Cordts, of Flatiron, said 

a fleet of cranes, earth 
movers and other heavy 
equipment will come to 
the project area and, once 
the work starts, crews 
will go full tilt. In the 

main work area, “We will 
be building through 2017,” 
he said.

Flatiron’s project time-
line:

 Summer 2015 through 
summer 2016: Construc-
tion of the northbound 
I-25 lanes, starting with 
the Ilex street bridge 
section (to finish by the 
end of 2015) and then 
followed by the Gruma 
Street and railroad cross-
ing bridge sections (to 
finish by spring 2016.)

 Summer 2015 through 
2016: I-25 bridge reha-
bilitations starting with 
Mesa Avenue and North-
ern Avenue followed by 
Indiana Avenue (to start 
in the fall.) The rehabili-
tation of the Santa Fe Av-
enue “green truss bridge” 
over the Arkansas River 
will also take place dur-
ing this period.

 Summer 2016  
through 2017: Construc-
tion of the southbound 
lanes, starting with the 
Ilex Street bridge section 
(to finish by the end of 
2016) and then the Gruma 
Street and railroad cross-
ing bridge sections (to 
finish by summer 2017.)

Motorist safety
The projects will tick 

off a lot of other items 
on Pueblo and the state’s 
wish list for the area.

They include “soften-
ing” the dangerously 
sharp curve on I-25 near 
Ilex and using the whole 
project to add landscap-
ing and streetscaping 

improvements.  
“The ‘softening’ of the 

curve means that the 
radius of the curve will 
be increased, allowing 
for wider shoulders and 
increased design speed 
on that portion of I-25,” 
Dalton said.

“The existing condition 
does pose a higher risk to 
the traveling public. One 
of the goals of the project 
was to improve the safety 
of the curve, Flatiron’s 
design and construc-
tion will accomplish that 
goal.”

Improved motorist 
safety also is the motiva-
tion for the third south-
bound I-25 lane, which 
will run all the way from 
City Center Drive to the 
Ilex area. It will serve as 
a long acceleration lane 
for southbound drivers 
coming onto the inter-
state and a long decelera-
tion lane for those getting 
off in the Ilex area.

The current ramp is 
so short it often leads to 
abrupt starts and stops 
as motorists struggle to 
merge with oncoming 
I-25 traffic.

The streetscaping will 
include the addition of 
a section of noise wall 
southeast of the City 
Center Drive.

Street changes
As for Ilex Street, it 

will give way to an all-
new, short extension of 
D Street —  which is just 
north of Ilex — as a link 

to the new interchange 
and also the entryway 
into the Runyon Field 
Sports Complex.

Currently, D Street 
exists only on the west 
side of where it inter-
sects with Santa Fe 
Avenue in the area, ad-
jacent to a Sonic Drive-
In restaurant. The 
addition will extend D 
Street a short distance 
on the east side of Santa 
Fe Avenue. 

Meanwhile, Clark 
Street, a street that ends 
in the same intersection 
at Santa Fe as D Street, 
will be closed off at 
Santa Fe and converted 
into a cul-de-sac.
ddarrow@chieftain.com

prioritizes its highway 
projects based on need 
and funding availability, 
he said. As for the Dillon 
Drive overpass bridge, 
the city of Pueblo, a ma-
jor partner in the project, 
sought to start it as soon 
as funding and design 
work was finalized.

In an effort to keep mo-
torists on the move, all of 
the projects will proceed 
in such a way as to mini-
mize traffic disruptions, 
he said.

The I-25 work will be 
phased in such a way to 
maintain two lanes of 
both northbound and 
southbound traffic, he 
said.

This summer’s replace-
ment of the decking on 
the Bonforte Boulevard 
bridge at Colorado 47 
will result in the tempo-
rary closure of Bonforte 
Boulevard entrance into 
Colorado State Universi-
ty-Pueblo but the Colora-
do 47 ramp into Belmont 
will stay open, he said.

State highway officials 
urge motorists to reduce 
their speed and show 
patience as they travel 
through the construc-
tion cone zones or come 
across intermittent lane 
closures and detours, 
DeHeart said.

ddarrow@chieftain.com


