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• Focus of the workshop.

• What will the aesthetics guidance section 
address?

• Expected result from participants.

• Previous workshops and establishment of 
core values.

Introduction to the work session



May 29, 2009

I-70 Mountain Corridor, CSS Process

Aesthetic Design Guidance and the CSS Process

• Living web-based CSS guidance created with 
the working groups.

• Aesthetic guidance effort over the next 6 
months.

• Overview of what will be addressed.
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October 2008 Workshop
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Ideas Distilled from October Workshop

This is what we heard:

• When the entire I-70 Mountain corridor is 
considered, aesthetics apply throughout.

• It is an objective to unify and consistently 
manage to avoid piece meal design 
implementation over the next thirty years.

• Call out the special and unique character 
within the total corridor.

Entire Corridor Vision

Aesthetics, inspired by the surroundings, will protect scenic 
integrity and incorporate the context of place.  Timeless design 

continues the corridor‟s legacy.
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Aesthetic Design Principles

• Connect to the setting, harmonize with the 
surroundings and be a light touch on the 
land, subservient to the landscape.

• Reflect I-70 as a major regional and 
national transportation corridor.  
Celebrate crossing the Rocky Mountains 
with a high country experience.

• Respect urban, rural and natural settings.
• Draw upon and regenerate the context of 

place.
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Aesthetic Design Principles

• Aesthetic treatments shall:
 support safety and mobility.  “enjoy the 

journey without unexpected design.”
 Support communities and regional 

destinations by providing direct and 
subliminal messaging for gateways, 
connections, access and identification.

 Maintain a sense of the greater whole.
 Respect the current time and place.
 Integrate with functional elements.
 Borrow materials from the landscape.
 Showcase key views while buffering 

inconsistent views.



Glenwood Springs

Golden
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I-70 Mountain Corridor

Design Segments
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I-70 Mountain Corridor

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Landscape type, settlement pattern, 
cultural and visual characteristics define 
the segments.

Design Segments

Source: Soil Conservation Service
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Historic Settlement Patterns
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Historic Settlement Patterns
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Settlement Patterns
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Life Zones

Alpine

Montane

Foothills

Riparian

Subalpine

Plains
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I-70 Mountain Corridor

Design Segments
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Westslope Canyons and Plateau 

Design Segment
• From Glenwood Springs to Avon

Westslope Canyons and Plateau Design Segment

Design Segments
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Westslope Canyons Segment
• High desert plateaus and canyon.

• Colorado River.

• Traditionally settled as ranching.

• Long term communities.

• Arid landscape.

• Sagebrush and Pinyon/Juniper plant 
communities.

Westslope Canyons and Plateau Design Segment

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Westslope Canyons and Plateau Design Segment
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Design Segments

Westslope Canyons and Plateau Design Segment
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Design Segments

Westslope Canyons and Plateau Design Segment

Town of Gypsum
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Design Segments

Westslope Canyons and Plateau Design Segment

West of Town of Avon
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment

Beaver Creek
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Special segment within Glenwood Canyon
• A Four lane highway elevated on bridges and 

structures.

• Uniform design applied to highway.

• Recreational use integrated.

• Re-constructed landscape of rock, talus, and 
native plants.

Glenwood Canyon

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Glenwood Canyon
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Design Segments

Glenwood Canyon

Glenwood Canyon
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Crest of the Rocky Mountain Design Segment
 From Avon to Eisenhower/Johnson tunnel

Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment
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• Alpine character.

• Continental divide.

• Recreational focus and resources.

• Destination resort communities.

• Challenging mountain climate zone.

• Forested landscape.

• Natural mountainous landform.

• Manmade infrastructure scar the landscape.

Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment
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Recreation Focus

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment

Town of Vail
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment

Officers Gulch
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment

Eisenhower Tunnel
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Special segment within Vail Pass
• Designed to be reconstructed landscape.

• Variable cut-fill slope, rock ledge, and 
new planting.

• Distinctive color to structures.

• Roadway designed to Fit the landscape.

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Crest of the Rocky Mountains Design Segment

Vail Pass
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Mountain Mineral Belt design segment
 Eisenhower Tunnel to Floyd Hill

Mountain Mineral Belt Design Segment

Design Segments
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• High mountain and valley landscape.

• Historical towns and valleys.

• Settled during the westward expansion.

• Visual character of historic mining.

• Narrow stream corridor with much manmade 
encroachment.

• New purpose and uses in historic towns.

• Rich Victorian architectural heritage.

Mountain Mineral Belt Design Segment

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Mountain Mineral Belt Design Segment
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Design Segments

Mountain Mineral Belt Design Segment

Herman Gulch
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Design Segments

Mountain Mineral Belt Design Segment

Town of Georgetown
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Design Segments

Mountain Mineral Belt Design Segment

City of Idaho Springs
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Front Range Foothill Design Segment
 From Floyd Hill to Golden

Front Range Foothill Design Segment

Design Segments
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• Transition from prairie to mountains.

• plant communities consist of open grasslands 
and ponderosa pines.

• Metropolitan region character and 
residential and community development in 
rural setting.

• Urban Interface.

Front Range Foothill Design Segment

Design Segments
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Design Segments

Front Range Foothill Design Segment
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Design Segments

Front Range Foothill Design Segment

Picture Bridge
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Design Segments

Front Range Foothill Design Segment

Hogback
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Urban Design

Design Segment Guidance

Rock Cuts Stream CorridorBridges and 
Structures

Customize Guidance by Design Segment
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Aesthetic Process

Existing Conditions

Core Values

Design Principles

Design Segments

Context

Analysis

Strategies

Ideas

Concepts

Visualization

Tools

Completed project
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Design Segments Organize the Aesthetic Guidance Effort

1. Boundaries of design segments are the organization 
for working together rather than arbitrary political 
county lines.

2. Each design segment will have design character and 
guidance that reinforces the identity of the segment.

3. Distinctions will be a part of the design segments.

Design Segments
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design issues from participants and „hot spot‟ priorities

 Issues from October
• Stream corridors
• Grading of embankments
• Functional space next to existing towns
• Light on the landscape
• Limits of disturbed areas
• Functionally appropriate and safe
• Reclaim and restore existing damage

 Identification of Key Locations and Specific Issues
• Clear Creek riparian corridor
• Westbound from Eisenhower Tunnel to Silverthorne 

cut and fill
• idaho springs, georgetown, silver plume….
• Sound Protection in existing communities (i.e. Idaho 

Springs, Silverthorne, Vail)
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Working Group Input

Working group will participate in small 
groups/breakouts to provide input:

 Review of Corridor Team Workshop
• What was accomplished
• Products Developed

 Discuss Design Segments
 Discuss Key Locations and Specific Issues
 Logistics of working groups:

• Facilitators to assist the groups
• Recording information
• One Hour 45 Minutes

Working Group Input


