
STATE OF COLORADO 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Management Team 
Region 1 
18500 East Colfax 
Aurora, CO 80011 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Safety                  People                Respect                  Integrity                Customer Service                Excellence 

 

September 2, 2011 
 
Larry Svoboda 
Director, NEPA Program 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Larry: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Chris Schaeffer 
PFC Manager 
Federal Aviation Administration 
26805 E. 68th Ave., Ste 224 
Denver, CO 80249 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chris: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Bill Copley 
State Program Manager 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste 180 
Lakewood, CO 80228 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Bill: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Tim Carey 
Program Manager 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office 
9307 South Wadsworth Blvd. 
Littleton, CO 80128 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Tim: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Alison Michael 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
755 Parfet Street, Suite 361 
Lakewood, CO 80215 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Alison: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Carol Kruse 
Special Projects Coordinator 
U.S. Forest Service 
2150 Centre Ave., Bldg E 
Ft. Collins, CO 80526 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Carol: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Jim DiLeo 
NEPA Coordinator 
CDPHE-Air Pollution Control Division 
4800 Cherry Creek Drive South APCD ADM-B1 
Denver, CO 80246-1530 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Jim: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Thomas Remington 
Director, Divison of Wildlife 
Colorado Department of Parks and Wildlife 
6060 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80216 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Thomas: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Edward Nichols 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Colorado State Historic Preservation Office 
1560 Broadway, Ste. 400 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Edward: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Paul Frohardt 
Administrator 
CDPHE-Colorado Water Quality Control Commission 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, CO 80246 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Paul: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us


STATE OF COLORADO 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Management Team 
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September 2, 2011 
 
Steve Rudy 
Director, Transportation Planning 
Denver Regional Council of Governments 
1290 Broadway #700 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Steve: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us


STATE OF COLORADO 
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I-70 Mountain Corridor Management Team 
Region 1 
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September 2, 2011 
 
Michael Ramsey 
Regional Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration 
12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste 120 
Lakewood, CO 80228-2538 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Michael: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us


STATE OF COLORADO 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Management Team 
Region 1 
18500 East Colfax 
Aurora, CO 80011 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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September 2, 2011 
 
Dave Beckhouse 
Team Leader 
Federal Transit Administration 
12300 W. Dakota Ave., Ste 310 
Lakewood, CO 80228 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Dave: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Kevin French 
Director, Transportation and Engineering 
Jefferson County 
100 Jefferson County Prkwy 
Golden, CO 80419 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Kevin: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us
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September 2, 2011 
 
Rick Beck 
County Engineer 
Clear Creek County, Road and Bridge Department 
PO Box 362 
Dumont, CO 80436 
 
Re: Agency Scoping Meeting 
 Twin Tunnels Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Rick: 
 
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is proposing to make meaningful improvements to 
the I-70 Mountain Corridor.  We are initiating an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop and 
evaluate alternatives that address congestion and safety problems that occur in the Twin Tunnels area east 
of Idaho Springs. Our goal is to complete the Twin Tunnels EA in about a year and begin implementing 
improvements in the spring of 2013. 
 
The EA is a Tier 2 NEPA process that builds on the preferred alternative approved in the I-70 Mountain 
Corridor Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) Record of Decision (June 2011) and the 
recommendations of the “Tunnel Visioning” Design Workshop (March 2011). 
 
We would like to invite you to an agency scoping meeting for this EA.  The purpose of the meeting is to 
present information about the project, and to hear from you: 
 
 The important issues that should be analyzed in depth. 
 Any additional environmental review and consultation/regulatory requirements from your agency’s 

perspective. 
 
The agency meeting will be held: 
September 26, 2011 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
FHWA offices at 12300 West Dakota Avenue, Lakewood CO 80228 
 
Please respond to Loretta LaRiviere (720-286-5000 or loretta.lariviere@ch2m.com) if you plan to attend 
this meeting. If you are unable to attend, please send either a representative or a letter expressing your 
input on this EA to: 
 
Melinda Urban 
Federal Highway Administration 
12300 West Dakota Avenue 
Lakewood, CO.  80228 
melinda.urban@dot.gov 

 
 



Twin Tunnels Agency Scoping – page 2 

We have also initiated a Technical Team to discuss technical issues associated with the project as 
part of the I-70 Mountain Corridor Context Sensitive Solutions process. The role of the Technical 
Team for this project will include:  
 

• Assuring that local context is defined and integrated into the project 
• Recommending methodologies involving data collection, criteria, and analysis 
• Reviewing technical reports 
• Providing insight with respect to community and agency issues and regulations 
• Assisting in developing criteria 
• Assisting in evaluating, selecting, and refining alternatives 
• Coordinating and communicating with their agency 

 
The Technical Team would be a good opportunity for your agency to be involved throughout the EA 
process.  If you are interested in participating on the technical team or have any questions about the EA or 
the upcoming meeting, please contact Ben Acimovic at 303-512-5814 or 
Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us, or Mandy Whorton (303-886-6258 or mandy.whorton@ch2m 
.com. Our schedule is very aggressive. Please let me know if my team can do anything to facilitate 
your involvement in this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Bemelen 
I-70 Mountain Corridor Program Manager 
 
Copy:  Melinda Urban, FHWA 
 Project file, CH2M HILL
 

mailto:Benjamin.Acimovic@dot.state.co.us

