
Typical eastbound/uphill 
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Avalanche area closed for 
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MP 185-186
Heavy tows staged in 

high winter and summer 
traf�ic seasons

Drainage issues cause westbound 
pavement heave
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Sharp curves with signi�icant 
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Shading causes icing early 

and often
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I-70 at West Vail Pass
Average Daily Traf�ic = 22,000 vehicles/day (with 11% trucks)
Peak Day Traf�ic + 33,000 vehciles/day

Wild animal crashes
(Deer, May-August, Dawn-Dusk)

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 181-181.6

Concrete barrier/embankment crashes 
duing inclement road conditions

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 181.8-182

Rear end crashes due to 
speed differentials

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 182-182.7

Sideswipe same direction crashes due 
to speed differntials or losing control 

in adverse weather conditions

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 182.5-184

Concrete barrier crashes on 
bridges duing inclement road 

conditions (mostly westbound)

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 184-184.5

Concrete barrier/embankment 
crashes during inclement road 
conditions with inexperienced/

unfamiliar drivers (mostly westbound)

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 185.5-186.1

Sideswipe same direction 
crashes due to losing control in 

adverse weather conditions

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 187-187.5

Overturning crashes during 
inclement road conditions 

(mostly westbound)

Notable Crash Pattern
MP 188.6-189.1

To Vail and 
Grand Junction

To Copper Mountain
and Denver

Town of Vail
Eagle County

Sum
m

it County

Eagle County

Summit County
Eagle County

Vail

North Frontage Road

Big Horn Road

Columbine 
Drive

East Meadow Drive

191    

190    

189    

188   

187   

186    

185   

184  

183  

182   

181    

180   

179   

Ten Mile Canyon National Recreational Trail

Ten M
ile Canyon National Recreational Trail

Avalanche 
Path

Avalanche  Path

Project 
Area

Project 
Area

EXIT 180
East Vail

EXIT 190
Vail Pass 
Rest Area

MP 182.2 Lower
Emergency Truck Ramp

(used 2 times Oct. 2015-Dec. 2017)

MP 185.7 Upper 
Emergency Truck Ramp

(used 5 times Oct. 2016-Dec. 2017)

Typical eastbound/uphill 
breakdown areas

Avalanche area closed for 
clearing 3-4 times/year

MP 185.5-186.5
“The Narrows”

Sharp curves with signi�icant 
westbound/downhill grade
Shading causes icing early 

and often

MP 182.6
Eastbound chain-up 

station

MP 184.2
Eastbound chain-up 

station

MP 189.5
Eastbound and westbound 
emergency truck parking

I-70 at West Vail Pass
Average Daily Traf�ic = 22,000 vehicles/day (with 11% trucks)
Peak Day Traf�ic (July) = 33,000 vehicles/day
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turnaraound

Emergency/maintenance 
turnaraound
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•  LOSS IV
•  9% of crashes caused by trucks
•  Notable Crash Patterns
 - Embankments
 - Concrete barrier
 - Off-road
 - Overturning
 - Side swipe same direction

MP 186.5-191: Segment 4

•  LOSS IV
•  17% of crashes caused by trucks
•  Notable Crash Patterns
 - Embankments
 - Concrete barrier

MP 184.5-185.5: Segment 3

•  LOSS IV
•  15% of crashes caused by trucks
•  Notable Crash Patterns
 - Concrete barrier
 - Sideswipe same direction
 - Rear end

MP 182-184.5: Segment 2

•  LOSS III
•  11% of crashes caused by trucks
•  Notable Crash Patterns
 - Concrete barrier
 - Embankment
 - Wild animal

MP 179-182: Segment 1

I-70 Mainline Crash Distribution Type (2014-2016)

January 2018

Mainline Crash History 

Figure 1

Figure 1: I 70 Mainline Crash Distribution by Type

Figure 2

Figure 2: I 70 Mainline Fixed Object Crash Distribution by Type
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Mainline Crash History 

Figure 1

Figure 1: I 70 Mainline Crash Distribution by Type

Figure 2

Figure 2: I 70 Mainline Fixed Object Crash Distribution by Type
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Source: CDOT Safety Assessment Report I-70: MP 179.00-MP 191.00 (January 2018)

Crashes by Road Conditions (2014-2016)

January 2018

Figure 6

Figure 6: I 70 Mainline Crashes by Month

Figure 7

Figure 7: I 70 Mainline Crashes Road Condition
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Source: CDOT Safety Assessment Report I-70: MP 179.00-MP 191.00 (January 2018)

West Vail Pass Crashes by Mile Post (2014-2016)

Source: CDOT crash data
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Source: CDOT ATR 000119

Emergency Truck Ramp Use 2014-2017

Source: CDOT

West Vail Pass Closures due to Incidents 2014-2017

Year

2014

Number of 
Full Closures

Number of 
Partial Closures

Duration of 
Closures (hours)

2015

2016

2017

15

33

71

91

25

98

144

163

400.00

476.7

307.9

363.5

210 430 1548.1TOTAL

I-70 West Vail Pass Traffic and Safety Conditions
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