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SH 82 Grand Avenue Bridge
Environmental Assessment

Public Open House
August 22, 2012

5:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.
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Purpose of Tonight’s Public Open House
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Project Overview
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Existing Bridge Conditions

Geometric Deficiencies
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Key Public Events

June 6, 2012
Public Open House

 
 

November 15, 2011
Public Scoping Meeting

 
 
 

July 31, 2012
CDOT/DDA Joint Open House

 

June 25, 2012

Newspaper Ad
 

 

Alternative(s) for 
Environmental Assessment

FHWA

Recommendations 
on Alternatives 

PWG

REvaluation

PWG

Technical
Analyses

Technical Team

Public Review
and Input

Public

Initial Set
of Alternatives

Technical Team

Evaluation Process for Levels 1,2, and 3

E

1

2

1 2 3

April 14, 2012

Public Open House
 

 

 
 

August 22, 2012
Public Open House

 

3

Evaluation Levels

ALTERNATIVE(S)

LEVEL 1 SCREENING

LEVEL 2 SCREENING

LEVEL 3 SCREENING

QUALITATIVE
ANALYSIS

DETAILED 
ANALYSIS

ALIGNMENTS

WE ARE HERE

LEVEL 1
 - (fatal flaw) screening 

considers if the alignment 
meets the purpose and needs 

and if there are environmental 
or technical problems that can’t 

be overcome.

LEVEL 2
12 Alignments Screened

to 4 Alignments - screening 
further evaluates alignments in 

qualitative terms based on relevant 
differences between alignments. 

LEVEL 3
4 Alignments Screened

to 2 Alignments -screening 
takes the remaining alignments 

and evaluates them against each 
other in a quantitative fashion.

Alternatives Evaluation Process
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Criteria that Determined the Alternatives

Criteria How Evaluated/Measured
Preferences Based on Public Feedback

and Technical Analysis
Purpose & Need

Community

Technical

Design & Feasibility

Environmental
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Key Ideas Received from the Public That 
Have Shaped the Alternatives

7th Street Under the Bridge

Minimize Construction Impacts to Businesses

Historic Context

Pedestrian and Bicycle Connections

Improving Congestion
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Independent Peer Review
June 26-28, 2012

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities Since June 6 Public Open House
Level 3A Evaluation
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8th St.

7th St.

6th St.

Exit 116
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Alternative 1-A
New 4-lane Grand Ave. bridge on/near existing alignment

 Keep existing pedestrian bridge, 
no sidewalk north of railroad on 
new bridge

 No changes to existing 6th Street 
or the I-70 interchange area

4 traffic lanes on the bridge

LEGEND:

STOP
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Alternative 1-B
New 4-lane Grand Ave. bridge on/near existing alignment

 Remove existing pedestrian bridge 
to enhance new bridge aesthetics.

 Peds/bikes may be separated by a 
barrier or space. 

 No change to existing 6th Street or 
the I-70 interchange area

4 traffic lanes on the bridge +
a sidewalk separated with either barrier or space

8th St.

7th St.

6th St.

Exit 116
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Colorado River

LEGEND:

STOP
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Alternative 3-A (Intersection Option A)
SH 82 separated from 6th Street +

Single-lane roundabout for local traffic at 6th/Laurel

LEGEND:

STOP

(modified based on input received at 
June 6 Public Open House)

 River Road connected with 
right-turn only access to
SH 82

 Full acquisition of Shell 
station and former Dairy 
Creme

 See separate graphics for 
pedestrian and bicycle 
connections

STOP

STOP

STOP
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Alternative 3-D (Intersection Option D)
SH 82 separated from 6th Street +

“T” intersection to 6th/Pine for local access

LEGEND:

(new since June 6 Public Open House)

 Partial acquisition of Shell 
station (south side)

 Traffic signal at 6th/Laurel 
intersection

 Traffic signal at SH 82 and 
Pine Street

 River Road connected with 
right-turn only access to 
SH 82

 See separate graphics for 
pedestrian and bicycle 
connections

STOP
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Alternative 3-E (Intersection Option E)
SH 82 separated from 6th Street +

Traffic signal for local traffic at 6th/Laurel Street

LEGEND:

(new based on feedback from June 6 
Open House and coordination with busi-
nesses)

 River Road connected with 
right-turn only access to
SH 82 

 Full acquisition of Shell 
station and former Dairy 
Creme

 See separate graphics for 
pedestrian and bicycle 
connections

STOP STOP

STOP
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South Pedestrian Connection Options 
for Alternatives 1 and 3

 

 

14-20’ 10-20’

24-25’24-25’
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Pedestrian Bridge Options for Alternatives 1 and 3
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South Side Pedestrian Bridge Ramp Option 
for Alternatives 1 and 3

Plan View of Potential Ramp

Profile of Potential Ramp

Existing Ped Bridge Landing

Yellow = Grand Avenue 100” ROW

New Bridge Location

Existing Shelter 
Structure on 7th

New Stairs,
West Side

Existing Stairs 
Would be Removed

Ramp at 5%

7th Street
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View from Downtown
Alternative 1-A

Alternative 1-B

Alternative 3-A



SH 82
GRAND AVENUE BRIDGE

View from Hot Springs (Alternative 1)
Alternative 1-A

Alternative 1-B
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View from Hot Springs (Alternative 3)
Alternative 3-A

Alternative 3-D

Alternative 3-E
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Views from I-70 (Alternative 1)
Alternative 1-A

Alternative 1-B
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Views from I-70 (Alternative 3)
Alternative 3-A

Alternative 3-D

Alternative 3-E
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Views from 6th Street
Alternative 3-A

Alternative 3-D

Alternative 3-E
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Views from 7th Street (Alternative 1)
Alternative 1-A

Alternative 1-B
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Views from 7th Street (Alternative 3)
Alternative 3-A

Alternative 3-D

Alternative 3-E
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Connection to Existing 
West 6th Street

Proposed 12’ Multi-use Trail
for Bikes and Peds on or
Adjacent to Grand Ave. Bridge
 

Proposed Sidewalk and Bike Lane
Detach from Bridge Structure to Provide
Connection to Glenwood Hot Springs
and Glenwood Canyon Trailhead
 

Connection to Existing 
6th Street Sidewalk
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Sidewalk Connection to
I-70 Underpass to Two 
Rivers Park
 

Sidewalk Connectio tn to

Two Rivers Park

 

Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead

 

See Bridge
Options
 

OPTION 2

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 

I-70 Off Ramp 

Colorado River 
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Alternative 3-A Bicycle / Pedestrian Options
Connection to Existing 
West 6th Street

Proposed 12’ Multi-use Trail
for Bikes and Peds on or
Adjacent to Grand Ave. Bridge
 

Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead
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Two Rivers Park

 Connection to Existing
6th Street Sidewalk
 

Sidewalk Connection to
I-70 Underpass to Two 
Rivers Park
 

See Bridge
Options
 

OPTION 1

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 

I-70 Off Ramp 

Colorado River 
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Connection to Existing 
West 6th Street

Maintain or Reconstruct
Existing Pedestrian
Connection Across I-70.

Connection to Existing 
6th Street Sidewalk
 

Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead
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Sidewalk Connection to
I-70 Underpass to Two 
Rivers Park
 

Sidewalk Connection to

Two Rivers Park

 

See Ramp
Options
 

OPTION 3

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 

I-70 Off Ramp 

Colorado River 
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Connections Legend
 Crosswalk

Pedestrian

Bicycle Route

Shared Use Path (Bicycle/Pedestrian)

Connection to Existing Sidewalk or Trail

Urban Design Opportunities

* Note: Some Facilities Existing or Planned by City
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Detail

City’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan
Source: Glenwood Springs Bike & Trail Map
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Alternative 3-D Bicycle / Pedestrian Options

See Ramp
Options
 

Sidewalk Connection
to I-70 Underpass
to Two Rivers Park
 

Connection to Existing 
West 6th Street

Maintain Existing
Connection
to 6th Street
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Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead

 

Sidewalk
Connection
to 6th Street
 

Sidewalk Connnecnecttion

Two Rivers Park

 

Connect to Existing
Pedestrian Underpass

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 

I-70 Off Ramp 

Colorado River 
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Maintain or Reconstruct
Existing Pedestrian
Connection Across I-70.

Connections Legend
 Crosswalk

Pedestrian

Bicycle Route

Shared Use Path (Bicycle/Pedestrian)

Connection to Existing Sidewalk or Trail

Urban Design Opportunities

* Note: Some Facilities Existing or Planned by City
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City’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan
Source: Glenwood Springs Bike & Trail Map
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Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead

 

Two Rivers Park

 

OPTION 2
Connection to
Existing West
6th Street

Connection to Existing 
6th Street Sidewalk
 

Proposed 12’ Multi-use Trail
for Bikes and Peds on or
Adjacent to Grand Ave. Bridge
 

Maintain Existing
Connection
to 6th Street

Connection to
North Side
of 6th Street

Pi
ne

 S
t.

Sidewalk Connection to
I-70 Underpass to Two 
Rivers Park
 

Proposed Sidewalk and Bike Lane Detach
from Bridge Structure to Provide
Connection to Glenwood Hot Springs
and Glenwood Canyon Trailhead
 

See Bridge
Options
 

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 

I-70 Off Ramp 
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Alternative 3-E Bicycle / Pedestrian Options

Connection to Existing 
West 6th Street

Connection to Existing
6th Street Sidewalk
 

Proposed 12’ Multi-use Trail
for Bikes and Peds on or
Adjacent to Grand Ave. Bridge
 

Maintain Existing
Connection
to 6th Street

Connection to
North Side
of 6th Street
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Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead

 

Sidewalk Connection to
I-70 Underpass to Two 
Rivers Park
 

Sidewalk Connectiotion to

Two Rivers Park

 

See Bridge
Options
 

OPTION 1

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 
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Glenwood Canyon 
Trailhead

 

Two Rivers Park

 

See Bridge
Options
 

OPTION 3
Connection to
Existing West
6th Street

Connection to Existing 
6th Street Sidewalk
 

Maintain Existing
Connection
to 6th Street

Connection to
North Side
of 6th Street

Sidewalk Connection to
I-70 Underpass to Two 
Rivers Park
 

Maintain or Reconstruct
Existing Pedestrian
Connection Across I-70.

I-70 Westbound

 I-70 Eastbound

 

I-70 On Ramp 

I-70 Off Ramp 

Colorado River 

M
ap

le
 S

t.

Pi
ne

 S
t.

I-70 On Ramp

Co
lo

ra
do

 A
ve

.

7th St.

Gr
an

d 
Av

e.

6th St.
 

La
ur

el
 S

t.W. 6th St.

Connections Legend
 Crosswalk

Pedestrian

Bicycle Route

Shared Use Path (Bicycle/Pedestrian)

Connection to Existing Sidewalk or Trail

Urban Design Opportunities

* Note: Some Facilities Existing or Planned by City
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City’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan
Source: Glenwood Springs Bike & Trail Map
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Other Considerations

Alternative 1-A
 – Fewer right-of-way needs
 – Likely lowest cost
 – Keeps existing traffic patterns
 – Keeps existing pedestrian patterns

Alternative 1-B
 – Fewer right-of-way needs
 – Keeps existing traffic patterns
 – Likely lower cost
 – Provides better opportunity for bridge aesthetics

Alternative 3-A
 – Improved traffic flow near Exit 116
 – Best opportunity to improve 6th Street pedestrian connections from US 6 

hotels to pool and to downtown
 – Reduced construction impacts to traffic and businesses
 – Improved turning movements for through SH 82 traffic
 – SH 82 and US 6 traffic routed away from 6th Street businesses
 – Better long-term redevelopment opportunities for 6th Street area
 – Reduced effects to Hot Springs Pool (a historic property)
 – Roundabout at 6th and Laurel provides lower traffic delay than Alternative 

3-E
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Other Considerations 

Alternative 3-D
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Alternative 3-E
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We still need your feedback!
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Next Steps for the Project Team

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Schedule How You Can Keep Informed
 
 

 

 
 
 

Please Give Us Your Comments
 
 

  Joe Elsen, Program Engineer 
  Colorado Department of Transportation 
  202 Centennial St. 
  Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

 
  Joe Elsen 
  Fax: 970.947.5133

 
 

Tasks 2011 2012 2013 2014

Initiation & 
Feasibility

Alternatives

NEPA 
Documentation

Design

Construction Start
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Q.   Why doesn’t CDOT build a bypass or reroute SH 82 traffic away 
from the bridge?

A. A bypass would not solve the existing issues on the poor-rated 
bridge.

The purpose of this current project—and the dedicated funding it will receive—is to repair or replace 
this poor-rated bridge. Taking traffic off the bridge does nothing to fix the bridge.

The idea of a SH 82 bypass in Glenwood Springs, or rerouting SH 82 traffic from Grand Avenue, has 
been talked about for years. A bypass would divert so-called ‘through’ traffic away from the Grand 
Avenue Bridge—and downtown Grand Avenue. Regardless of whether a bypass or alternate route 
is constructed in the future, though, the Grand Avenue Bridge—both a vital link and a gateway—
requires replacement or repair.

CDOT initiated the SH 82 Grand Avenue Bridge project after funding was allocated from the Colorado 
Bridge Enterprise to specifically fix the problems with the bridge that led to its “poor” rating. 
Therefore, the purpose and scope of this particular project is limited to identifying the best solution 
to provide a safe, secure, and effective connection from downtown Glenwood Springs and SH 82 
across the Colorado River and I-70 to the historic Glenwood Hot Springs area and I-70.

The ultimate solution to fix the bridge, either by repair or replacement, will not preclude development 
of a bypass or alternate route option in the future. CDOT is supportive of, and has participated in, 
exploring ways to include SH 82 improvements or relocation as part of the local community’s long-
range plans, and looks forward to working with the City to address mobility improvements and 
incorporate them into the Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP).

As further background into the bypass project, A bypass or relocation of SH 82 project has been 
most recently studied in the SH 82 Corridor Optimization Plan (COP).  This is a separate project 
from the SH 82, Grand Avenue Bridge Replacement project, which is funded with Colorado Bridge 
Enterprise money.  CDOT and the City have worked together on the SH 82 COP, which is focused on 
SH 82 mobility and has looked into alternatives such as a bypass or relocation of SH 82.  The future 
steps on that project will require an Environmental Impact Study or an Environmental Assessment, 
and a separate public process.

Along those lines, the City of Glenwood Springs has a recently adopted a Comprehensive Plan that 
includes the following language:

“Continue Planning for a Relocated Route for SH 82”

 “Work with CDOT on the Replacement of the Grand Avenue Bridge”
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Thank You
for Attending the

Public Open House


