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After circulation of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and consideration of the 

comments received, the Federal Highway Administration intends to issue a combined Final 

EIS/Record of Decision (ROD) document unless statutory criteria or practicability 

considerations preclude issuance of the combined document. 

The Federal Highway Administration may publish a notice in the Federal Register, pursuant to 

23 United States Code (USC) Section 139(l), when the ROD is approved. If such notice is 

published, a claim arising under federal law seeking judicial review of a permit, license, or 

approval issued by a federal agency for a highway or public transportation capital project 

shall be barred unless it is filed within 150 days after publication of a notice in the Federal 

Register announcing that the permit, license, or approval is final pursuant to the law under 

which judicial review is allowed. If no notice is published, then the periods of time that 

otherwise are provided by the federal laws governing such claims will apply.



 

 

Abstract 

This Interstate 270 (I-270) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) documents the 

anticipated effects associated with transportation improvements planned along the I-270 

corridor between Interstate 25 (I-25) and Interstate 70 (I-70). 

The purpose of the I-270 Corridor Improvements Project is to implement transportation 

solutions that modernize the I-270 Corridor to accommodate existing and forecasted 

transportation demands. The project needs are: 

• Traveler safety on the corridor 

• Travel time and reliability on the corridor 

• Transit on the corridor 

• Bicycle and pedestrian connectivity across I-270 

• Freight operations on the corridor 

In addition to addressing project needs, the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and Cooperating and Participating Agencies have 

established a key project goal: to minimize environmental and community impacts resulting 

from the project. 

The alternatives carried forward for detailed analysis in this Draft EIS include: 

• No Action Alternative 

• Three General-Purpose Lanes Alternative 

• Two General-Purpose Lanes and One Express Lane that Accommodates Transit Alternative 

The preliminarily identified Preferred Alternative is the Two General-Purpose Lanes and One 

Express Lane that Accommodates Transit Alternative. 

Any permanent and temporary impacts of the alternatives are identified in a broad range of 

categories, including traffic; air quality; noise; biological resources; wetland and aquatic 

resources; water quality; floodplains; land use and right of way; social and economic 

conditions; hazardous materials; soils and geologic resources; historic properties and Section 

4(f); paleontological resources; recreational, Section 4(f) non-historic, and Section 6(f) 

resources; visual resources; and utilities. Mitigation measures are identified to address 

resource impacts. 

Visit the project website at https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/i270study for an 

electronic version of the Draft EIS and attachments, including technical reports. The project 

website lists locations where hard copies of the Draft EIS and associated materials are 

available for public review. Information on dates, times, and locations of public meetings that 

will be held during the public review period are also included on the project website.  

https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/i270study


 

 

For additional information concerning this document, contact: 

Bill Schiebel, P.E. 

Federal Highway Administration 

12300 West Dakota Avenue, Suite 180 

Lakewood, CO 80228 

720-963-3032 

David Merenich, P.E. 

Colorado Department of Transportation 

4670 Holly Street 

Denver, CO 80216 

720-933-5755 

The Executive Summary for the Draft EIS is also provided in Spanish and is available on the 

project website, https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/i270study. For additional Spanish 

assistance, please call 303-512-4270. 

El Resumen Ejecutivo del Borrador del EIS también se proporciona en español y está 

disponible en el sitio web del proyecto, https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/i270study. 

Para obtener ayuda adicional en español, llame al 303-512-4270. 

CDOT is dedicated to providing an accessible experience for everyone. While we are 

continuously improving our standards, some complex items in this document, such as certain 

figures and images, are difficult to create with fully accessible parameters to all users. If you 

need help understanding any part of this document, we are here to assist and have resources 

to provide additional accessibility assistance to any requests. Please email us at 

CDOT_Accessibility@state.co.us to request an accommodation, and a member of our I-270 

Engineering Program will schedule a time to review the content with you. To learn more 

about accessibility at CDOT, please visit the Accessibility at CDOT webpage on the CDOT 

Website.

https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/i270study
https://www.codot.gov/projects/studies/i270study
mailto:CDOT_Accessibility@state.co.us
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.codot.gov/topcontent/accessibility__;!!OepYZ6Q!6qr9izlGP5vMGdPil1Jmg41LOsxfO-YO0IN9dPtglB9_RoZtFcrJaHWycuUs8e6kZoGAw-LdFOzdef3uQQ0SGUK0vVKPTqXSkg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.codot.gov/topcontent/accessibility__;!!OepYZ6Q!6qr9izlGP5vMGdPil1Jmg41LOsxfO-YO0IN9dPtglB9_RoZtFcrJaHWycuUs8e6kZoGAw-LdFOzdef3uQQ0SGUK0vVKPTqXSkg$
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DOLA Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
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E. coli Escherichia coli 
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EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

EO Executive Order 

EPA US Environmental Protection Agency 
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LBP lead-based paint 

Leq equivalent noise level 

Leq(h) hourly equivalent noise level 
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LWCF Land and Water Conservation Fund 

MESA Modified Environmental Site Assessment 

MHFD Mile High Flood District 

MMP Materials Management Plan 

MOVES Motor Vehicle Emissions Simulator 

mph miles per hour 

MS4 municipal separate storm sewer system 

MSAT Mobile Source Air Toxic 

MVRTP Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan 

NAAG CDOT’s Noise Abatement and Analysis Guidelines 

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

NAC Noise Abatement Criteria 

National Register National Register of Historic Places 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NFIP National Flood Insurance Program 

NOx nitrogen oxide 
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NPL National Priorities List 

NPS National Park Service 
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OAHP Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 

OHWM Ordinary High Water Mark 
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OTIS CDOT Online Transportation Information System 
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p.m. afternoon 

PCB polychlorinated biphenyl 

PFAS per- and polyfluoroalkyl substance 
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PM particulate matter 

PM2.5 
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PM10 
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ppb parts per billion 

project I-270 Corridor Improvements Project 

PUD planned unit development 
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PWQ permanent water quality 

RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

ROD Record of Decision 

ROW Right of way 

RTD Regional Transportation District 

RTP Regional Transportation Plan 

SB Senate Bill 

SCRGP Sand Creek Regional Greenway Partnership 

SGPI Shortgrass Prairie Initiative 

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 

SIP statewide implementation plan 

SO2 sulfur dioxide 

STRAHNET Strategic Highway Network 

Suncor Suncor Energy USA 

SVOC semi-volatile organic compound 

SWMP Stormwater Management Plan 

TIP Transportation Improvement Program 

TMDL total maximum daily load 

TNM Traffic Noise Model 

μg/m3 micrograms per cubic meter 

ULTO Ute Ladies’-tresses Orchid 

UPRR Union Pacific Railroad 

US United States 

US 6 United States Highway 6 

US 36 United States Highway 36 

USACE US Army Corps of Engineers 

USC United States Code 

USDOT US Department of Transportation 

USFWS US Fish and Wildlife Service 

VOC volatile organic compound 

WB Westbound 

WOTUS waters of the U.S. 

WQCD CDPHE – Water Quality Control Division 
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