What’s next?
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Envision 24 West

The greenway planning process will continue through June 2007. This
will include two more public meetings on March 22nd and May 17th.

Later this year PPACG will release their 2035 traffic projections. At
that time the Midland Expressway will be analyzed with the new
numbers to ensure that the current recommendations will meet LOS
requirements in 2035.
The next US 24 West public meeting will likely be held in fall 2007 at
which time the Recommended Alternative will be shown, including
specific recommendations at each intersection/interchange.

What prompted
the study of US 24?

It is anticipated that the draft EA will be
completed in summer 2008.
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After public comment on the
draft EA, a decision document
is anticipated in early 2009.

For more information about the US 24 West project go to:
www.us24west.com
Contact Us
Phone: 719-477-4970
Mail:
19 S. Tejon Street, Suite 500, Colorado Springs, CO 80903
E-mail: us24winfo@wilsonco.com
Project Web site: www.us24west.com
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Purpose
and Need
The nine critical issues
formed the project’s
Purpose and Need
Statement, the foundation
for why the project is being
proposed by the Federal
Highway Administration
(FHWA) and CDOT, and
will shape the project
solutions. The purpose of
the US 24 West project is to
improve regional and local
mobility for current and
projected demands for all
modes of travel between the
present day and 2035, and
to reconstruct roadways and
bridges to meet current
design guidelines and safety
standards. The need for the
project is to relieve traffic
congestion, which is
forecasted to worsen
markedly between today
and 2035.

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG) — consisting of
representatives from various local governments — identified US 24 from
I-25 west as a major corridor with present and future traffic congestion,
further, US 24 is included in the regional congestion management system.
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) was asked to study
short- and long-term strategies to address capacity and safety. CDOT and
its consultant team began studying the corridor in 2004, with the first
public meeting held in November 2004. The final result will be a plan and
Environmental Assessment (EA) of the corridor.

Where have we been?
The US 24 West planning process kicked off with the November 2004
public meeting where citizens were asked to help identify the critical
issues along the corridor. Participants at that public meeting, and local
government leaders, identified numerous issues that were then
consolidated into nine critical issues for US 24 West.

The Nine Critical Issues Are:
1. Needs of multiple users who have multiple objectives.
2. Corridor aesthetics.
3. Corridor’s context and setting including the adjacent
neighborhoods and surrounding businesses.
4. Economic viability.
5. Surrounding natural and human environment.
6. Safety, accessibility and mobility.
7. US 24 is a destination and a connector to gateways with
other destinations.
8. Coordinated implementation.
9. Effective and fundable solution

A community vision for the
corridor was developed using
this input from stakeholders,
who have endorsed the
following vision statement:

Where are we in
the process?
CDOT and the consultant team are
currently evaluating design options at
the intersections and interchanges for
the Midland Expressway. The
evaluation is based on the critical
issues and includes opportunities for
non-motorized travel, projected
mobility improvements, and the
potential impacts to the surrounding
environment. The best design options
provide the most improvements with
the fewest impacts.

“Our Vision for US 24 West
improvement will integrate into
the community fabric, while
providing safety, accessibility
and mobility.
The plan must…
• begin with the existing conditions
and current plans for the corridor
• recognize the distinct character of
segments along the corridor
• address the needs of the multiple
users of multiple modes
• enhance the corridor aesthetics
• provide access to destinations and
gateways
The US 24 improvements must…
• protect and enhance
neighborhoods and cultural
resources
• support economic vitality in the
adjacent areas
• avoid and minimize adverse
impacts to the natural and human
environments
• provide way-finding systems that
guide users and that identify the
US 24 corridor
Meaningful stakeholder involvement
in the US 24 process, as measured by
the stakeholders, is necessary to gain
endorsement of the improvements
and support for coordinated
implementation.”

Systems at Work in the Corridor
Using the vision and critical issues as direction
the US 24 solutions were developed following
this process:
The second public meeting resulted in 360 different ideas on how to reach
the vision. Those ideas were evaluated against the critical issues to
eliminate ideas that had fatal flaws. From the input received it was clear
that a large percentage of participants wanted something done along the
corridor to improve mobility, access and safety.
Those ideas were then grouped into seven potential solutions, which were
then analyzed against the critical issues and presented to the public for
comment and discussion.
Using the analyses of the potential solutions, CDOT and the consultant
team developed three alternatives — the Midland Expressway, the US 24
Freeway and the required “no-build” alternative — which were then
presented to the public for comment.

The input from stakeholders based on their review
of the analysis of the three alternatives showed
stronger support for the Midland Expressway,
which became the preferred alternative.
The Midland Expressway improves the Level of Service (LOS) along the
corridor by adding lanes, incorporating grade separated interchanges,
and improving cross streets and connections with surrounding
neighborhoods. Furthermore, the expressway alternative incorporates
trail connections, transit improvements, floodplain and water quality
enhancements.
The Midland Expressway is
• preferred for its compatibility with the context of the Westside.
• provides the most accessibility at key points on the corridor.
• provides an appropriate balance between the local and regional users.
• satisfies all critical issues.
Altogether there have been nine public meetings, in addition to
numerous meetings with government and citizen stakeholders, including
property owners along the corridor.

There are many systems at work in the
corridor, including the roads, the
trails, the bus routes, the creek, shops,
restaurants, parks and open space.
These systems are and must remain
interconnected, so a solution for US
24 must integrate with
recommendations that help improve
water quality, solve flooding, connect
trails and improve access to local
businesses.
This integrated approach led to the
recommended alternative and has also
brought forth the idea of a greenway
along the Fountain Creek/Midland
Trail corridor. Greenways are typically
defined as a stretch of land close to an
urban area that are kept for
community use. In this instance, it
could include trails, natural water
quality treatments, trees, fountains,
places to play and areas to discover. It
will also be designed to carry a
100-year flood so surrounding homes
and businesses will not be damaged.
The greenway planning process
includes meetings with an advisory
committee, plus public meetings to
gather the community’s ideas for the
greenway. The final greenway master
plan is expected in June 2007.

