[image: image1.jpg]O
3/

SEAT

WWW . COTEENDRIVER.COM



Teen facts for students to use to develop stories for school papers or teen         newsletters Word document is on the enclosed CD

                    TEEN DRIVING FACT SHEET

2009 WINTER EDITION

New License = Life Threatening

· 16-year-old drivers have higher crash rates than any other age group.
· 16-year-olds are nearly three times more likely to be involved in a fatal crash than the average of all drivers. 

· In Colorado, 43 people, ages 16-20, died in traffic crashes in 2007.

Driven to Distraction

· Distracted drivers cause one in every six crashes.
· In Colorado, 66% of teens admitted to texting while driving (in a survey by AAA Colorado).

· A teen driver with just one passenger doubles the risk of a fatal crash.  Three or more passengers quadruple the risk.

Make It Click

· Of the 43 people who died in Colorado, 27 of them or 63% were not wearing a seat belt.

· A 2007 study by the National Traffic and Safety Administration (NHTSA) shows that seat-belt use continues to be lower for young people ages 16-24 than any other age category.

· In Colorado, only 79% of teenagers buckle up.

· For passengers in the front seat, a seat belt reduces their chance of injury by 50%.

GDL Laws

· Colorado’s Graduated Drivers Licensing (GDL) laws were created to lower these statistics and reduce the perilous driving habits of teens.

· The laws range from restricting how many passengers you can have to stricter penalties for not buckling up. GDL law states all drivers under 18 and their passengers are required to wear a seat belt.

· Colorado’s teen driving law prohibits passengers under age 21 for the first six months that a teen has a restricted license.  And then only one passenger under 21 is allowed until you’ve had a license for one year.

· The laws are there to protect you, your passengers and every person on the road.

Winter Driving Advice

· Always keep close to a full tank of gas. It can give you better traction and gives you a bigger margin of error if you get stuck and have to keep the engine running periodically to keep warm.
· Remember that 4-wheel drive does not mean 4-wheel stop. A 4-wheel drive vehicle will not stop any better in icy conditions.
· In poor visibility or even whiteout conditions, don't drive fast. High speeds in poor or no visibility can lead to large chain-reaction crashes.
· Avoid passing snowplows or sanding trucks. The road in front of them is probably worse.
· Allow more time to get where you’re going, so you can drive according to the conditions.

