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TEEN ARTICLE – for teen news articles, school newspapers and newsletters
Perception vs. Reality

Tragically we’ve all read the news stories about teens being killed while driving drunk. In the U.S. alone, alcohol kills more youth than all illegal drugs combined.  In Colorado in 2006, 25 people were killed in crashes involving a teen driver who was under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Perception: 

It seems like each week we hear stories about the fatal consequences of teens drinking, driving and sadly, killing themselves and/or their passengers -- stories like the three teens who, after drinking, drove their car in excess of 100 mph through their neighborhood. All three were killed, including the driver. Just recently, a former Fairview High School student violated his parole because of alcohol.  When he was 17, he drove drunk at 70 mph down a street and crashed into a tree, killing his passenger. After pleading guilty to vehicular homicide, he was sentenced to community service, weekly drug testing and alcohol-treatment classes. He was given numerous chances to sober up and straighten out, but nothing changed. He ended up back in court and sentenced to four years in jail.

Reality: 

But while it may seem like these stories happen all of the time, many teen drivers are making responsible choices not to drink and to never ride with drivers who are under the influence. You are not alone. According to a recent survey of Colorado teens*,

· More than 80% of teens support keeping the drinking age at 21, or even raising it! 

· Over the last 30 days, 72% of Colorado teens in grades 9-12 said they had not ridden in a vehicle driven by a driver who had been drinking.

· Most Colorado 9th-12th graders (82%) said that they had not driven after drinking alcohol in the past 30 days.
* Data provided from 9,166 high school students from 120 schools, year 2006-2007 Healthy Kids Colorado Survey.
No doubt, drinking and driving kills. And it devastates families. We should never forget the tragic consequences of drinking and driving. If you are under 21, you know it is illegal for you to possess or drink alcohol. Colorado has a zero tolerance policy for underage drinking. 
Here are some “sobering” statistics that you should know too:

· Alcohol affects your brain. Drinking alcohol leads to a loss of coordination, poor judgment, slowed reflexes, distorted vision, memory lapses and even blackouts.

· Alcohol can kill you. Drinking large amounts of alcohol, at one time or very rapidly, can cause alcohol poisoning, which can lead to coma or even death. Driving and drinking is also deadly.
· Alcohol can hurt you--even if you're not the one drinking. If you're around people who are drinking, you have an increased risk of being seriously injured, involved in car crashes or affected by violence. At the very least, you may have to deal with people who are sick, out of control or unable to take care of themselves.

· Know the law. It is illegal to buy or possess alcohol if you are under age 21.  And anyone who supplies it to you is also breaking the law.
· Minors in possession of alcohol automatically lose their driver’s license, face steep fines and may face alcohol-treatment classes and even jail.
· Stay informed. There are many resources for new teen drivers. Check out www.coteendriver.com for details on impaired and distracted driving, as well as information regarding Colorado’s teen driving laws.

