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TAKE IT SLOW



                Teen Editorial - Winter Driving- for school papers or teen newsletters

                Word document is on the enclosed CD

The 411 on Avoiding 911 This Winter

With the threat of black ice, hydroplaning and whiteout conditions looming, even the most experienced drivers can be caught off guard. You may be new at driving, but there are ways to avoid a crash this winter.

Always Check Your Car Vitals:

Before you even leave the house, there are ways to be prepared. Make sure you always have an ice scraper on hand. Check and see if you have good snow tires and chains in case of extreme road conditions.
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Ice and Snow…Take it Slow:

When you’re driving, keep in mind that you should maintain more distance between you and the car in front of you. This will leave a buffer in case you skid on the ice. You should ease on your brakes to avoid locking them. Leave your lights on at all times; that way you’re more visible to other cars. Be careful on bridges and overpasses because they freeze first.

U TXT & DRV UR @ GR8 Risk:

It’s more important than ever to focus completely on your driving and let that text or call wait until you get safely to your destination. Distractions while driving and risky driving habits are two of the leading causes of crashes and injury on dry roads, not to mention when they’re covered in snow and ice.  Avoid other distractions such as loud music, eating and multiple passengers while driving.

Slow Down & Buckle Up:

Protect your life and the lives of your passengers. Enforce the fact that everyone needs to be buckled up. It’s the law and can mean the difference between life and death. Brandon Cash of Colorado Springs knows this first hand. He will never forget the last moments he spent holding his girlfriend after she was ejected from his car that crashed while he was speeding. 

“Cars were going by and I didn’t know what to do, so I drug her close to the curb where nobody could hit her,” Cash said. At the police station, he was told his girlfriend had passed away, and he would be facing a series of additional criminal charges.  “Had she been wearing her seat belt, she would still be here.”

Remember:

You hold the wheel. You hold lives in your hands. Be safe this winter. Don’t wait until it’s too late to start practicing safe driving behavior. 

For more information about Colorado’s laws for teen drivers, driving distractions, winter driving tips and safe driving habits, visit www.coteendriver.com.
“Had she been wearing her seat belt, she would still be here.”
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