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Teen facts for students to use to develop stories for school papers or teen newsletters 

TEEN DRIVING FACT SHEET

FALL EDITION

General

· One in every eight traffic deaths in Colorado in 2006 was a teen driver or 

passenger.

· Sixteen-year-old drivers have the highest crash involvement rate of any age group in Colorado and are nearly three times more likely to be involved in a fatal crash than the average of all other drivers.

· Seventy-one 15- to 20-year-olds died on Colorado roadways in 2006.

· In 2006, nearly 80 percent of teen passengers who died in car crashes in Colorado were riding with teen drivers.

Seat Belts 

· In Colorado in 2006, 71 teen drivers and passengers died in traffic crashes. More than two-thirds of them were not using seat belts. If everyone had buckled up, at least half of them should have survived.

· For front-seat passengers, lap and shoulder belts reduce the chance of serious injury by as much as 50 percent.

· In fatal crashes, only one percent of belted occupants are ejected from their vehicle; 22 percent of unbelted occupants are ejected and 75 percent of them are killed.

· Average hospital costs for unbelted crash victims are 55 percent higher than for belted victims according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Distracted Driving

· One in every six crashes is caused by distracted drivers.

· A teen’s risk of dying in a crash nearly doubles when one male passenger is in the car, and it more than doubles with two or more male passengers.

· In Colorado, drivers under age 18 are not allowed to have passengers under 21 until they have had their license for at least six months, and then only one passenger under 21 until they’ve had their license for one year. (See coteendriver.com for exemptions.)

