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TEEN ARTICLE – for use in journalism classes 
Tips and Resources to Build Your Own Article

By Colorado Department of Transportation

Are you interested in writing a story for your school newspaper about teen driving? Timely topics include Graduated Drivers Licensing (GDL) laws, buckling up, and the new cell phone ban in Colorado. Turn to us for help with interviews, facts, and story ideas!

Tip: Subject matter experts add a crucial element of credibility to your story. 

Colorado Department of Transportation, www.coloradodot.info  – Spokespersons can provide important facts, statistics and trends for the state of Colorado as well as tips for eliminating distractions while driving. Contact: Heather Halpape, PR Manager for Safety Programs, Colorado Dept. of Transportation, 303-757-9484 or heather.halpape@dot.state.co.us
Colorado State Patrol, www.csp.state.co.us  – Representatives are available to discuss the importance of safe and responsible driving as well as the cell phone ban, steps to obtaining your license, GDL, fines and points, and other traffic laws.  Contact: Corporal Eric Wynn, Colorado State Patrol, (303) 239-4537 or eric.wynn@cdps.state.co.us
Rocky Mountain Insurance Information Association, www.rmiia.org/teen  –  Experts can give you details on discounts available for teen drivers who take driving courses. Another enlightening topic could be the consequences of racking up too many points on your drivers license. Contact: Carole Walker, (303) 790-0216 or carole@rmiia.org
Tip: Adding a local angle makes your story even more relevant to your school.

Local driving school – Instructors can fill you in on the kinds of courses available, benefits to teen drivers, and what to expect from the various classes.

Gather testimonials from fellow students or someone in your community: 

· A life saved by a seat belt

· An accident caused by distracted driving (person at fault and/or the victim)

· A teen driver who got too many tickets and lost his/her license

Take a poll and ask your fellow classmates about their driving habits:

· Do you think texting while driving is dangerous? 

· Do you text and drive? 

· Do you wear your seatbelt?

· What is the thing that distracts you most while driving (music, talking to friends, using cell phone, applying make-up, etc.)

Tip: Statistics, trends and facts punctuate a news story with quantitative info. 

Use the fact sheets in the tool kits materials on www.coteendriver.com or do you own research on studies that have been done or trends in statistics about teen drivers.

If you have any questions or would like assistance setting up interviews with experts, please contact Heather Halpape, heather.halpape@dot.state.co.us or 303-757-9484.

