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Incorrect R
estraint–T

he sam
e child, im

properly restrained in an adult seat belt w
ith the shoulder belt behind the back*, is throw

n forw
ard dram

atic ally in the sam
e

crash. T
he inappropriate fit of the seat belt and lack of upper body restraint puts the child at risk for severe head, spine and abdom

inal injury.

C
orrect R

estraint–T
his sim

ulation below
 show

s how
 a 6-year-old child properly restrained in a belt-positioning booster seat barely m

oves during a  35 m
.p.h. crash.

Key Safety M
essage

C
hildren w

ho have outgrow
n child safety seats w

ith internal
harnesses should be properly restrained in a belt-positioning
booster seat until they are at least 8 years old, unless they
are 4'9" tall.
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* Placing the shoulder belt behind the back is a com
m

on and dangerous m
istake children m

ake w
hen the shoulder belt doesn’t fit properly.


