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INTRODUCTION 

The NO PARKING ANY TIME (R7-1) and no parking symbol (R8-3) signs are an optional addition to the 
Colorado State Highway to reinforce sections where parking and/or stopping is prohibited. The Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) does not have specific guidance on regulations surrounding 
signs that govern parking and stopping. The Model Traffic Code for Colorado prohibits stopping, standing, 
or parking along every highway, street, or roadway in respect to which owners or occupants of abutting 
lands and other persons have no legal right of access, and at other locations as found in C.R.S. 42-4-
1204. The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) has chosen to work with local agencies to 
allow a limited use of the R7-1 and R8-3 signs on Colorado State Highways. This document is intended to 
serve as a guide for the use and placement of the R7-1 and R8-3 signs. The local agency shall submit the 
request form in Appendix C to the corresponding CDOT Region Traffic Engineer (RTE) for review.  The 
CDOT RTE will review the information provided from the local agency and determine whether signage is 
warranted.    

SIGN GUIDANCE 

Use of the R7-1 on State Highways are allowable only when a written agreement from local law enforcement 
that signs will be enforced and at least one (1) of the following criteria are met: 

● The location is near a hazardous area such as an avalanche zone or rockslide area. 
● The sight distance provided is less than the calculated sight distance’ from the latest edition of the 

American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) A Policy Geometric 
Design of Highways and Streets.1 

● A nearby attraction that would prompt travelers to park at the location. 
● A pattern of parking related crashes the past 3 years in urban areas and the past 5 years in rural areas. 
● Insufficient width of usable and paved shoulder at the location.  
● The calculated intersection sight distance is impacted.2 

● or at CDOT’s RTE discretion for circumstances not covered above 

When criteria is met, sign R7-1(L) may be installed at the beginning and R7-1(R) may be installed at the 
end of the no parking zone. For locations that are longer than 200’ it is recommended that additional R8-3 
signs may be installed at 200’ intervals.  

R7-2a may be used at the discretion of the RTE when the criteria is met for specific times of the day. 

The final determination of whether or not to install no parking signs lies with the CDOT RTE. 

R7-1(R)    R7-1(L)    R8-3 

1 See Appendix A for tables on stopping sight distance on level roads and grades from A Policy Geometric Design of 
Highways and Streets.
2 See Appendix A for tables on intersection sight distance on level roads and grades from A Policy Geometric Design 
of Highways and Streets. 
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APPENDIX A: STOPPING SIGHT DISTANCE TABLES 
The source of all the tables in Appendix A is AASHTO’s A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and 
Streets. 
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APPENDIX B: INTERSECTION SIGHT DISTANCE TABLES 
The source of all the tables in Appendix A is AASHTO’s A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and 
Streets. 
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APPENDIX C: REQUEST FORM 
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
No Parking Sign Request Form 

Local Agency Representative Contact Information 

Name: Email: Phone Number: 

Location Description 

County/City: Speed Limit: 

State Highway: Begin Milepost: End Milepost: 

Site Description 

List all nearby attractions that may prompt someone to park: 

Is this near a hazardous area (e.g., avalanche, rockslide area, etc.)? Yes No 

If yes, what makes the area hazardous: 

Available Sight Distance: Calculated Sight Distance1: 

Shoulder Width: 

Additional Considerations 

CDOT USE ONLY 

Does maintenance see any concerns with parking at this location? 

Do the number of parking related crashes exceed what is expected for the past 3 years in urban areas or past 5 years in 
rural areas? Yes  No 

1 The method for calculated site distance shall be in accordance with AASHTO’s A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and 
Streets. 
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