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Colorado's population jumped by 101,000
in 12 months
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Only North Dakota's population growth outpaced Colorado in the 12 months that ended July 1
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For the first time since the tech boom, Colorado added nearly 101,000
people to its population in a single year — a largerthanexpected increase
that helps explain Denver's overheated housing market.
"We were surprised that migration came in so strong. We had been
forecasting about 10,000 slower in migration," state demographer Elizabeth
Garner said.
Colorado's population reached 5,456,574 as of July 1, up from 5,355,588 the
same day a year earlier, according to updated estimates released by the U.S.
Census Bureau on Tuesday.
The 1.89 percent increase was more than double the 0.79 percent increase in
the overall U.S. population and second only to North Dakota, which added
16,887 people for a 2.28 percent gain.
Colorado ranked seventh among all states for the total number of people
added, sandwiched between North Carolina and Arizona.
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John Trejo of Cowboy Moving and
Storage loads a truck on Friday August
16, 2013 as they move a home in NW
Denver. (Cyrus McCrimmon, The
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With an aging population and young adults delaying marriage and child
birth, natural gains — births minus deaths — aren't driving the increase.
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Net migration —more people moving to the state than leaving — accounts
for about twothirds of the population gain, Garner said.

Colorado has more
people on the move than
any other state
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thananyother?
source=pkg)

"In the long run, that contribution rate is closer to 55 percent," she said,
citing averages since 1980.
People continued moving to the state this year despite slowing job growth
dragged down by slumping commodity prices, especially for oil and gas.
Colorado ranked among
the top five states for job
gains in 2014 but is
running closer to the
middle of the pack this
year and could see even
smaller, but still
respectable, increases next
year, according to the 2016
Colorado Business
Economic Outlook from
the University of Colorado.
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Those looking to relocate, however, may be paying more attention to the overall unemployment rate than CO/communication/newspaper/TheDenver
Post3039541000)
the number of jobs added, CU economist Richard Wobbekind said.
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Colorado's unemployment rate hit 3.6 percent in November, compared with 5 percent nationally.
(http://mylocal.denverpost.com/aurora
Neighboring New Mexico continues to struggle, with a 6.8 percent unemployment rate, and in Nevada it CO/medical/dentist/AspenwoodDental
is
still an elevated 6.5 percent,according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Associate3035427102)
A lag effect could explain why migration to Colorado still increased as job growth decreased, Garner said.Standley Lake Marketplace
(http://mylocal.denverpost.com/broomfield
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That is one reason why Garner predicts Colorado's population could rise by another 100,000 next year. Green Tree Medicinals & Recreational
Unlike previous big migration waves, which were more dispersed, more than 80 percent of newcomers are(http://mylocal.denverpost.com/northglenn
CO/recreation/amusement/GreenTree
settling along a narrow band nestled against the Front Range.
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That might help explain the runaway home prices
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Not only are relocating outofstaters zeroing in on the Front
Range, so, too, are residents of more rural parts of Colorado,
where the economy continues to struggle.
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"We have a whole bunch of the counties losing population,"
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Wobbekind said. "There is a lot of instate migration going on,
too."
That continued concentration is contributing to the increased
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"urbanization" of the state
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(http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_29049466/colorado
ruralityanurbanlegend), according to Headwaters
Economics in Montana.
The last time the state population rose by more than 100,000
was in 2001, according to the state demographer. Colorado
ranked No. 4 last year for its rate of population growth, when it
added 84,456 people, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
Although the 100,000 number carries psychological
significance, it doesn't have the same weight on a percentage
basis as it did when the state population was smaller.
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In the late 1990s, the state's population was increasing at a 3
percent clip, and a few times during the 1970s, it even breached
4 percent, Garner said.

While 1.9 percent is robust, it is on par with the rate of population growth seen a decade ago. The
implications of an even stronger increase are hard to imagine, given how metro Denver has struggled to
keep up, particularly in providing affordable housing.
Population gains carry political implications, especially in Colorado, where they plug into the fiscal formulas
state and local governments use under the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights.
The Colorado Legislative Council recently lifted its estimates of population growth to 1.9 percent. That, in
turn, has given the state more breathing room under its fiscal limits for the 201617 budget year, said Natalie
Mullis, the council's chief economist.
A study from the University of North Carolina (<a
href="http://demography.cpc.unc.edu/2015/11/03/2020reapportionmentwillshiftpoliticalpower
southand
west/%22%20title=%22demography.cpc.unc.edu%22%3ehttp:/demography.cpc.unc.edu/2015/11/03/2020
reapportionmentwillshiftpoliticalpowersouthandwest/%3c/a%3e)puts Colorado among eight states
on track to pick up an additional seat in Congress once the 2020 census is conducted and reapportionment
takes place.
Strong population growth, should it continue, will improve Colorado's chances of picking up a House seat
from a state in the Great Lakes and Ohio Valley regions, where populations are stagnant or declining.
Aldo Svaldi: 3039541410, asvaldi@denverpost.com or @aldosvaldi
Follow @aldosvaldi

1,889 followers

(/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7279118)

RELATED STORIES

DISCUSSION (170 COMMENTS)

From Around the Web

(Sponsored)

(http://www.buzz-

(http://patheos.com/Galleries/Evangelical(http://jornalink.com/18- (http://todaysinfo.net/democrat-

hut.com/celebrities/9-

Christians?

celebs-who-

utm_source=outb&utm_medium=native&content=
and-inspiration-bemight-be-surprised-

accidentally-၀ashed-

{site}&utm_campaign=OUTBready-to-be-moved?

how-your-favorite-

some-၀esh/?

EVANG-D)

celeb-votes-in-2016/?

pictures-of-con၀icts-

utm_campaign=021-

or-republican-you-

utm_medium=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=9_celebs_who_accidentally_၀ashed_some_၀esh&utm_term=16288)
out-d-us-18-picturesutm_source=Hexagram_Outbrain_Celebs_Vote_US_Desktop&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Cele
PATHEOS

BUZZHUT

9 Celebs Who
Accidentally Flashed
Some Flesh

of-con၀icts-andThe Surprising Truth
About Evangelical
inspiration-be-readyChristianity
to-be(http://patheos.com/Galleries/Evangelical

TODAY'S INFO

Democrat or
Republican: You Might
Be Surprised How

(http://www.buzz
Christians?
Your…
moved&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc)
hut.com/celebrities/9
utm_source=outb&utm_medium=native&content= (http://todaysinfo.net/democrat
JORNALINK
celebswho
{site}&utm_campaign=OUTB
orrepublicanyou
18 HeartStopping
accidentallyflashed
EVANGD)
mightbesurprised
ThirdWorld Images
someflesh/?
howyourfavorite
That You Can't
utm_medium=outbrain&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=9_celebs_who_accidentally_flashed_some_flesh&utm_term=16288)
celebvotesin2016/?
Ignore…
utm_source=Hexagram_Outbrain_Celebs_Vote_US_Desktop&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=C
(http://www3.forbes.com/business/15(http://www.aarp.org/home(http://espn.go.com/video/clip?
(http://jornalink.com/18 (http://thesportsdrop.com/15new-cars-to-avoid/?
family/yourid=15233050&ex_cid=2016_bnnr_VideoAPI_Outbrain_aqsn)
broke-n၀-stars-andpicturesofconflicts
andinspirationbe
utm_campaign=carshome/info-2015/besthow-they-blew-theirESPN
toplaces-neighborhoods- readytobemoved?
Seventhrounder Bobby millions/?
utm_campaign=021
McCray owns piece of utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=n၀_broke_ob)
avoid&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=39856502&utm_term=16288)
cities.html?cmp=SLoutdus18picturesof
Jaguars' history
DSO-OUTBRAINconflictsand
FORBES
THE SPORTS DROP
(http://espn.go.com/video/clip?
More
from
The
Denver
Post
DESKTAB-HOMEinspirationbereadyto Broke: 15 NFL Stars
Don't Get Stuck With a
id=15233050&ex_cid=2016_bnnr_VideoAPI_Outbrain_aqsn)
Lemon: 15 Cars Not to HOMESLIDEALTHEAD- be
Who Lost It All [You
moved&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc)
Buy
Won’t Believe #7]
SLIDE(http://www3.forbes.com/business/15
(http://thesportsdrop.com/15
PV_10+Most+Livable+Neighborhoods+in+the+U.S._981169824_16288)
newcarstoavoid/?
brokenflstarsand
utm_campaign=carsto AARP
howtheyblewtheir
avoid&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=39856502&utm_term=16288)
millions/?
The 10 Best
utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=nfl_broke_ob)
Neighborhoods in
(http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29773833/colorado(http://www.denverpost.com/ci_29784982/biden(http://blogs.denverpost.com/broncos/2016/04/11/watch(http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29771687/priestAmerica
bears-out-hungry-and- (http://www.aarp.org/home
overwhelmingvon-miller-playsmistaken-klansmanfamily/yourhome/info
facing-hazards-and)
frustration-israelicinderellas-princewhile-getting-froyo)
2015/bestplaces
govt)
dwts-disneyTHE DENVER POST
THE DENVER POST
neighborhoods
night/39209/)
Colorado bears out,
Priest mistaken for KKK
THE DENVER POST
cities.html?cmp=SL
hungry and facing
member while getting
Biden: 'Overwhelming
DSOOUTBRAIN
ALL THINGS BRONCOS
hazards — and friends DESKTABHOME
FroYo
frustration' with Israeli
COLORADO
(http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29773833/colorado
(http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29771687/priest
gov't
WATCH: Von Miller
HOMESLIDEALTHEAD
bearsouthungryand SLIDE
mistakenklansman
(http://www.denverpost.com/ci_29784982/biden
wins over judges as
facinghazardsand) PV_10+Most+Livable+Neighborhoods+in+the+U.S._981169824_16288)
overwhelming
Prince Charming on… whilegettingfroyo)
frustrationisraeligovt) (http://blogs.denverpost.com/broncos/2016/04/11/watch
vonmillerplays
(http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29776769/denvers(http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/2016/04/16/colorado(http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/2016/04/17/higher(http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/2016/04/16/americacinderellasprincedwts
line-from-dialimit-marijuanaminimum-wageafraid-housing-gitmodisneynight/39209/)
downtown-10-things-

potency-2-

bene橕t-

you)

letters/41570/)

businesses/41593/)

prisoners/41568/)

THE DENVER POST

ELETTERS

ELETTERS

downtown10things
you)

potency2
letters/41570/)

businesses/41593/)

ELETTERS

Is America afraid of

Denver's ALine from
Should Colorado limit
How a higher minimum housing Gitmo
Recommended by
(http://www.outbrain.com/whatis/default/en)
prisoners here?
DIA to downtown: 10
marijuana potency (2
wage would benefit
(http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/2016/04/16/america
things you need to…
letters)
businesses
afraidhousinggitmo
(http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_29776769/denvers
(http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/2016/04/16/colorado
(http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters/2016/04/17/higher
linefromdia
limitmarijuana
minimumwagebenefit prisoners/41568/)

Free Reverse Cell Lookup
Search Any Cell Number Instantly. Get Their Name, Address and More.

(http://www.denverpost.com)

Copyright © 2016 Digital First Media

Copyright (http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=36)

Privacy Policy (http://www.denverpost.com/privacypolicy)
Digital First Media (http://www.digitalfirstmedia.com)

Site Map (http://www.denverpost.com/sitemap)

Contact Us (http://www.denverpost.com/contactus)

