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�����������
������������������������� ������
��������������������������������������

	������������������������������
��������������������
�
�������������
����
�����������������������

��

10



���������	
�����
�����
�����
����
����
����
����������������� ��������
�����
���
�������	���	�
�� �!���
������
��
������������
�������������
��
��	�
 ����� "�����
�
	���
���
�����!�
�����������
��
���
#���	��$
� %������
������
�����!��
�����������
��
&'()
*������$�
�����!�	
��������
�����������
��$��
�����!�
������+
� ,�
���
�������
���$�!���
��	
����������	
��������	
���$�� ��� �
���
���
���!����$
��#���
 ���	
#�
���
#��-��	�
��
����-�� "�����
.
��/�����
����$�����
���
��������
��	
��������$����� "�����
�
	���
���
�����!�
��	�������
��!������
�����$�
���-��$
���� "�����
�
	���
���
�����!�
��!������
���
����������
�������
� 0�$���$���� "�����
�
������!��
��������
!�� �
��	
�����1�� 2��
�1�����$
����
����
#���	��$
����	
������
����
�����$����
������������� 3���
�����
����
��	����
�������
��/���������
���
���-��$
��������
456789
:"������
�
��	
.
 456789
;

�1�����$
����
����
���-��$
���
 ���	
#�����
����������
���-��$�
��!��$
����������
�����
�������
����
������
������< ��

11



���������	
�����
�����
�����
����
����
����
����������������� ��������
�����
���
�������	���	�
�� �!���
������
��
������������
�������������
��
��	�
 ����� "������
������
�����!��
�����������
��
#$%&
'������(�
�����!�	
��������
�����������
��(��
�����!�
������)
� *���
�����
	�
���
�������
���(�!���
��	
����������	
��������	
���(�� ����������
�����
 ���	
���
��!�
	�����
������
��
+���	��(�� ,�(���(���� -���
�������
�����!�
������
��
+���	��(
� .��
�/�����(
����
����
+���	��(
����	
������
����
�����(����
������������� -���
�������
����
��	����
�������
��0���������
���
���1��(
��������� 2�����
3
������!��
��������
!�� �� 2�����
3
���� �
���
������
�/�������4

5� ��
���
����	
�!��������
+�
��������	
��
+���	��(4� -���
������
��������
���1��(
���
���
������ -���
�������
���
+�
��	����	
��
�����	�
����������
���1��(
��
���
�����

2������
6
��	
3789:;<
= 789:;<
>
�/�����(
����
����
���1��(
���
 ���	
+�����
����������
���1��(�
��!��(
����������
�����
�������
����
������
������4 �6

12



��������	
�������������������������������������������������������������������� !��"�����#��������$��#������ �%�
�����������������������������
��������!���&�#�#������'������()*+�,-./+0�1234�2,�1567)+8�-38+.�)*+�9.+,+3)7)253�1234:����;$��#��<�����;��;��=>?@>A=@BC=AD���������������������!��������
��������������������������������E���F���������������$�!��#�%�����%GG$$$;�� ��;#��G���E����G������������������ �H������ ���������������������������������F�������������������������������������������#��������I������������� ��������������������������F���"���I�������������!������� !��";��������������������%���������#��JK���������������� �L�� ��#��������M���#�������;$��#��<�����;��;��=>?@>A=@BC=AM� ���J������%&���������������J���� ��JK���J��������������M���#������;��������<�����;��;��A?A@N>=@O>NN����"����� CA

13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



Vail Pass Rest Area – Public Survey.  February 2021 

Timestamp Username First Name Last Name Tell us about you. Are you 
a... 

Are you a 
resident 
of: 

How often do 
you use this 
rest area 
facility to take 
a break from 
driving and to 
use the 
facilities? 

How often do 
you use this 
Project Area 
and rest area 
facility for 
recreation 
purposes? 

Are you more 
likely to visit 
the Project 
Area and rest 
area facility in 
the: 

Check all that apply. Check all that apply. Select one. Sele
ct 
one. 

Tell us 
about your 
concern. 

Tell us why you 
don't support 
replacing the Vail 
Pass Rest Area.  

Please 
check your 
preferred 
option 

Please explain why 
you believe this 
option should have 
passed Filter 1 

How did you hear 
about this project? 

Do you have any other 
comments, questions or 
concerns? 

2021/02/05 
12:37:35 PM CST 

info@leadvilletod
ay.com 

Leadville Today Media outlet Other 
location 
in 
Colorado 

Lake County 
commuters 
use it daily but 
not 
included/invite
d?? 

Lake County 
commuters 
use it daily but 
not 
included/invite
d?? 

Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts during 
construction;Adequat
e infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing 
visitation;Please 
include 
Leadville/Lake 
County folks in your 
discussion 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage 

No opinion at this 
time 

     
Social Media Please include the hundreds 

of daily commuters who use 
Vail Pass from Leadville and 
Lake County in your 
assessments. Thank You. 
Also we encourage CDOT to 
take this opportunity to honor 
the man this pass was named 
after, a longtime CDOT 
visionary - Charles Vail -  
whose story can be found 
here: 
https://www.leadvilletoday.co
m/2017/10/01/vail-pass-how-
it-got-its-name/ 

2021/02/05 
1:06:45 PM CST 

mmhgrill@gmail.
com 

Miriam Grill Recreation path user who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Cross 
Country Skier who uses 
the project area to access 
trails;Hut users who uses 
the project area for 
overnight 
parking;Hiker/Forest 
Service users 

Summit 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Weekly Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking;Dangerous 
and winding entrance to rest 
area building and parking 

Support Option 
2A 

     
Forest Service 
Publication 

 

2021/02/05 
10:13:18 PM CST 

cbotto79@aol.co
m 

Cheryl Bottomley Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails;Cross 
Country Skier who uses 
the project area to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

Eagle 
County 

3-4 times a 
year 

4-5 times a 
year 

Fall Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural environment 

Limited recreation 
parking;Difficulty accessing 
rest area building from parking 
areas;Rest rooms too small 

Support Option 
4A 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/08 
9:28:18 AM CST 

awjas11@gmail.c
om 

Jacob SCHUTT Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Never Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
radio/CPR news 

 

2021/02/08 
7:10:49 PM CST 

scott.jones46@y
ahoo.com 

SCOTT JONES Snowmobiler who uses the 
project area to access 
trails 

The Front 
Range 

Monthly Monthly Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Connectivity for 
all modes of travel 
throughout the 
Project Area 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas;Proximity 
to recreation from recreation 
parking lot 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
mailing lists from 
I70 lane expansion 
project  

 

2021/02/08 
7:51:19 PM CST 

j.liebscher@gmail
.com 

James Liebscher Renter/lessee in the 
project area;Passenger 
vehicle user who uses the 
rest area facility for breaks 
and rest;Recreation path 
user who uses the project 
area to access trails;Hut 
users who uses the project 

The Front 
Range 

Monthly Monthly Summer Safety for all 
users;Connectivity 
for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking;Dangerous 
and winding entrance to rest 
area building and 
parking;Difficulty accessing 
rest area building from parking 
areas 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 
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area for overnight 
parking;Hiker/Forest 
Service users 

maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

2021/02/08 
9:21:22 PM CST 

tomas@dawsons
.us 

Tomas Dawson Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Never Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
unique character of 
the site;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
commercial parking;Limited 
passenger vehicle parking 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/08 
11:23:50 PM CST 

lipsonch@att.net Christine Lipson Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Safety for all 
users;Connectivity 
for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Dangerous 
and winding entrance to rest 
area building and 
parking;Difficulty accessing 
rest area building from parking 
areas 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/09 
7:25:51 AM CST 

saragansblue@g
mail.com 

sara blue Commercial user who uses 
the rest area facility for 
required breaks and 
rest;Passenger vehicle 
user who uses the rest 
area facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Safety for all 
users;Connectivity 
for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing 
visitation;A pleasant 
place to stop, and a 
destination. Add a 
playground! 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas;Proximity 
to recreation from recreation 
parking lot 

don't have time 
to read about the 
two options. 
Something needs 
to be done. 

     
TV - NBC Please consider making this 

a place families enjoy 
stopping - as a destination on 
a bike ride or hike. Add in 
seating, a playground, etc. 
Consider making a space for 
a local vendor to set up - two 
places for food trucks. 

2021/02/09 
8:55:42 AM CST 

ldkruesi@comcas
t.net 

Doug Kruesi Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails;Cross 
Country Skier who uses 
the project area to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users;Cyclist who uses the 
facility 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Minimize impacts to 
the users of the 
Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Limited passenger vehicle 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking 

Support Option 
4A 

     
NPR radio 

 

2021/02/09 
9:03:10 AM CST 

jim.rickard@mott
mac.com 

Jim Rickard Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Cross Country Skier 
who uses the project area 
to access trails 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Spring Minimize impacts to 
the unique character 
of the site;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project Area 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Neighbor 

 

2021/02/09 
9:22:15 AM CST 

stranahans@com
cast.net 

Paul Stranahan Recreation path user who 
uses the project area to 
access trails 

The Front 
Range 

Never Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Minimize impacts to 
the users of the 
Project 
Area;Connectivity for 
all modes of travel 
throughout the 
Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts during 
construction 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Dangerous 
and winding entrance to rest 
area building and 
parking;Difficulty accessing 
rest area building from parking 
areas 

Support Option 
2A 

     
TV report by Matt 
Renew on Ch9 

I saw that there is a N/S 
continuation path for cyclists 
that goes around the parking 
area; however the vast 
majority of cyclists do not ride 
up and over Vail Pass without 
stopping at the facilities to 
refill water, use restrooms, or 
just rest and refuel from the 
climb up the pass. I see a 
strong need for easy and safe 
access to and from the bike 
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path to the facilities.  
Also, with potential crowding, 
please make the bike path 
wide enough to 
accommodate multiple 
cyclists and walkers, 
including the many dog 
walkers who can present a 
danger to cyclists. 

2021/02/09 
10:37:23 AM CST 

brucenorring@g
mail.com 

Bruce Norring Property owner in the 
project area;Hiker/Forest 
Service users;Emergency 
Services Provider. 
Mountain Rescue services 

Eagle 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Monthly Winter Safety for all 
users;Adequate and 
readily accessible 
parking for 
emergency 
services.(Mountain 
Rescue) 

No concerns CDOT will do t 
he right thing.  

     
Newspaper 

 

2021/02/09 
12:20:27 PM CST 

adsharp@davids
on.edu 

Adde Sharp Recreation path user who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Snowmobiler 
who uses the project area 
to access trails 

Summit 
County 

Monthly Monthly Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project Area 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Dangerous 
and winding entrance to rest 
area building and 
parking;Proximity to recreation 
from recreation parking lot;The 
bike path ends in the parking 
lot and doesn't pick back up 
until the other side of the other 
parking lot.  

A flaw in all the 
options is not 
making a safe 
bike path 
connection.   

     
Social Media Please consider the 

importance of the bike path 
and making a safe 
connection where cyclists 
don't have to get off a bike 
path, ride through a parking 
lot of semi-trucks, and try to 
relocate the path on the other 
side of the rest stop.  

2021/02/09 
2:27:41 PM CST 

jeffmconnolly@ya
hoo.com 

Jeff Connolly Property owner in the 
project area;Recreation 
path user who uses the 
project area to access 
trails;Snowmobiler who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Hiker/Forest 
Service users 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Minimize impacts to 
the natural 
environment;Adequa
te infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

No concerns Support Option 
4A 

     
Newspaper 

 

2021/02/09 
8:36:17 PM CST 

allensullivan27@
gmail.com 

Allen  Sullivan  Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

The Front 
Range 

Monthly Never Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Adequa
te infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/09 
8:39:48 PM CST 

rhtlww@hotmail.c
om 

Robert  Bell Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Snowmobiler who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;CDOT 
maintenance who has 
plowed the rear area 

Eagle 
County 

Monthly Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
unique character of 
the site;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
commercial parking;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas;Hill 
entering the R/A is very steep 

Support Option 
4A 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/09 
8:50:51 PM CST 

pjfoyster257@gm
ail.com 

Pam Foyster Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

The 
Western 
Slope 

Couple of 
times per year 

Never Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project Area 

Limited recreation parking Go 100% solar, 
dry urinals, 
compost toilets, 
teach Leave No 
Trace 

     
Colorado Public 
Radio 

Good Luck! 

2021/02/09 
9:30:45 PM CST 

lance.blyth@gma
il.com 

Lance Blyth  Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails;Cross 
Country Skier who uses 
the project area to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

The Front 
Range 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Minimize impacts to 
the users of the 
Project 
Area;Connectivity for 
all modes of travel 
throughout the 
Project Area 

Limited commercial 
parking;Limited passenger 
vehicle parking;Limited 
recreation parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas;Proximity 
to recreation from recreation 
parking lot 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/09 
11:41:24 PM CST 

brian.majerus@o
utlook.com 

Brian Majerus Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 

The Front 
Range 

Never Never Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 

Limited passenger vehicle 
parking 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media I expect sustainable 

strategies will be used in the 
development of this rest area. 
It would be appreciated if 
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rest;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

environment;Adequa
te infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

they were included in the 
proposed options for review.  

2021/02/10 
7:56:57 AM CST 

itsallgoodletsgo@
live.con 

Greg Fed Property owner in the 
project area;Business 
owner in the project 
area;Passenger vehicle 
user who uses the rest 
area facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails;Cross 
Country Skier who uses 
the project area to access 
trails;Snowmobiler who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Hut users 
who uses the project area 
for overnight 
parking;Hiker/Forest 
Service users 

Eagle 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Weekly Winter Connectivity for all 
modes of travel 
throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing 
visitation;Please 
think about the roads 
pitch angle as trucks 
and passenger 
vehicles using this 
site may slide on 
snow and ice if 
itâ€™s not as level 
as possible in this 
unique terrain. 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking;Proximity to 
recreation from recreation 
parking lot 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media Please make this functional 

and year around access to all 
users. This is a huge 
resource for the area and 
would be a great success in 
my mind if the traffic flows 
through the rest area 
appropriately for each users 
use. Hopefully the forest 
service has lots of input as 
well and signage feels like 
the biggest need for 
improvement next to the 
failing facilities building. 
Thanks!  

2021/02/10 
10:05:41 AM CST 

nunya.business
@gmail.com 

Nunya BUSINESS  Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

Other 
location 
in 
Colorado 

Monthly Never Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
unique character of 
the site;Connectivity 
for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project Area 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
commercial parking;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/10 
12:34:59 PM CST 

gmarshall1985@
gmail.com 

Greg Marshall Snowmobiler who uses the 
project area to access 
trails 

The Front 
Range 

Monthly Monthly Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Connectivity for 
all modes of travel 
throughout the 
Project Area 

Limited recreation parking Do not 
understand why 
certain options 
did not pass 
Filter 1. 

   
Option 4 
(existing lot 
for 
recreation 
parking, 
new 
building 
nearest I70, 
no 
interchange 
improvemen
ts) 

Having the building 
close to the 
highway will 
protect the 
aesthetic of the 
area. 

From a friend, the 
â€œcommunicatio
nâ€� about this 
project was very 
poor 

Parking for recreational 
activities is already a 
disaster. This project should 
improve that, and not have a 
negative impact on winter 
parking. Most of the summer 
activities do not require 
parking for trailers at the 
summit so it would make 
sense that work is done 
during this time 

2021/02/10 
1:11:51 PM CST 

redrocketracer30
6@gmail.com 

David  Garner  Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails 

Summit 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Minimize impacts to 
the natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Limited commercial 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Limited overnight RV 
parking with electric hookups.   

I haven't read 
any of the 
proposed 
undertakings/opti
ons  

     
Newspaper 

 

2021/02/10 
8:10:17 PM CST 

herbnlisa@sbcgl
obal.net 

Herb Gillispie Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and rest 

The 
Western 
Slope 

Couple of 
times per year 

Never Summer Safety for all 
users;Connectivity 
for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

cars, semis and bicycles need 
to have separate parking areas 
with no or very little chance for 
shared traffic 

Support Option 
2A 

     
Social Media Totally hands-free restroom 

technology please. Solar 
powered? And will bicyclists 
be able to have access 
without any conflicts with 
vehicles? 

2021/02/11 
9:18:16 PM CST 

crs970@gmail.co
m 

Charles Savall Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails;Cross 
Country Skier who uses 
the project area to access 
trails;Snowmobiler who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Hut users 
who uses the project area 
for overnight 
parking;Hiker/Forest 
Service users 

Summit 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Weekly Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural environment 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas;Proximity 
to recreation from recreation 
parking lot 

Understand the 
need to replace 
the Vail Pass 
Rest Area, but 
have concerns 
about the options 
that have passed 
Filter 1 

Both Recreatio
n lot too 
far from 
access 
point 

   
Social Media 

 

2021/02/12 
4:32:24 PM CST 

beggleton@mintu
rn.org 

Brian Eggleton Recreation path user who 
uses the project area to 

Eagle 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Monthly Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Dangerous 

Support Option 
4A 

     
Newspaper please consider integration 

with the bike paths to the rest 
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access trails;Hut users 
who uses the project area 
for overnight 
parking;Hiker/Forest 
Service users;winter use of 
the Eagle's Nest 
Wilderness on skis, but not 
the Nordic trails on the 
motorized side of the pass. 

impacts to the 
unique character of 
the site;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

and winding entrance to rest 
area building and parking;no 
sidewalk from recreation 
parking around the blind 
corner to cross the overpass 
bridge to access USFS lands 
on the east side of the Pass, 

area, space for the shuttle 
services to unload bike path 
users, and proper, safe 
access from the recreation lot 
to the east side of the 
overpass bridge for access 
into the USFS Eagle's Nest 
Wilderness in your plans.  
 
not all users use the West 
side of Vail Pass, some do go 
to the East side. I am not of 
the opinion that there needs 
to be parking on the East side 
of the overpass bridge for 
those using those USFS 
lands; that will only beget 
more use in an area that is 
already heavily used for the 
amount of USFS attention 
provided. No need to push 
that use envelope an 
additional amount. 
 
The bike shops that run 
shuttle services to the top of 
Vail Pass...they're going to 
continue to show up, so some 
type of unload area for them 
that does not impact the rest 
area traffic flow too heavily 
could be really helpful for 
which to plan/accommodate. 
 
hooray for considering snow 
storage for snow removal 
services provided by CDOT! 
that will be helpful to staff. 
 
The USFS is running a good 
winter service on Vail Pass 
with the Winter Rangers and 
the user fee. I hope that 
CDOT can continue to work 
with the USFS to 
accommodate and support 
those activities; Vail Pass is a 
wonderful recreation location 
for many Colorado residents 
from Eagle and Summit and 
then of course also Front 
Range residents. 

2021/02/12 
10:45:09 PM CST 

anonymous@yah
oo.com 

Anony Mous Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

Other 
location 
in 
Colorado 

Never Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts during 
construction 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Dangerous 
and winding entrance to rest 
area building and 
parking;Difficulty accessing 
rest area building from parking 
areas 

Understand the 
need to replace 
the Vail Pass 
Rest Area, but 
have concerns 
about the options 
that have passed 
Filter 1 

Both Recreatio
n parking 
should be 
closer to 
the trail. 

   
Social Media 

 

2021/02/13 
5:11:28 AM CST 

Rwarner007@hot
mail.com 

Rob Warner Property owner in the 
project area 

Eagle 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Monthly Summer Minimize impacts to 
the unique character 
of the site;Minimize 
impacts to the users 
of the Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Minimiz
e impacts during 
construction 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking 

Do NOT support 
replacing Vail 
Pass Rest Area 

  
It's fine the way it 
is.  

  
Newspaper 

 

2021/02/13 
11:36:20 AM CST 

jdcleo@gmail.co
m 

Jennifer Dean Recreation path user who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Hut users 
who uses the project area 

Eagle 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
unique character of 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
commercial parking;Limited 
passenger vehicle 

Support Option 
2A 

     
News alert 
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for overnight 
parking;Hiker/Forest 
Service users;Bicyclist who 
uses recreational path 

the site;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project Area 

parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Dangerous and 
winding entrance to rest area 
building and parking;Difficulty 
accessing rest area building 
from parking areas 

2021/02/13 
2:08:28 PM CST 

Myemailaddress1
053@gmail.com 

Michael Wagner Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access trails 

Other 
location 
in 
Colorado 

Monthly Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Minimiz
e impacts during 
construction 

Limited passenger vehicle 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Difficulty accessing 
rest area building from parking 
areas;No staff on site, 
broken/smelly bathrooms 

Itâ€™s simple, 
cleans fix the 
place up and 
then staff the 
site. Both options 
cost a lot of 
money and are 
not needed. 
Clean it, fix it and 
staff it so it 
doesnâ€™t fall 
apart again. 

     
Social Media You should build a few living 

quarters for staff onsite. It 
would be crucial for 
operations and 
someoneâ€™s paradise to 
live and work there. 

2021/02/13 
11:19:44 PM CST 

refector@yahoo.c
om 

Shawn  McHugh  Property owner in the 
project area;Passenger 
vehicle user who uses the 
rest area facility for breaks 
and rest 

Eagle 
County 

Weekly Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Minimize impacts to 
the unique character 
of the site;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural environment 

No concerns Do NOT support 
replacing Vail 
Pass Rest Area 

  
The building is 
cool.  You will 
replace it with 
some crappy 
cookie cutter 
building  

  
Social Media 

 

2021/02/15 
10:15:37 AM CST 

roberthwilliams19
58@gmail.com 

Robert Williams Passenger vehicle user 
that uses rest area 
facilities in general though 
have not been to this 
particular rest area. 

Out of 
State/Oth
er 

Never Never Summer Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
unique character of 
the site;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project 
Area;Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

I haven't visited this specific 
rest area in Colorado so 
cannot answer. 

Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Internet query No. 

2021/02/15 
11:39:34 AM CST 

snowmobilingmuz
ik@gmail.com 

Ross Muzik Snowmobiler who uses the 
project area to access 
trails 

Other 
location 
in 
Colorado 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Snowmobile Trailer 
Parking 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking 

Support Option 
2A 

     
Summit County 
Representative 

I like that commercial is 
separated from normal traffic. 
Could the old lot thats going 
to be used for snow storage, 
be used for snowmobile 
trailer parking, until it's full of 
snow (or make black lakes 
snowmobile trailer parking 
only?) Could winter parking 
be expanded west of black 
lakes road how Rabbit Ears 
parking lot was expanded 
(community collaboration for 
funding?) 

2021/02/15 
2:59:52 PM CST 

todd@wyborney.
com 

TODD WYBORNE
Y 

Property owner in the 
project area;Passenger 
vehicle user who uses the 
rest area facility for breaks 
and rest;Recreation path 
user who uses the project 
area to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

Summit 
County 

Monthly Couple of 
times per year 

Summer Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

No concerns Support either of 
the proposed 
actions 

     
Social Media 

 

2021/02/15 
3:52:09 PM CST 

cloughlivestock@
hotmail.com 

Ryan McKenzie Passenger vehicle user 
who uses the rest area 
facility for breaks and 
rest;Recreation path user 
who uses the project area 
to access 
trails;Snowmobiler who 
uses the project area to 
access trails 

The 
Western 
Slope 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Adequate 
infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing 
visitation;bigger 
better 

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
commercial parking;Limited 
passenger vehicle 
parking;Limited recreation 
parking;Proximity to recreation 
from recreation parking lot 

Do not 
understand why 
certain options 
did not pass 
Filter 1. 

   
Option 4 
(existing lot 
for 
recreation 
parking, 
new 
building 
nearest I70, 
no 
interchange 
improvemen
ts) 

I don't know snowmobiling 
community  

Everything needs upgrading 
and expansion!!!!!!! For 
everyones usage!!!!! 

2021/02/16 
1:57:31 AM CST 

tadriennebanniste
r@gmail.com 

Adrienne  Bannister Property owner in the 
project area;Passenger 
vehicle user who uses the 

Summit 
County 

Couple of 
times per year 

Couple of 
times per year 

Winter Minimize impacts to 
the natural 
environment;Minimiz

Congestion and lack of 
directional signage;Limited 
recreation parking;Difficulty 

Understand the 
need to replace 
the Vail Pass 

Both Neither 
seems to 
address 

   
Social Media How will project affect 

grooming operations and 
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rest area facility for breaks 
and rest;Snowmobiler who 
uses the project area to 
access trails;Hiker/Forest 
Service users 

e impacts during 
construction;Adequat
e infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing 
visitation;Improve 
snow removal from 
roads within vail 
pass parking area 

accessing rest area building 
from parking areas;Lack of 
snow removal from parking 
areas 

Rest Area, but 
have concerns 
about the options 
that have passed 
Filter 1 

the 
concerns 
of 
snowmobil
es who 
pay for 
grooming 
at the 
area yet 
are not 
given 
priority to 
parking or 
snowplow 
services in 
recreation 
parking 
area 

using the day use pay 
system? 

2021/02/19 
12:20:05 PM CST 

mjbaxter11@gma
il.com 

Mitch Baxter Property owner in the 
project area;Snowmobiler 
who uses the project area 
to access 
trails;Hiker/Forest Service 
users 

Eagle 
County 

Monthly Weekly Winter Minimize impacts to 
the users of the 
Project 
Area;Connectivity for 
all modes of travel 
throughout the 
Project 
Area;Minimize 
impacts during 
construction;Adequat
e infrastructure for 
maintenance and 
increasing visitation 

Limited recreation parking Support Option 
2A 

     
Newspaper 

 

2021/02/19 
7:42:42 PM CST 

info@vailpowder
guides.com 

Ben Bartosz Business owner in the 
project 
area;Representative of the 
Vail Pass Task Force 

Other 
location 
in 
Colorado 

Daily as a 
permitted 
USFS 
operation  

Daily in the 
winter 

Winter Safety for all 
users;Minimize 
impacts to the 
unique character of 
the site;Minimize 
impacts to the 
natural 
environment;Connec
tivity for all modes of 
travel throughout the 
Project Area 

Dangerous and winding 
entrance to rest area building 
and parking 

Support Option 
2A 

     
As a member of 
the VPTF we've 
been involved and 
care 
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Vail Pass Rest Area 
1 message

Pete Feistmann <feistmann@earthlink.net> Sat, Feb 6, 2021 at 3:45 PM
To: hope.wright@state.co.us

Hi Hope,
 
I read about the proposed Vail Pass rest area remodel in today’s Vail Daily.
 
My wife and I have been Vail residents since the 70’s and spend lots of time in Europe.  We
have often wondered why our rest areas compare so poorly with many in Europe, especially
in Austria.  https://www.rosenberger.cc/en/startseite.html does them better than any other
outfit we know of.  Unfortunately, as you will see, theirs are closed now due to COVID, but if
you explore the site, you will still understand why we like them so much.
 
Is it too late to think bigger than just a remodel?  Couldn’t we set some broad parameters,
and ask for RFP’s, from local developers and even the top European operators?
 
Thanks for considering this,
 
Pete
 
Pete Feistmann 
PO Box 2438 
Vail, Colorado 81658
970 390 8466 
feistmann@earthlink.net
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Re: PLT #4: Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement - PLT#4 Agenda and Refined
Alternative Review 
1 message

Kronholm - CDOT, John <john.kronholm@state.co.us> Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 2:41 PM
To: "Wright - CDOT, Hope" <hope.wright@state.co.us>, Chuck Decker - CDOT <chuck.decker@state.co.us>, "Beck,
Rob (Rob.Beck@dot.state.co.us)" <rob.beck@state.co.us>, "Berdoulay, Karen" <karen.berdoulay@state.co.us>

Hope, I realize the upper existing rec parking is probably around 5%, but having a steep parking lot at 4%-5% in
icy conditions could cause some of the tractor trailer trucks to get stuck, in addition to challenges with
passenger vehicles.  I think Scott already has some issues with trucks getting stuck trying to climb the hill back
up to the road from the parking lot, and that road appears to be 4%-5%.

Thanks,
John

On Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 1:46 PM Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us> wrote: 

Dear PLT Team Member,

 

In preparation for the fourth Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement PLT Meeting scheduled for Friday, March 12th
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. and as promised in my email dated January 7, 2021, I have attached the Refined
Alternative that we will be reviewing. 

 
PLT Meeting #4 Agenda for March 12th is as follows:

Share Public Comments from Virtual Public Engagement #1
Discussion about the Refined Alternative:

Were comments from PLT #3 properly incorporated?
Were public comments properly addressed?
Any items that were missed and should be included in the Scope of Work for the Final
design drawings?

Schedule Review
Planned ITF Refinements

 
I am happy to discuss any concerns that you might have, however, I will be on vacation next week, so expect a
response on March 1st.  
 
Take care!
--
Hope Wright
Buildings/Rest Area Asset Manager

  
P 720.237.6173  |  F 303.512.5550           
hope.wright@state.co.us  |  www.codot.gov  |  www.cotrip.org
2829 W. Howard Place  Denver, CO 80204    
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Re: PLT #4: Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement - PLT#4 Agenda and Refined
Alternative Review 
1 message

Kronholm - CDOT, John <john.kronholm@state.co.us> Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 3:00 PM
To: "Wright - CDOT, Hope" <hope.wright@state.co.us>, Chuck Decker - CDOT <chuck.decker@state.co.us>, "Beck,
Rob (Rob.Beck@dot.state.co.us)" <rob.beck@state.co.us>, "Berdoulay, Karen" <karen.berdoulay@state.co.us>

Hope, I was also wondering if you could verify the passenger vehicle parking stall sizes?  They seem to scale to
only about 7' wide.

Thanks,
John

On Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 2:41 PM Kronholm - CDOT, John <john.kronholm@state.co.us> wrote: 
Hope, I realize the upper existing rec parking is probably around 5%, but having a steep parking lot at 4%-5% in
icy conditions could cause some of the tractor trailer trucks to get stuck, in addition to challenges with
passenger vehicles.  I think Scott already has some issues with trucks getting stuck trying to climb the hill back
up to the road from the parking lot, and that road appears to be 4%-5%.
 
Thanks,
John
 
On Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 1:46 PM Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us> wrote: 

Dear PLT Team Member,

 

In preparation for the fourth Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement PLT Meeting scheduled for Friday, March 12th
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. and as promised in my email dated January 7, 2021, I have attached the Refined
Alternative that we will be reviewing. 

 
PLT Meeting #4 Agenda for March 12th is as follows:

Share Public Comments from Virtual Public Engagement #1
Discussion about the Refined Alternative:

Were comments from PLT #3 properly incorporated?
Were public comments properly addressed?
Any items that were missed and should be included in the Scope of Work for the Final
design drawings?

Schedule Review
Planned ITF Refinements

 
I am happy to discuss any concerns that you might have, however, I will be on vacation next week, so expect a
response on March 1st.  
 
Take care!
--
Hope Wright
Buildings/Rest Area Asset Manager
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Comment from the Vail Pass Task Force 
1 message

info@vailpowderguides.com <info@vailpowderguides.com> Fri, Feb 19, 2021 at 6:36 PM
To: "Wright - CDOT, Hope" <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Hope,
 
My name is Ben Bartosz and I'm the current president of the Vail Pass Task Force.  I first
must apologize for emailing you after the comment period has passed on the Vail Pass Rest
Area Replacement project.  I've personally had a very difficult week with our business that
does also operate from the rest area in the winter.   For some reason I had been under the
idea that the comment period ended this upcoming Saturday and not February 16th.  
 
I submitted an email to our board members looking for which option presented was most
agreeable to our organization and asked to have responses by yesterday, Thursday, February
18th in time for what I thought was prior to the deadline.  
 
The VPTF agreed option 2A was the best and I really hope we, as an organizational
stakeholder within the Winter Recreation Area, can still be considered.
 
I am very sorry for not meeting the deadline for this very important public comment period and
take full responsibility for this.  The work you have put into this project is greatly appreciated
and and incredibly valuable.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my email and please let me know if I can provide any
further details or information for you.  
 
Best,  Ben Bartosz
Vail Pass Task Force
 
 
 
 
Ben and Jenna Bartosz
Owners/Operators/Guides 
www.vailpowderguides.com
719-486-6266
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

FW: Vail Pass Rest Area Drawings 
1 message

Massman, Samuel -FS <samuel.massman@usda.gov> Wed, Feb 17, 2021 at 5:05 PM
To: "Wright - CDOT, Hope" <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Hey Hope – Our Forest Service landscape architect sent in some thoughts on the rest area facility designs – see
below and let me know if you have any questions…

 

Sam

 

Sam Massman  
Acting Deputy District Ranger

Forest Service

White River National Forest, Dillon Ranger District

Cell: 970-309-3268

Desk: 970-262-3484  
samuel.massman@usda.gov

680 Blue River Parkway

PO Box 620 
Silverthorne, CO 80498 
www.fs.fed.us  

Caring for the land and serving people

 

 

From: Pierce, Jared - FS <jared.pierce@usda.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 4:39 PM 
To: Bengtson, Anna - FS <anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov>; Massman, Samuel -FS <samuel.massman@usda.gov> 
Cc: Fuller, Thomas -FS <thomas.l.fuller@usda.gov>; Huey, Carole -FS <carole.l.huey@usda.gov> 
Subject: RE: Vail Pass Rest Area Drawings
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Hi Anna and Sam,

 

I thought I would provide some feedback on the Vail Pass rest area project since public engagement is now open. I
finally got a chance to thoroughly look at all the plans and planning docs today so I have a better understanding of
what is going on and why.

 

First, I would agree that option 2A and 4A are the best of all the other options from a visual perspective. They both
take advantage of minimizing the visibility of most of the parking and all of the truck parking by pushing it to the
back of the project site and furthest from the highway. In addition, I think this building shape will be more visually
pleasing than the others and will possibly retain the historic shape/style of the existing building.

 

Of these two best options I would have a preference towards option 4A because the building placement will break
up the strong linear lines of the retaining wall and will best take advantage of historic scenic views to the southeast
and south especially if a scenic overlook platform with interpretive signs can be developed on that side of the
building.

 

Finally, my biggest concern is with the size, scale, and material choices of the retaining wall. It appears as if the
retaining wall could be a considerable height compared to the existing one resulting in a significant visual impact so
extra care should be taken in designing the way it looks and fits into the surrounding scenic and historic character.
To mitigate these impacts, I would recommend techniques such as colored and textured concrete, terraces instead
of one large vertical face, vegetative screening, and using native rock and boulders as retention. Materials and
colors of the building will also be very important to help blend the structure into the natural surroundings as much
as possible and retain historic context.

 

Hope this helps with the process and I would be happy to provide further comment when/if needed.

Thanks,

 

Jared Pierce

Forest Landscape Architect

Forest Service

White River National Forest

p: 970-945-3263 
c: 970-274-7755

 
jared.pierce@usda.gov

900 Grand Ave 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
www.fs.fed.us  
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Caring for the land and serving people

 

From: Bengtson, Anna - FS <anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov>  
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2020 3:21 PM 
To: Pierce, Jared - FS <jared.pierce@usda.gov> 
Cc: Massman, Samuel -FS <samuel.massman@usda.gov> 
Subject: FW: Vail Pass Rest Area Drawings

 

Hi Jared!

 

This summer CDOT initiated a project to redevelop the rest area at Vail Pass. The project is intended to address
significant capacity, circulation, and safety issues at the rest area due to the significant increase in use since the
site was originally construction in 1980. While CDOT and FHWA are taking the lead, we are signing a cooperating
agency agreement because of the underlying USFS land jurisdiction and the overlap with important recreational
use/access. Sam and I are also closely involved as members of CDOT’s project leadership team.

 

Up to this point most of the project conversation has been focused on project scope and shared values. However,
we wanted to get this project on your radar since CDOT is starting to put designs on paper. Attached are a bunch
reference documents if you’d like to familiarize yourself with the project when you have the time including the (1)
project work plan, (2) project programming document, and (3) a series of schematic design alternatives that CDOT
presented for initial “red flag” feedback during our meeting this morning. The attached schematic designs are going
to be revised based on comments from today’s meeting – we will send updated versions for your input as soon as
we get them.

 

Let me know if you have questions or would like to schedule some time with Sam and myself to discuss. I hope
you’re doing well and staying healthy!

 

Best,

 

Anna

 

Anna Bengtson  
Realty Specialist, Land Conveyance Program Manager

Forest Service

White River National Forest

p: 970-262-3454  
c: 970-404-5882  
anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

RE: PLT #4: Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement - PLT#4 Agenda and Refined
Alternative Review 
1 message

Fuller, Thomas -FS <thomas.l.fuller@usda.gov> Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 12:23 PM
To: "Bengtson, Anna - FS" <anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov>, "Wright - CDOT, Hope" <hope.wright@state.co.us>
Cc: "Sease, Rebekah - FS" <rebekah.sease@usda.gov>, "Massman, Samuel -FS" <samuel.massman@usda.gov>

Thanks Anna,

 

Yes, we want to be kept in the loop. Especially the concerns with whether we are to do
the tribal consultation or CDOT will do that for the project.

 

Anyhow, here’s an example of a project I worked on at LTMBU with CALTRANS, they
wanted to honor the original stone walls, but with concrete cast to look like stone,
eliminating the maintenance concerns of actual stone walls or stone veneers/cladding. A
painter came out and varied the shading of the “stones” and it should age well. This
could be a good technique for the walls of the building?

 

-Tom

 

 

Thomas L. Fuller  
Heritage Program Manager

Forest Service

White River National Forest, Supervisor's Office

o: 970-945-3204  
c: 970-628-6184  
f: 970-945-3266  
thomas.l.fuller@usda.gov

900 Grand Ave. 
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Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
www.fs.fed.us  

Caring for the land and serving people

 

 

From: Bengtson, Anna - FS <anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov>  
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 8:30 AM 
To: Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us> 
Cc: Fuller, Thomas -FS <thomas.l.fuller@usda.gov>; Sease, Rebekah - FS <rebekah.sease@usda.gov>;
Massman, Samuel -FS <samuel.massman@usda.gov> 
Subject: FW: PLT #4: Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement - PLT#4 Agenda and Refined Alternative Review

 

Hi Hope,

 

I am sharing this refined alternative with our Forest heritage and cultural resources staff for review. I know they
have been interested in tracking closely with this project due to the significant resources in the overall project area.

 

If I remember correctly, there is an Issue Task Force dedicated to heritage and cultural resources for this project –
correct? If so, will you make sure Tom and Rebekah (cc’d) are on this team? I thought we had included them both,
but want to make sure they stay involved.

 

Thank you,

 

Anna

 

Anna Bengtson 
Deputy District Ranger (Acting)

Forest Service

Eagle-Holy Cross Ranger District

White River National Forest

o: 970-262-3454 
c: 970-404-5882 
anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov
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P.O. Box 190 
Minturn, CO 81645 
www.fs.fed.us 

  

Caring for the land and serving people

 

 

From: Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>  
Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 1:43 PM 
To: Bengtson, Anna - FS <anna.p.bengtson@usda.gov>; Ben Gerdes <ben.gerdes@eaglecounty.us>; Decker -
CDOT, Chuck <chuck.decker@state.co.us>; David Fox - CDOT <david.fox@state.co.us>; David Kuhn - CDOT
<david.kuhn@state.co.us>; ghall@vailgov.com; Bellen, Jeff (FHWA) <jeff.bellen@dot.gov>; Kronholm - CDOT,
John <john.kronholm@state.co.us>; Berdoulay - CDOT, Karen <karen.berdoulay@state.co.us>; Rob Beck - CDOT
<rob.beck@state.co.us>; Massman, Samuel -FS <samuel.massman@usda.gov>; Burke - CDOT, Tamara
<tamara.burke@state.co.us>; Tracy Sakaguchi <tracy@cmca.com> 
Subject: PLT #4: Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement - PLT#4 Agenda and Refined Alternative Review

 

Dear PLT Team Member,

 

In preparation for the fourth Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement PLT Meeting scheduled for Friday, March 12th from
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. and as promised in my email dated January 7, 2021, I have attached the Refined Alternative
that we will be reviewing. 

 

PLT Meeting #4 Agenda for March 12th is as follows:

Share Public Comments from Virtual Public Engagement #1
Discussion about the Refined Alternative:

Were comments from PLT #3 properly incorporated?
Were public comments properly addressed?
Any items that were missed and should be included in the Scope of Work for the Final design
drawings?

Schedule Review

Planned ITF Refinements

 

I am happy to discuss any concerns that you might have, however, I will be on vacation next week, so expect a
response on March 1st.  

 

Take care!

--
Hope Wright
Buildings/Rest Area Asset Manager
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Vail Pass Recreation Area Parking Feedback 
1 message

Mike Day <bikehitchhiker@gmail.com> Wed, Feb 10, 2021 at 11:25 AM
To: hope.wright@state.co.us

Hello Hope,

I am writing in to give my feedback on the Vail Pass Rest area.  

I am an avid snowmobiler, and non-motorized backcountry user as well.  I've been a VPRA  season pass holder for
at least 7 years, and I was in support of the fee increase.  

I frequently use both sides of i70 for recreation, and I always park at the VP trail head.  I've seen a lot of comments
on various facebook pages about the need for more parking there, and I want to suggest the opposite.  The
recreation opportunities from this parking area are amazing and beautiful opportunities that I believe everyone
should have access to, however they are already incredibly stressed, and over crowded.  I believe that more
parking will only further the overcrowding, causing more pressure in sensitive backcounty areas.  We have such
limited riding areas for motorized over-snow travel already, and I feel more parking will add more pressure, and
eventually damage the experience for all other users.  It is very simple to get up early, and get to the destination to
park your vehicle and go recreate.  The people calling for more parking arrive after 10 mostly, and jam up the
highway exits on the weekends.  

I think a webcam, or capacity counter at the lot would be a much more effective tool in combating the overcrowding
lots.  I would also personally rejoice in some kind of priority for season pass holders.  I'd also support another fee
increase for the parking lot.  

For 2021, I've noticed a huge increase in staff, which has been a welcomed improvement for the area, the staff
have been helpful and informative, and they keep order on the busy days.  

Thanks for considering these comments! 

Respecfully, 

Mike Day, 25 year Summit County resident.
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement 
1 message

Susan Molloy <susan.molloy@gmail.com> Sat, Feb 13, 2021 at 10:00 AM
To: hope.wright@state.co.us

Hello, 
Can you please include modifications for bicyclist safety at the Vail Pass Rest Area? This area is where the rec
paths from Frisco and Vail meet, and better signage and lanes for cyclists, especially through cyclists, would make
this area safer for all. 
Also, there are areas just west of the Vail Pass Rest Area where the rec path/bike lane is dangerously close to I-70
with no protection or buffer from high speed traffic. Could the grant be used to remedy this situation as well? 
Thank you, 
Susan Molloy 
Dillon, CO
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Vail Pass Rest Area 
1 message

Sandra Menefee <sandramenefee321@gmail.com> Thu, Feb 11, 2021 at 10:22 AM
To: hope.wright@state.co.us

Hi, Hope,
THANKS!  for all the improvements being made to the Vail Pass Rest Area on Interstate 70.  Please add one more
thing .... a nice, big picnic area where people can eat while they enjoy the incredible views.
Many thanks,
Sandra Menefee
Breckenridge, CO
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Vail pass rest stop project 
1 message

Mike Wagner <myemailaddress1053@gmail.com> Sat, Feb 13, 2021 at 1:24 PM
To: Hope.wright@state.co.us

Hello Ms. Wright,

My name is Michael Wagner and am writing you today in regards to the Vail Pass rest stop project. 

I would like to let you know, I have personally used that rest stop hundreds of times! Rather it be for a bathroom
break going to Denver or coming from. I have used it for much needed naps because of my long journeys and I
have used it for delays. 

I consider it rather a magical place in all of Colorado. High elevations, views that go on forever and a place where
you can get rid of any troubles from society’s commotion. 

However, the place is falling apart that is for sure. But I believe that could have been prevented if it was staffed
better. Countless time where the hot water wasn’t working in the bathrooms or the paper towel were not supplied.
Some times, there was some shady characters there. 

Not to mention the lack of detail or information for individuals. I feel like the wall facing copper, should contain
information about Copper Mountain, the wall facing shrines pass should tell the story of the pass. The west wall
facing vail, you guessed it should display information about vail and heading west. It also need more windows for
better views and better lighting. It could use some vending machines and pamphlets. 

The rest stop is in a great place, just needs a little work and attention. Which I would also recommend establish
employee housing for rest stop attendants, CDOT employees and maybe even some first responders. (I know this
is a bit expensive) but I truly believe this place is a little piece of paradise and people would be extremely happy to
work and live there.

Thank you for hearing out my ideas. I hope this helps the state in some sort of way.

Sincere,
Michael Wagner 
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February 17, 2021 

Colorado Dept of Transportation  
Att: Hope Wright  
Via email only @hope.wright@state.co.us  
 

Re: Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement Project  

Dear Ms. Wright:  

Please accept this correspondence as the input of the Colorado Snowmobile Association with regard to 

the rest area replacement project on Vail Pass. We will forgo the traditional introductions of the 

Organization as we have been both participating in the team efforts for the Vail Pass lane expansion 

projects for I70 for more than 2 years.  

 

1.  Our general concerns with the Vail Pass efforts for both the rest area and lane expansion.  
 
The snowmobile community must reiterate our general concern voiced throughout the I70 

redevelopment process for the Vail Pass area, mainly that after the lane expansion and rest area project 

are completed the entire Vail Pass interchange area should work better.  CSA supports adding lanes 

between Vail Pass and Vail and replacement of the rest area.  There can be no factual argument these 

resources are not badly needed. Will additional lanes on I70 allow more people to safely access the area.  

That answer is absolutely yes.  Will the rest area improve user experiences and safety in the area?  Again, 

that answer is yes. While these resources are badly needed CSA is concerned that the connectivity of 

these two resources is not being addressed, and the failures to address this connectivity will prove to be 

the Achilles heel of this multimillion dollar effort. We would very much like to avoid that situation, as this 

will lead to nothing but conflict between all users in this area, which will reflect poorly on all interests in  

the effort.  

 

CSA has concerns about the basic viability of a lane expansion and new rest area to function as anticipated 

as our major concern is with the interchange area to the south of I70, between the bridge, Black Lakes 

Parking area and the rest area. We are aware that with the combined benefit of the lane additions in the 

area visitation to the entire will increase, probably by a significant amount. We also believe that demand 

to use the Rest Area will increase at some percentage of that increased traffic volume,  even with existing 

43



resources. That demand will increase once the new rest area resources are available.  Without any change 

in the interchange, CSA believes the end result for the area is the interchange will be more of a bottleneck 

than ever before.  It has been CSA experience that much of the issue with the rest area is the interchange.   

 

With the additional variable of expanding recreational parking to levels that sustain current demand, such 

as significant expansion of the Black Lake Road parking area or entirely replacing the Black Lake Road 

Parking Lot to support larger vehicles now common with recreational activity this interchange simply will 

be even more inadequate.  CSA would very much like to explore expanding/improving the Black Lake 

Parking Lot as there is funding available for projects like this under Great American Outdoors and State 

Trails Program funding.  If the USFS moved forward with development of a specific parking area to replace 

or improve black lakes road, CSA submits that this will make the interchange situation even worse. Under 

current proposals for the lane expansion and rest area improvements, we are consistently told the 

interchange is outside the scope of planning.  

 

We would welcome coordinated discussions around possible redevelopment of the Black Lakes Lot, the 

rest area, the interchange and the lane expansion efforts as all four of these efforts should be aligned with 

each other to create success overall. Could the answer be something as simple as changing the current 

interchange to a traffic circle?  We are not sure but believe this issue warrants discussion.  

 

2.  Specific Concerns on the Rest Area project. 

1. We support the desire to replace the rest area currently in the proposal area.  It simply is not up to 

standard in any manner.  

2. We have no preference on the two alternatives provided. Both of these proposals fail to address the 

bottleneck that results from the poor overall design of the entire parking/rest area/ interchange at the 

mm190 of I70. With the proximity of the access point for the new recreational parking lot, this layout will 

compound the low levels of performance of the interchange.  Currently our area of concern is structured 

in the following picture:  
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Under both alternatives this area will have additional traffic trying to move through smaller areas as 

follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are concerned that the narrow access point for recreational parking is moving closer to the 

interchange and the entrance point is physically narrower than the existing entrances for these 

opportunities.  We do not believe this is a good situation and will lead to more traffic management issues 

than are currently experienced in the area.  

 

Currently there are two large ingress/egress points for the recreation parking. Reducing this access to a 

single point will not improve the flow of traffic but rather will compound existing problems with confused 

motorists. We cannot imagine the issues that will result if a large commercial vehicle tried to enter the 
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new single access point for the recreation parking area.  If this type of vehicle was able to enter the 

recreation  parking lot we doubt that a vehicle of this size could be maneuvered around the parking lot to 

exit without significant assistance. Once a commercial vehicle obstructed the recreation parking area, we 

believe the entire area would immediately bottleneck.  

 

Recent pictures of the conflicting usages in the Black Lakes parking area immediately adjacent to the Rest 

Area highlight out concerns about the viability of the ingress/egress under the  proposal and moving the 

access corridor for the recreation parking closer to the intersection as proposed.   

 

 

 

 

While these pictures are problematic enough at the bottom of Black Lakes Road, on a low visitation day 

with minimal snow, moving this commercial motor vehicle situation close to the intersection as  proposed 
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is less than optimal. This situation in the intersection would probably occur more frequently as ever as 

under every alternative of the current proposal, this vehicle would have to enter the recreation parking 

lot and then attempt to loop around the lot to exit. We are not optimistic that the proposed lot is large 

enough for a vehicle of this size to make the loop of the lot in order to exit and even under the best of 

conditions would create significant safety concerns for any recreational user of the lot.  This type of loop 

would be impossible under adverse conditions.  This situation simply must be avoided as the movement 

of traffic issues that have plagued the interchange and rest area should be resolved.  

 

3.  Snow removal would be a major concern under either proposal.  

We are very concerned that snow removal in the area around the newly proposed recreational parking 

lot.  We believe that under both alternatives of the Proposal, snow removal of any size in the area will be 

exceptionally difficult as the storage area for snow will be greatly diminished.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been our experience that with a  snowfall of any size, the proposed parking lot location is used to 

move snow into to get it off the road.  The loss of this storage area will complicate snow removal 

significantly as we are forced to assume any snow that would have been placed in the general location 

before the parking lot is added will have to be transported to some other location in the area.  This is 

simply not cost effective or a timely management tool.   

 

In addition to the difficulty from merely maintaining existing parking and access in the rest area and 

interchange, a larger portion of the area will also be plowed.  This will mean more snow will have to be 

moved compounding existing snow removal issues.  
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  4.  Conclusions 

We support the lane expansion project and replacement of the rest area as each are badly needed. While 

we support these projects we also believe these projects will exacerbate the existing poor performance 

of the interchange.  We would like to coordinate how this will be address and integrate flexibility to 

expand and improve the black lakes parking lot.  

If you have questions please feel free to contact either Scott Jones, Esq. at 508 Ashford Drive, Longmont, 

CO 80504.  His phone is (518)281-5810 and his email is scott.jones46@yahoo.com 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Scott Jones, Esq. 
CSA Executive Director  
TPA/COHVCO Authorized Rep.  
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Wright - CDOT, Hope <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Re: CSA Vail Pass Concerns 
1 message

Scott Jones <scott.jones46@yahoo.com> Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 4:37 PM
To: "Fox - CDOT, David" <david.fox@state.co.us>
Cc: Hope Wright - OIT <hope.wright@state.co.us>

Hi David 

WE COMPLETELY love improved access and parking.  It is hugely needed in this area for all uses, even without
the lane expansion.

Little more info on the entire parking discussion from our perspective - we are not asking CDOT to build
recreational parking replacement for the Black lakes lot- USFS would like to explore that and has money under
Great American Outdoors Act for the next three years. Great American Outdoors Act | US Forest Service
(usda.gov)

Great American Outdoors Act | US Forest
Service

We have actually had success in maintaining repairing recreational parking lots and interchanges in other portions
of the state with GAOA funds.  (Rabbit ears outside Steamboat, RedMtn pass north of Durango and Wolf Creek
pass outside Pagosa)  I am hesitant to pursue anything on Black Lakes because I think improving/replacing Black
Lakes, the rest area and adding lanes to I70 in the area will result in the functional failure of the entire interchange.
We would like to avoid being associated with that.  We have been expressing concerns about the entire
interchange since day one.  With the lane expansion project, we have been told the rest area and interchange are
outside the scope of that effort. Now with the rest area, the interchange is outside the scope of that effort as well.
Just trying to address the issue before it is a mess. 

Scott 

On Monday, February 22, 2021, 04:04:28 PM MST, Fox - CDOT, David <david.fox@state.co.us> wrote:

Hi Scott-

Just so we are on the same page...this plan increases the rest area passenger car parking by 24 spots and
commercial vehicle spots by 14 over and above what we have today.  It replaces the 36 rec parking spaces on a
one for one ratio.  None of those numbers contain the additional parking that could be gained by utilizing the
existing rest area lot at the bottom of the plan as overflow spaces.  Also, it should be noted, CDOT does not have
funding, nor the authority to increase recreational parking.  CDOT's charge is to make the rest area safe and
efficient for the traveling public.  Hope and I would be happy to discuss this further with you on a call next week
when she gets back in town.  Let us know some times that might work for you.  Thanks again for your input.     

David Fox
Deputy Program Manager
Property Management
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Cell 303.249.4233  
2829 West Howard Place 4th Floor, Denver, CO 80204                 
david.fox@state.co.us  |  www.coloradodot.info |  www.cotrip.org 

On Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 3:51 PM Scott Jones <scott.jones46@yahoo.com> wrote: 
Hi David 
 
Our overall concern is we cant lose parking - that loss seems to take a lot of methods in and around the rest area
just because of small size, huge snowfall  and high visitation.  I think that the revised entrance is better in terms
of access and avoiding vehicular confusion but I am not sure that this resolves the snow storage issue.  
 
We would LOVE to have a discussion on how to expand the capacity of the entire interchange/rest area/etc.  I
am very concerned that by the time all the improvements are completed (lane and rest area) we are going to see
bottlenecks at a level we cant imagine right now simply due to the larger number of folks that will be in the area.
This would only get worse if the USFS redesigned the black lakes lot. 
 
Appreciate your quick response and thank you
Scott 
 
On Monday, February 22, 2021, 02:04:22 PM MST, Fox - CDOT, David <david.fox@state.co.us> wrote:
 
 
Hi Mr Jones-
 
Hope Wright forwarded me your thoughtful concerns regarding the Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement.  Hope is
out on vacation this week, but asked me to respond for the team.  I will attempt to briefly address your concerns,
however feel free to keep the lines of communication open.  
 
I read the major concern to be traffic flow and congestion near the entrance of the site.  We feel we have made
an edit to the plan (see below) in the latest iteration to help resolve those concerns.  The major change is that
there is no longer a left hand turn into the recreational parking area (northwest lot).  Now there is one way flow all
the way through the site and it will be impossible for a commercial vehicle to attempt to enter the rec parking. 
Additionally, we feel we can direct snowmobiles and other users with extra long recreational vehicles to park
along Black Lakes Road by using clear, very large, obvious signage (not shown on plan).  We think we can
basically remove extra long, non-commercial vehicles from the fray right at the entrance. The scope of our
project (Rest Area Replacement) is quite constrained in scope and budget.  Hope and I will definitely share your
concerns with the project managers of the I-70 Expansion Lanes Project as well.
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Thank you for your detailed, thoughtful email.  
 
David Fox
Deputy Program Manager
Property Management
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Cell 303.249.4233  
2829 West Howard Place 4th Floor, Denver, CO 80204                 
david.fox@state.co.us  |  www.coloradodot.info |  www.cotrip.org 
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Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement Project 

1 

Draft FAQs 

What features and amenities will the new visitor center have? 

 Viewing deck – the new visitor center design includes a large viewing deck from the second 

level for visitors to take in the beautiful alpine setting. 

 Natural light – numerous windows, including floor to ceiling south-facing windows on the 

south side of the building, will allow ample natural light into interior spaces of the visitor 

center.  

 Larger restrooms – the men’s and women’s restrooms will be doubled in size and two family 

restrooms will be added. Hands-free sinks and hands-free hand dryers are being evaluated.  

 Bike facilities – bike racks and Ebike charging stations will be available for bicyclists. 

 Visitor seating – indoor and outdoor seating will be provided.  

 Interpretive signage – a new interpretive sign will exhibit and explain the area’s history, 

archaeology, and wildlife.  

 Vending machines – vending machines will be provided. Although food trucks were allowed 

to operate at certain rest stops in 2020 as an emergency measure, this activity is not allowed 

per federal statute and will not be provided. 

 

Will the project include housing for rest stop attendants, CDOT employees, and first 

responders? 

No, these types of facilities are beyond the scope of this project. However, at a state level, CDOT 

coordinates with local jurisdictions on employee housing. 

 

What sustainability features will be used at the improved rest area? 

CDOT is seeking Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification for the rest 

area facility, which involves many aspects of the project’s design and construction. For example, 

all building materials will be LEED certified, and CDOT will select materials that can be sourced 

from the surrounding region to reduce material transport distances. The facility will use clean 

electric power and an air source heat pump will be used to heat the building more efficiently 

than conventional furnace systems. To promote sustainable practices for visitors, CDOT will 

explore providing Leave No Trace information at the rest area for public education purposes. 

Sustainable features that were considered, but not selected for the project, include solar 

technology, dry urinals, and compost toilets. Solar technology can be ineffective for several 

months of the year at this location. Bathroom facilities such as dry urinals and compost toilets 

have become maintenance issues for CDOT at other rest stops. Additionally, this visitor center 

has its own wastewater treatment facility.  

 

How will you improve access and safety for bicyclists at the rest area? 

Bicyclists will have a dedicated recreation path that is separated from vehicle traffic. From the 

location where the recreation path enters the rest area at the west end of the site, a new 10-foot-

wide path will be built along the south side of the rest area. This path will transition to a 

designated bike lane at the east end of the site before connecting with the existing path. 

Bicyclists needing to access the visitor center can use crosswalks to safely access the facility. A 
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Vail Pass Rest Area Replacement Project 
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dedicated area with bike racks will be provided, and solar-powered Ebike charging will be 

available. 

 

How will you improve pedestrian safety at the rest area? 

Truck parking will be separated from passenger parking, and dedicated crosswalks and sidewalks 

will be provided from the passenger parking area to the visitor center. One-way traffic flow will 

be provided within the parking area as well, which will improve pedestrian safety.  

 

How many parking spaces will be provided? 

In compliance with the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 

(AASHTO) guidance, the new parking lot will provide parking capacity based on I-70 average 

annual daily traffic projections. The number of passenger vehicle parking spaces will be 

increased from 32 spaces to 65 spaces, and truck parking spaces will be increased from 6 spaces 

to 20 spaces. The current number of recreation parking spaces will be maintained. Parking for 

emergency services also will be provided.  

 

Will overnight parking be allowed? 

Commercial motor vehicles subject to Federal Hours of Service Regulations may remain at a rest 

area for up to 10 hours per 24-hour period, and all other vehicles (including RVs) may remain at 

a rest area for up to 4 hours per a 24-hour period. Electrical hook-ups will not be provided. 

 

Will you increase parking fees at the rest area? 

No increase in parking fees will occur under this project. 

 

How will you improve vehicle access and circulation? 

The new rest area is designed for one-way traffic with angled parking and improved directional 

signage to help drivers with wayfinding to keep traffic flowing smoothly. Parking for different 

types of users such as commercial freight, shuttles, passenger vehicles, and recreation users will 

be separated. Traffic flow into the rest area will be improved by the USFS closure of Black Lakes 

Road to vehicular traffic, which will eliminate a driver decision-point near the rest stop entrance 

that currently creates a traffic bottleneck. Snowmobile users will park in the lower parking lot at 

the northeast side of the rest area, instead of using Black Lakes Road.  

 

How will you improve safety at the rest area entrance road? 

Safety at the entrance road will be improved by altering the alignment of the road to flatten 

curves, and by changing the grade of the road to make it less steep. These changes will improve 

sight distance and eliminate blind spots as drivers enter and exit the rest area. 

 

Is the rest area designed for ease of use by large trucks? 

Yes. In coordination with the Colorado Motor Carrier’s Association, design of the entrance road 

and parking area will accommodate large truck maneuvers, improve line-of-sight at the I-70 

overpass, and provide trucks with a parking area separated from passenger vehicles and 

commercial shuttles.  
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